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Norlon) Nofice)

is published by the Northern California Branch
of the Norton Owners Club. [ts purpose is to
inform and enftertain members regerding all
aspeots of the HNorton motarcycle, including
history, teohnical advice, and preservation of
the margque:

HORTON NOTICE ia & reflection of its
readership, who -are encouraged to submit any
article, technical tip, photograph (eriginal or
othervise) as long as it i= in good taste, co
that other Horton enthuslssts may enjoy it.
For Branch bars who tand olub
meetings or eclub rides. the NORTON NOTICE
affords an opportunity to share exparispoes and
information with the membership of the Branch,
snd to bring the Branch members closer together,

The deadline for items to be submitted for
publication is the 1&th of each month.

Membership in the Northern California Branch of
the Norton Owners Club is available for $25.00
par year.

Msmbership dues are payable to
Secrstary/Treasurar,

the Branch

Renswael dues ars payable ot the end of the
individugl's memhership yeer, that month being
de=lgnated by the Iast number of the
individuel's membership pumber as locsted on

the mailing label of the NDRTOM NOTICE or the
menbarship’ oard, For ewxampla, 74572 denctes
mamber 745 with duss expiring oh the 1st of
Fabruary,

ALl changess of eddress should go to the Branch
Secretary/Treasurer, not the NOTICE Editor.

Subseription o the MNORTON NOTICK only is
available for #15.00 per year. This daoes not
include memberstip din  the Northern Californias
Branch of the Norton Owners Club, mnor does it
afford any of +the rights or privileges 'of
membershin in the NOC.

Membership in the Northern California Branch of
the Horton Owners Club entitles a member to
monthly dissues of the NORTON NOTICE and
bi-monthly lasues of ROADHOLDER magazine, which
im wment directly from England, kesping members
informed aof  Herton owners"’ activities
worldwide. Membership provides  voting
privileges at all MNOC and Branch meetinge, and
allows one to purchase Norton spares directly
from England, at significant savings, through
the HOC Spsres Program.

THE NORTON NEVER
BREAKS VALVES.

CLUB OFFICERS

BBESIDENT
John Covell
118 Seal Rock Dr.
San Francisco, CA 94121
{415)751-2157

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Alan Goldwater

1780 Chanticleen Ave
Senta Cruz, CA 95062
(408)475-7505

ERITOR

Tim Coburn
2060 Caming A Los Cerros
Menla Park, CA 94025
(415)854-4364
PARAPHEBNALIA
Suran Melssner
5300 Tie Gulch Rd.
Santa Cruz, CA 95065
{408)426-6526

BIDE COORDINATOR
Margle Siegal
625 Falrmount Ave:
Cakland, CA 9461
{415)654-1933

Lou Caputo

1058 Peralta Ave
Albany, CA 94706
(4151527-6803

NORTON OWNERS

CLUB

Important!?
(Please take note of the following fine prine.)

The object of the Northarn Californin Branch of the Norton
Owners Club is to promate, entourage and develop all motor-
cycling activities. The Club's membors are owners of Norton
matoroycles, and they often submit for publication in the
Morton Notice technical fips: pertaining ro motorcyeles of the
Norton e, Technical tips o published have boen reviewsd
far technical content unid are believed to be both' scceptabls
and workable, but no guarantes is made or implied that they
will wotk corroctly, nor fs any Habifity assumed by either the
Norton Owners Club or the authors for any problems resulting
from use of these rechnical tips. The Club also assumes no
responsbility for the acts or omiss af s b in
connection with: Club activitiea.  Norton | Naride, articles ar
other material express the wuthors' “views only and not neces-
surily theolficial policy of the Nortan Owners Clib or s
Northern California: Branch. The editnr ressrves the right to
secept, teject or diar all editorial and advertlsing mumtarial
submitted for publication.  Advertising published does not
Imply ondorsement of products, goods or services. Now you

Ww.

1963 catalog drawing of Manx 30M and 40M
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UPCOMING EVENTS

ERN CALIFORNIA BRANCH /

B e Ak es

NOTICE:

IN THE EVENT OF RAIN ON THE DAY OF A CLUB RIDH., THE RIDE IS AUTO-

MATICALLY POSTPONED ONE WEEK. ALS0, RIDERS SHOULD HAVE PLENTY OF 0Ll AND
GASOLINE BY THE SCHEDULED DEPARTURE ‘TIME AND ALL PERSONAL PRCBLEMS TAKEN OF.

N OTHER WORDS . . .

PULL TANKS AND EMPTY BLADDERS!

**June 11

*%June 21  Sun,

**June 28 Sun.

Thurs.

*Branch meeting, Prince of Wales Pub, 106 E. 25th
Ave,, San Mateo, 7.30 PH.

*Branch Ride--Don's JUNE SWOON. Meet at Zim's,
Sir Francis Drake Blvd, Greenbroe, 9:00 AM. See
map this issue.

¥AFM races st Sears Point.

**July4,5 Sat/Sun *Fourth of July Norton Club Barbecue in Santa Cruz.

2 uly 9

*®July 11,12 Sat./Sun,

xJuly 21-26

Huly 31-  Fri-
Aug.2  Sun
*%Aug 13 Thurs.

Thurs.

Meet at Alan's anytime on Sat,; directions to where
we'll be will be posted there. This is an overnighter
50 bring sleeping bag and toothbrush. Map and ad-
ditional details next issue.

¥No Branch meeting. This normally scheduled date
will be part of the July 4th gathering at Alan's.

¥ aguna Seca

*INOA Rally, Durango, CO.

*Euro/West-1 Motorcycle Rally, Sisters, OR, Spon-
sored by Oregon State Motoguzzi Nat'l Owners
Club. Pre-req address and info: OR State MGNOC,
PO, Box 22102, Milw., OR 97222.

¥Branch meeting at the Class Reunion,

**Aug. 22/23 SAL/Sun. *Annual Club Rally, Grover Hot Springs (tentative).
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TWISTGRIP TWADDLE

The presidential desk has been busy since last month:
and | haven't much relief, either. 1T want first 1o
thank those of you who responded to my request
for input on the U.K.-No. Cal. membership problem,
and else where in this issue you will find a draft of
a proposed solution. I hasten to stress that ar this
time it is only a proposal: | am still anxious to
hear from all members who have opinions on the
subject. A majority of those present at the May
meeating assented to the proposal, and it will underge
at least one more vore before it might be jmple-
mented--so let's hear from wyou, or kindly do not
complain later that you were not consulted. On the
positive side, | believe the proposed solution will
clearly benefit both the Branch and the Club, as
well as giving the Northern California Norton owners
a choice that's better than "fish or cur bait." Please
read it carefully,

Relating to this topic, and mentioned at the May
meeting, was rthat this Branch does not have a
Public Relations Officer ("PRO") as the Club does
in Britain. It may well ba that a good PRO could,
by masterminding publicity, help a lot to increase
Branch membership. For example, he or she waould
artend motoreycling events, meets, rallies; erc,
flying the NOC colors and handing our information
brochures and application forms to interested persons;
work to get mentions in publicarions; and generally
trumpet the Club. But the job wants a special kind
of personality. It could he thar good PROs are barn,
not made. Howsever that may be, if you think you
might have what it takes to do the job and you'd
like to have a pgreater Club involvement, get in
touch with me, by letter or, better, by atrending
the next meeting and pulling my coar o your gual-
ificarions. Could be the start of something big!

Which brings me to a broader matter: Club offices
are, as you probably know, elective each December
at the Annual General Meeting of the Club. Although
it may from time te time be necessary to appoint
someone to fill an empty position--such as when we
suddenly reeive a ‘"hole" in the organizational
structure (e.g., PRO)--all Branch officers are subject
to being turned out at the end of the year. (Does
this remind you of Rose Bird? It should) In the
past, the practice was to take nominations at the
November meeting, to be voted on in December. It
hasn't worked outr very well, one reason being that

members don't necessarily attend the November
meeting to nominate their officer-candidates. |
refuse to believe that the members do not care,

and suspect rather that they're not reminded timely
enough. To alleviate this problem, and in view of
the facr that we have adopted a rotarional schedule
for meeting-venues in deference to rthe demographic
of Club membership, | have proposed ro the Branch
Committee thar nominations be taken ar the four
monthly mestings next preceding the December
one--that is, ar the August through November mest-
ings in San Francisco, Oakland, San Mateo and Palo
Alto. Even a member who can make only one of
those meetings would get to have a say. All nomina-
tions will be noted hy the Recording Secretary or,

in his absence, by the Secretary or orher officer
present, to be wvoted upon in December. Without
meaning to disparage present company (aheml),

these last-minute campaigns must stop. Te that

end, | encourage any member interested in becoming
a Branch officer to communicate with the current
holder of the office of intersst: find ouwt whether
the officer. plans retiring (as, for instance, our
Editor may do). Smoorh turnovers would benefit the
Branch mightily. This may not be the Army, but
don't lose the opportunity tp be all you can be
(Sorry:) -

One more possibility for a new officer: the Branch

'Committee are considering creating a post of Techni-

cal Coordipator, i.e., someone to handle technical
inquiries, find answers as necessary, and arrange
demonstrations of routine maintenance and repair
gperations for monthly meetings, on the premise
that many members, myself included, are blissfully
ignorant of some of the basics Could be this geis
combined with "PRO" functions as, for example, in
the form of a raffle ar a meeting and the winner
gets his Isolastics adjusted while the novices look on
for instruction. Thers are numercus possibilities, and
[ hope to be able ro announce an appeintment soon
(subject, of course, to confirmartion in December).
This has gone a bit long, but one final note.
Someone made the excellent suggestion ar the last
meeting that the Branch might easily have occasional
mieetings other than the monthlies; these could be
informal garherings, say, at Alice's on a Sunday
morming, or somewhere else interesting to ride to
on & Sunday (weather permitting). Sound interesting?
Send in your suggestions--we'll have some fun yer!

Cheers,

Prez.

[See page 8 for text of proposal)

The Prez demonstrates front tire saving technique ot
1273 mph. The tire reportedly still had usesble
tread after 150,000 miles but John says the riding
position tired him quickly.
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Hi folks,
News from England ts that Haynes has updated

their workshop manual for Morton twins. Les Harris
reviewed the original 1974 text and then added and
altered where his experience told him something
else was better. The Haynes numberis 187 but | don't
know where you can buy it yet.

#%#x% Also from England comes word that the Ford
Motor Co. is using the Norton rotary engine in an
advanced research project to power a development
vehicle about the size of an Escort. The Norton
engine, at half the weight of Mazda's rotary, has a
decided advantage in powering tomorrow's lighter
cars.

*%¥x¥Margie has been researching the Grover site
for this year's Annual Rally and will be first on the
phone when eligibility for reservations opens (two
months prior to desired date). The area around
Markleeville is marvelous for biking as many of you
know and those of us who went there last year for an
overnighter had o great time. As soon as the date
firms up I'll let you know-— at the moment the target
date is August 22/23.

*%%%%Thanks to Bob Marshall who sent in last month's
cover. Longtime readers of the NOTICE will have
noticed that this is its second appearance, but it's
such a fine example | thought I'd run it again. If YOU
have any black and whites send them in as we always
need photos.

*%%%E%The May |0 AFM roadrace at Sears was a bit of
a disaster for those running British iron in the 750
Twins class. Robin Tuliue spent two hours rebuilding
his transmission in the hot sun (third gear had some
chunks missing) only to have an oil line bresk during
the race. Eric Swortsfigure went down hard after
being bumped but was OK. Pat Ryan, fast flyer on one
of those Japanese exotics, came off of Paul Gallivan's
old Triumph when he slid on some oil deposited by a
downed rider in tumn | 1. Norton riders Lee Steinmetz
and Ken Whitney finished the shortened race in good
form but had to be disappointed at the reduced
number of laps. The Norton riders are an exciting
bunch to watch-- Robin is all over his bike, Eric rides
his like a kid flogging his Diamondback, Lee is just

plain fast, and Ken, well Ken was running his first
raceday and did it all just like they told him at Riders
School. He even turned in respectable lap times. I
be bringing you an interview with Ken in the near
future and, perhaps, some first-hand accounts of life
on the track at Sears. |l be aboard a Triumph 500 in
Vintage. Those Commandos are just too damn fast
for me. John Galliven is trying to set up 2 500 as well
but | have already claimed last place so | can pick up
any trick bits he drops along the way. Then, next
season....

¥xx%%The USNOA rally in Durango is just around the
corner for those of you with wanderlust. Already
many have said they'll be there including yours truly
who plans to take the slow route mit kid as
passenger. | checked an almanac for July
temperatures and & map for the most scenic route
but Mike Rettie tells me he knows the best way so I'l
be conferring with him. The Phoenix chapter of the
USNOA has extended an invitation to all Norton
riders to join them. They plan on leaving from
Phoenix or Tucson on Sunday, July 19, and riding to
Hannigan's Meadow (250 miles) for an overnight stay.
From there to Durango it's 350 miles and that leg will
be tackled (sorry) on Monday. Info: John Ebert,
Phoenix, (602)873-2330.

I'm looking forward to exploring the area
around Durango. The AMA in their June, ‘87 AMERICAN
MOTORCYCLIST published an article about touring in
Colorado and it sounds like there's lots to see and do
NN |t anyone |s Interested In buddying up for
the ride there give me = call and Il act as a
clearinghouse for messages, More on the trip next
month.

#*¥x@iThere have been a few changes to the
paraphernalia collection as Suran reorganizes things.
For the moment | have indicated the current status of
Items In stock. When things firm up I'll redo the
section on page 6. The Commando Service Notes in
particular are a bargain-- Alan found a great place
for reprints and the Notes look good.

Lou

P.S. Does anybody know the whereabouts of David
Blewett? If so, have him contact Alan.

|
SEND RENBWALS TO ALAN
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FARAPHERNAL IA

ke L'm sucn:?ss is due to my unapproachable forton! T-shirt, black with gold print.

arge only, s peint &y lang sleaurt, Sem med Llarge 5809 ot
2, NOC CTASSTE "N T<ahi £t “Bar it thwhi b sl ant ity 8.00
g 2 3 ", black with white print. Large only. 4,00
L, A * ", white with black print, Medium and large only. #.00
5. Marthern California Branch logo T-shirt, white with blue and rid print.

Small, medium and Targe, .00
6. Northern California Branch logo baseball jersey, white with Wlue and red print.

I-large only. 9,50
MOTE:  AMD T-shirts are $1.50 justage.
7. Conmando Service Notes, 45 pages compiied and printed in England by HOC. 5.00
8. 3'x 3% NOC machine hadge. 6.00
9. 4 1/2" ved NOC sticker Send orders to; 1.00
]B. zh [ " " .IJO
11,2 12" ¢ 3 142" vad, white, snd blue NOC sticker 3 _75
12. 2" red, silver, and black HOC sticker Suran Meissner i
13, 4" red and white embrofderad cloth NOT patch 5300 Tie Guich Rd. 2.50
Hoahe b bot : e Pl Santa Cruz, CA 95065 130
15. ved emamel NOC Tapel pin e 1,25
i 5 Ke o (408)426-6526 1.50
I7. red, white, and blue emamel John Player Morton lapel pin 1.50
8. * L o v = & Y kay fobe— afer w STOSK 175

Cal] orwrite for details concerning availapility and postage of items.

NORTHERN CALIFORRIA BRARCH JOIN UP

TOOL LOAN-0UT PRUGRAM

Get in touch with Harry Bunting if you need
ang or more of the following tools for korking
an your Commando. A refundable deposit equal

tn the replacement cost of the toolis MARS
required at the time you pick it ups AL 0
To0L DEPDSIT L s
exfiaust lock ving tool..ooeenannas 310
timing cover oil seal guide. i
CIUTCh SPring Compressor.... ik
clutch Tocking 00l 4.seenrsans v 1B

valve spring compressor.., . 22 Excl]]sivel}r Bﬁtish 1958 Oﬂ
rocker spindle puller..... +, 25
crankshatt sprocket puller.. i 1
tirfng pinton P Ter. e ieevrnnras 20 * The shop for classic and antique British bikes:
gearbox: layshaft bearing extractor.. 15 AJS, Ariel, BSA, Nortnn. Matchiess, Ro)ral Enfield,
Harry Dunting (415) 96R~2020 Triumph, Velocette & Vincent.
1401 Gilmore 5t.
Mountain View, CA 94040 * We stock all currently available Commando parts,

plus a lot that aren’t.

* We also have a good seleclion, and source of pre-
Commando parts, both new and used; at

NORTONORTONORTONORTONORT reasonable prices.

* Full repair and machine shop services available.
ADVERTISING RATES

THE WEST COAST JOBBER FOR
1/4 pe 1/2 pg  Full pg o -

6 mos 335 870 $140 -DOFI'li acer ‘

v

DISTRIBUTORS, ING. N4
1 e 50 $120 2240
Send ad copy and check to the Editor 2705 San Pablo Avenue ® Berkeley, CA 94702

BUSINESS HOURS:

10 AM til 6 PM (415) 548-2532

Tuesday—Saturday
NORTONORTONORTONORTONORT “BEST BIKE SHOP" — San Francisco Bay Guardian
10% NOC DISCOUNT WITH MEMBERS CARD -
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ALL ADS W1
RESUBMIT T

Hew parts for
1. ‘ammandu
bl

LL RUN FOR TWO MONTHS UNLESS You
HEM IN WRITING TD THE EDITOR.

sale:
oi] filters, 84 sach
Aol S0

1__~
i O Lommunuo
set of fo

steal eolutch plates,
ur, 820

4, uwmnnﬂin shift lever wich *ubber. 512
o ¥ = - = o L Lo ol
Ferodo—iiss—brabepad-—set—3

6. Commando wnrn'ng light assimilater,

052054,

er
0 tooth
sprocket,
as/ Dot
1), st

for ALch

;ed'n:r*r tor

Gotmande chrome Fork slide
9
I I

$3
prtu ry chain, 530
uminom clip-ons for Roadhdlder

15mm fork rtubes, $50
Commands countershalc

S15

mie fork top nucs (chromed
12 pair

5, #060350
iizht leps and base =

/bowmie, $15

T sals:

L 79- Jommando rELtl.“Ers. 54 each
Z. Commando 750 swing amm, $15
ronse—taah deie woaien fas
Fhmememe et o e saents Lose Cemmanded
=083 sﬂl.-b
S Fad Lo o o

ErantE—rel

=y

PerTs

i,

ir-of At

-3

E
>—HRos R
las 1 3/8" 0.9. exhaunt pipes
8" slecves where mufflers
few small dentcd but che
§15

Fepdes—tauacl L

ahove

Shipping is otk included (o any of the

Gene Austcin
985 E. Grant
San Mareo, CA

WE NEED
YOUR
BIKES

FOR SALE

1972 Norton Commando. One owner, '69 Fastback 4
gal. tank, seat, and fender set, RT. Quaife S-speed
gearbox. Needle bearing swingarm, Koni's, ported,
polished, balanced big valves, light pushrods and
rockers, Webco springs; alloy collars and keepers,
production racer [(isolastic) top motor mount,
rearsets, alloy rims, quartz headlight, many, many
spares. Excellent cond. Best reasonable offer

Mike Hersh
(408)338-4021 (home)
(408)438-2100 Ext 2100

{work)
or
Wayne Seymour
{408)458-9069

FOR SALE:

Low mileage Morron special conslating of alim-
Hne featherbed chaesie with Commando power-
train, “UHPLHSNB. and brakes as Heen on page
4 of the August 'B6 Norton Noric

[:ur'\nm‘ up Cambat Gaglne wiv
ig inlet valves, dual Y ‘11_ un‘_s. Hegacyele
cam, Willlams exhaust systen, Hoyer tgnitfon,
2te. Biks has Akront aluninum rims, drilled
front dize with druiv in rear, vesrsers,

EIII'I] op. K391 Sport Elites Full
lighting, and much gtialnless eal hardware.
Very clean amd not a sceratoh in the Imfon
]I'mir.t. 81600 Tirm, Weite for more
information or send §1.00 for picture
(refundable)

Gene Austir
985 E. Grant Pl.
San Mateo, GA 94402

Robin enjoys a break in the action by reading a bit
from his favorite book.




JETTERS

5/11/87
Dear Lou,

Thanks for doing a fine job of cleaning up the
map for our May 5th ride. | think it printed very
nicely in the mag. You did make one small mistake in
showing road 22a as road 22b, but this was no big
deal as it only slightly confused one rider and we
were oble to connect with him anyway. | siso made a
mistake in listing my shop phone instead of my house
phone and of course, my shop phone only had a
recorded business message which did absolutely no
good for anyone trying to get ride info. My apologies
to enyone we might have let fall through the cracks.
Il know better next time.

The following is a brief ride report: Dateline,
May 5, 1987, Six male NOCCER'S and one female pillion
rider swept through the back roads of Yolo, Colusa,
and Lake counties. The surprisingly light turnout may
have been caused by too many calendar conflicts for
this busy time of the year. Most riders in attendance
came from inand around the Sacramento Valley, with
our illustrious leader, John Covell, being the only San
Francisco rider present and possibly the best
prepared, according to Steve 7 of Vacaville, who
broke a clutch cable going into Clear Lake and was
able to use John's spare. It pays to ride together.
Another illustration of this occurred after a long
stretch of riding revealed an unknown leak through o
reserve petcock, causing one of us to sputter to a
hult out of petrol. No problem, a slight detour off the
intended course brought us to another town offering
fuel and another NOCCER who menaged to miss
meeting up with the beginning of our ride. A rather
fortunate coincidence. | hope there wesn't anyone
else out there trying to meet up with us who couldn't.
All in all, it proved to be on exciting outing, with

good scenery, excellent riding conditions, and
camaraderie to spare,

Regerds,

Jerry Kaplan

Send reaewals to Alam
NORTON OWNERS CLUB
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[FROPOSED]
RESOLUTION
OF THE BRANCH COMMITTEE
OF THE NORTON OWNERS CLUB
(NORTHERN CALIFORNIA BRANCH)

WHEREAS this Branch is a proparly constituted Branch of rhe
Norton ‘Qwnzrs Club ("Club") filly subscribing to the objects
of the Club; and

WHEREAS the bensfits of Club bership and
recognized by the members of this Commirtes; and
WHEREAS it ig desirable that new memberships be given svery
gncournpement; and

WHEREAS membership doss af the cisrent lovel of $25 per
yewr are hmullicien, (o cover both Club subscripiion and Branch
operating costs and

WHEREAS the amount of the Club subscription is fizxed by the
Exstutive Commirres In the Unired Kingdom' without reférence
1o this Branch Committee or the operating costs of this Branch
of Internhtional curreticy rates of exchange; and

WHEREAS this C i deems ptable any reduction
in the lovel of service provided by this Branch vo its members
and

WHEREAS the Rules of the Club provide thar Interested persons
may subsoribe to che Club mupazinge alope and vhar such sob-
scription ix not 4 ontegory of membershin in the Cloby and
WHEREAS interemed porsons who cannor pressarly afford Full
Branch Membeeship should be en ged (o nssociate with the
Club and this Branch,

NOW BE IT THEREFORE ‘RESOLVED by this Commiites
that-

1. Elfective July 1987 the doss for Full Branch Member-
ship (Club gnd Branch) shull be $30 pet year

2. The amount of Club subscription remitted to the
Club in the United Xingdom shull remuin as hetsioloe deter-
mined by the Exsvutive Committes thereof (currently E9.50
per yearl

3. The amount charged non-members for 4 ‘subscription
to the Branch magezine, the Nomon Notice, shall remain £i5
p ¢r year, which subseription alone does not  without more
entitle the subscriber to the artribures, privileges and benefits
al membership in the Club;

4. Such non-member subscribers shall be  desigonred as
"Agwocintes of the Noron Owners Club™ and e welcome ar
Branch meetings and functions, with the obiective that they be
encournged to apply for Full Branch Memburship when and as
their circumstancez allow; and

5. This Resolution shall' be published in the 'Nonan
Notice next appearing.

DONE BY THE BRANCH COMMITTEE ON ¥
1987,

{01 T T I T A0 (0 1 0 O 0 O O i )

HELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Michael Mills Mark Porter

John Koch Jack Halton

Peter Martin Bob White
Bob Bymes

‘Tlie. Unafyfvicadialle’,
] - -

Lelalaiuiule clalalninin siglaialy ainnle nin s winle sianie olals n )




JUNE SWOON

To remedy the vague, uneasy,
restless feeling you're sure to
have between the May and July
overnighters, try one of the
patented, guaranteed cures well
known among North Bay Nerton
riders. Join us for a Sunday
spin on June 21, and find out
whether our fix works as well as
that snake oil vou've been using.

Meet at Zim's restaurant, on
sir Francis Drake Buulevard
just west of 101 in Greenbrae
(5an Anselmo exit) for depart-
ure at 9:00 aM. Chewvron, Shell,
76 nearby. Ask your memmy for
lunch money. We supply the maps.

BE THERE

MORE TECH TALK

[See last month's issue to review where we were
when space in the NOTICE ran out—Ed]

Harvey: There's so many Nortons I've taken apart
where there's a crack-- you know there's three bolts
that hold on the inner primary cover to the
crankcase?--and the front one, there's a crack. Right
around where that bolt goes on the

inner primary on the outside and it leaks oil there
And that's because guys have forgotten to put the
washer on or something like that. They bolted them
on and it tiited the thing back, distorted it so that it
doesn't seal well and also cracks it up front where
that bolt 1s.

Burton: Well as & matter of fact you can do that too
when you're taking the engine sprocket off and you're
using the cluteh locking tool, trying to get that nut
off and instead of using an impact wrench you're
trying to twist 1t off. You can see the case flex and
I'm sure that you could crack the case at those three
front bolts. ...

Scot: Why would the case flex?

Burton, It's just the primary chain somehow pulling
against the back. . _ | don't know but you can see it.
I've always used an impact wrench.

[Transcript obscured by powerful belch followed by
catcalls and loud applause.]

Harvey. | don't know too much about MKIlls, by the
way, |'ve olways tmed to stay away from them

because they have too many parts that are not in
common with, ...

Burton: Hal They just have too many partsl
Harvey: Sure have a lot of gears and ...
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Bhil: Gears and shaftsand . . ..

Harvey: I'd hate to put togethera MKIll primary.
Burton: When you deal with the outer clutch basket
or engine sprocket and the primary chain the factory
goes through this procedure for checking the
alignment of the outer basket and the engine
sprocket so that the primary chain will run straight |
never found their procedure to be particularly good
They recommend laying a straight edge across both
sprockets. What | do ance | know the inner case is
aligned accurately is just measure from the edge of
the chain to the face of the case

Harvey. But the case doesn't line up well with the
chain

Burton: | find mine lines up pretty accurately and
that seems to be & good method. But checking that
alignment whether you use the factory alignment
method or whatever does seem to be important.
Scot: | find & twelve inch steel rule l2id across either
the engine sprocket or the big clutch basket is & very
vivid indicator of whether or net these two are
parallel,

Burton: In any case, those have got to be checked.
Harvey: It turns out that the engine sprocket and the
tranny outer basket sprocket, the distance from the
teeth to the edge of the sprocket is really the same
and you can put a straightedge there and line the two
things up. The problem is that the clutch basket has a
little wobblein it s0 you put the

straightedge up tight against the front sprocket
which doesn't have wobble and then take it and set it
against the clutch hub and you can see whether one
side or the other wants to touch first.

Phil: Your crank has endfloat, though, You've got to
allow for that.

Harvey: What's that?

Continued on Eﬁ 11
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