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this time, at the helm of Philippe Le Roux?

More information— as it becomes available- through interviews,
and the International Press... naxt month.
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is published by the Northern California Branch of
the Norton Owners Club. Iis purpose is to inform
and entertain members regarding all aspects of the
Norton motorcycle, including history, technical
advice, and preservation of the marque.

NORTON NOTICE is a reflection of the reader-
ship, who are encouraged to submit any aricle,
technical tip, photograph (original or otherwise) as
long as it is in good taste, so that other Noron
enthusiasts may enjoy it. For Branch members who
carmot attend club meetings or club rides, the
NORTON NOTICE affords an opportunity to share
experiences and information with the membership
of the Branch and to bring the Branch members
closer together.

The deadline for items to be submitted for publica-
tion is the 25th of each month.

Membership in the Northern California Branch of
the Norton Owners Club is available for $15.00 per
year. Membership dues are payable 1o the Branch
Secretary/Treasurer.

Renewal dues are payable at the end of the individ-
ual's membership year, that month being designated
by the last nomber of the individual's membership
numnber as listed on the mailing label of the NOR-
TON NOTICE and the membership card. For ex-
ample, 745/2 denoteds member 745 with dues
expiring on the 1st of February.

All changes of address should go to the Branch
Secretary/Treasurer, not the NOTICE editor.

The Northem California Branch of the Norton
Owners Club is affiliated with both the Norton
Owners Club of England and the International
Norton Owners Association. Interested persons
can join these two organizations per the terms
described on the Branch membership application
form.

CLUB OFFICERS

PRESIDENT: Lynne Miller, 639 Mangels
Ave., San Francisco, CA 94127, (415) 334-
2042;

VICE PRESIDENT: Marick Payton, 301
W. O'Comnor, Menlo Park, CA 94025, (415)
321-5083

SECRETARY/TREASURER:Stan
Beneveds, 36646 Darvon Ct., Neward, CA
94560. (415) 793-0704

RECORDING SECRETARY: Brad
Green, 37028 Lassen St., Fremont, CA
94536 (415) 792-1560

NOTICE PUBLISHER:Andy McKerral, 28
Iris Lane, Menlo Park, CA 94025 (415) 322-
4054

RIDE COORDINATORS: Mike Burnham,
2401 A Bush Street, San Francisco, CA
(415) 346-1224

PARAPHERNALIA:I eo Christianson, 464
Alcatraz, Oakland, CA 94609 (415) 655-
5083

PUBLIC RELATIONS: John Covell, 1183
Alemany, San Francisco, CA 94112 (415)
334-1183

NORTON OWNERS

CLUB

IMPORTANT (Please take note of the following fine print):
The olsject of the Northern Califomia Branch of the Norton Owners
Club is to promede, encourage snd devel op motorcycling activities.
The Club’s members are owners of Norton mndthey often
submit for publication in the NORTON Ni wchmical tips
pertaining 1o motarcycles of the Norton Technical tips s
bave been revie wed for iechnical content end pre believed
to be both bic and workable, but no guaranies is mmde or
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Upcoming [Events

Club Rides

-..For an overview of the Bay Area Club
Rides for 1991, and other ride-

oriented events, see this month's
column from Mike Burnham,

our new Rides Coordinator.

Notes from Thackery Washer, ¥.0.5

When adjusting your primary drive chain,
be certain to slacken the rear wheel chain and
adjusters. If you don’t do this, the primary
chain cannot be adjusted properly.

THACKERY PREDICTS POR 1991!

* The "Baby Boon" will hit the Norton Club!
(Bd."s Note: You ever see an exploding baby?
Not a pretty sight...)

% Mike Burnham will have a serious mental
breakdown trying to decide which of his seven
Fortons to ride!

# Tin Coburn will get his ES2 running- and
actually ride it!

# Phil Radford will show up at Alices with
his wife on an Ariel Square Four!

# Don Dammier will change his name to fan
Donmier!

# Patrick McDowell will buy a helmet (Ed.'s
Note: Yeah, but will he consider wearing it?)
+ hrt Sirota vill part out his 5007!

% An unnaned Club Member will be soundly
thrashed for hiding a Nanx Norton under his house
for the past Six Years!

As alvays,
Thackery Washer, N.0.S.

(Nosay Old Sod)

Meeting Schedule

The club meets on the 2nd Thursday of
each month, at 7:30 PM. The location
rotates between Peninsula, South Bay,
East Bay and S.F.

February 14--South Bay
Harry's Hofbrau, El Caminonear Castro
Street, Mountain View

March 14--East Bay
Spaghetti Factory, Jack London Square
Oakland (tentative) :

April 11 -- San Francisco 2
Lake Merced Boathouse. Off Skyline
Blvd.

May 9--Peninsula

The Prince of Wales Pub on 25th Ave in
San Mateo offers a wide selection of beers
and a private meeting room with dart
boards!
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Over tha Bars ...

I enjoyed our ride to the Flying Lady.
Brunch was greatand themodel aeroplanes
are worth a second look. Marick took us
through some great countryside and over
some wonderfully twisty roads. I put over
225 miles on the clock and enjoyed every
mile.

The planning for the Easter Moming
Ride is moving along and the next issue of
the Notice will have complete details.
Plan to attend this ride! If you haven’t
been on this one before, you’ve missed a
real classic.

All the Lake Tahoe details are moving
along at an even faster pace, and the rally
preparations are looking better and better.

I just received a copy of the Chicago
Norton Owner’s Club News. With all due
respect, it is not nearly the quality of our
own Norton Notice, but still contains a lot
of mteresting news. I believe I found a
possibie conflict to our Lake Tahoe Rally,
though: on August 16th - 18thisscheduled
the Great Lakes Norton Rally, and some
people might not wantto travel before that
rally to ours. I also noted that our own Phil
Radford has his Fair Spares
adevertisement in place.

Our January meeting at the Prince of
Wales Pubwent very well, and we covered
a lot of material. It brought home the
meaasge of having a quiet room available
for meetings. Once again, our attendance
was up, and we heard from 3 or 4 new
members.

The February Meeting is at Harry’s
Hoffbrau, and I hope to see you all there.
A group of Nortons from San Francisco
wwill be heading down, and anyone is
welcome to join us, except if it is raining.
Call me at (415) 334-2042 if you are
interested.

Thanks for the iine and this chat “Over
the bars.”
~Lynn Miller, President

February Minutes, cont'd

Discussions then turned to the
upcoming Clubman’s Show on March
24th. Don Danmeier mentioned that
judging of classes will be broken down
into categories by size and style.

Leo Christiansen displayed his
assortment of Club Paraphenalia for all to
see, and sold several tee shiris.

The Meeung was ajourned at 9:00
PM.

- Brad Green, Club Scribe , 792- 0501

1963 catalog drawing of Manx J0M and 40m
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Minutes of January Meeting

The first meeting of the new year at the
Prince of Wales Pub in San Mateo was
called to order at 8:05 PM. by NOC
President Lynn Miller. Attendance was
approximately 15 members.

Lynn opened the meeting by thanking
Alan Goldwater for his nomination, and
then went on to discuss the Easter Day
Moming Ride up to Mt. Tam, mentioning
the club’s unofficial sponsorship of this
annual event which has been running for
some fifteen consecutive years. He further
suggested some possible improvements
for the Old-Timer’s Ride this year. More
about this later...

The Treasurer’s report stated our
balance to be aabout $800.00 after
outstanding bills clear.

Norton Notice Editor, Andy McKerral,
reported that the Club’s Raffle Bike should
be ready in time for the All- British
Clubman’s ShowinJanJose, March 24th,
(Editor’s Note: due to unexpeciedly
sudden hand surgery, additional assisiance
in preparing the machine would be greatly
appreciated.) He is also in dire need of a
front fender and a chain guard. (c'mon,
people!) The price-per-ticket for the raffle
was set at $1.00 (such a deal!) There was
also mentioned the possibility of showing
the bike at Raber’s Parts Mart to generate
ticket sales.

Lynn then initiated self-introductions
of all NOCers present, for the benefit of
visitors and new members.

Andy McKerral requested photographs
to be submitted for the Norton Notice by
the 3rd week of each month. A new idea
introduced was apossible “Norton Of The
Month “photo. Morerdiscussions on this
later.

The current lack of participation on the
East Bay rides was discussed. The Scribe
mentioned the ongoing search for a new
East Bay meeting venue which meets the
Club’s needs.

John Covell announced his Public
Relations position, and the Scribe
suggested that NOC Hospitality Cards
should be issued.

Former president Alan Goldwater took
the floor at this time to talk about the
impending International Norton Rally. The
deposit has been paid ffor Camp
Richardson at Lake Tahoe. The various
events discussed for the rally were: Five-
pass pokerrun, overnight runs, a full scale
Concourse, and field day events. Future
expoansion of the Rally Committee will
be determined as the work load needs
increase. The current Committee members
were introduced, along with each person’s
individual responsibilities. The Club Bike
will be raffled at a yet-to-be-determined
point during the rally.

The “NORTONES” have offered their
services to entertain at the rally and back
up Art Sirota on stage; Harry Bunting
volunteered to be rafflec manager; and, all
food will be catered on site.

T e e T e
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The Restored 500T Story
by I. Pushtit Home

After much blood, toil, tears and
sweat, the 1951 Norton model 500 T is
finished. During the course of the
restoration, I learned a lot about obscure,
obsolete, and rare Norton parts, made the
acquaintance of some very helpful
enthusiasts, and had a great time.

I learmned from Peter Roydhouse in
England that from 1949 to 1954 only 74
500 T's were brought over to the North
American continent. Peter has microfilms
of all the original factory records, and he
sent me copies of all the information
relating to 500 T’s. He has become a sort
of clearinghouse for all 500 T owners
worldwide who are searching for parts
and information. His present estimation is
that there are approximately only 150
surviving examples leftof this rare Norton.

One interesting fact that 1 learned
was that once the 500 T went into
production in 1949, Norton never altered
anything right up until the end of
production in 1954. Either they had such
a successful formula that they didn’t want
to monkey with it, or they got a bit lazy.

As I became more familiar with this
model, I became amazed at the number of
special parts. Approximately 90
components are only for the 500 T. Being
such a limited production model, these
special parts are now almost impossible to
locate. Luckily for me, most fo these
pieces were still with “the project” when
I collected it from former NOC member
Mark Wilcoxen last year.

The 500 T originally came with a
clip-type Amal carb 276 AU/IBE.
Unfortunately, my engine had a later style
Amal monoblock carb with a custom
manifold. As I studied the Amal listings
for British motorcycles from 1946 to 1955,
I become aware that they had supplied
hundreds of different types of 276 carbs.
The one that I needed was used only on
ohv Norton singles from 1946 to 1951.1
wrote to all the usual sources in England,
but came up empty-handed. Then I called
up NOC member Lewis Mendelowitz,
who lives in neighboring Palo Alto. [t was
an auspicious moment when Lewis
informed me that he did indeed have a
spare remote-float Amal in a box
somewhere in the back of his garage and,
wait a moment, the numbers stamped on
the carb body were 276 AU/1BE. So, I
rebuilt the carb with some missing pieces
supplied by Mr. Ed Brooks, who was very
supportive and encouraging. I built my
own cables and hoped my luck for finding
rare parts who hold.

The next step wasto locate the missing
toolbox. Naturally, this toolbox is different
from any other toolbox ever made by
Norton and is almost impossible tolocate.
I searched through all the different seller’s
stalls at the vintage swap meet in Tulare
while clutching my Norton Singles book
by Roy Bacon, butcouldnot find anythings
even closely resembling the original
toolbox. I contacted four other 500 T
owners in hopes of locating a spare, but it
turned out that they have all been searching
for a toolbox for about ten years! I was
almostready to give upand begin chanting
“Namyoho rengay hyo,” when Frank
Forester suggested that I call Baxter Cycles

e e



The Newsletter of the Norton Owners Club 7
e = R A R S e et e e de e N T LTt e )

in Iowa. So, I called Randy Baxter and
after a short search through his collection
of old toolboxes, he found one fora 500 T.
It was new! So, I new the Norton Spares
gods were smiling on me.

I found a 500 T chainguard and 500 T
rear number plate (no hole in it for a rear
tail light because there is no tail light)
from Robert Drury Quality Products. John
Burdette assembled a chronometric
speedometer for me from all new parts. A
new competition-type hard rubber seat
was purchased in kit form from Armours.

Itook the wheels down to Kelly Moss
at San Jose Motorcycle Wheels to get
stainless spokes laced, when I learned that
therearrim was theincorrect size. Ineeded
a WM3 for the wide rear tyre, with 40
spoke holes angled to accept the early
small diameter hub. When I got home
from Kelly’s, there was a new Accessory
Mart poster/sales brochure inmymailbox.
They were selling new BSA war
departmentrear wheels complete foronly
$16. I checked the M20 in my garage and
discovered that the rearrim was the correct
WM3 that I needed for the 500 T. I called
Bob Shanz at Accessory Mart, and he
promised to pick through the pile and
send me the wheel with the best rim. I had
it chromed at Diamond Plating in San
Jose, and soon Kelly was calling me to
inform me that the wheels were finished!

The 500 T is Norton’s last trials bike,
and I was very eager to learn all I could
about it. One interesting fact that was
revealed to me by Peter Roydhouse is that
Norton apparently employed Rex
McCandless to carry out the design and R
& D in 1947. This, of course, is the same

Rex McCandless who later designed the
first featherbed frame for Norton.

I'had the frame powdercoated, Lewis
and Templeton restored the petrol and oil
tanks, and I painted the bike myself using
Imron by DuPont. Dick Klatt, the
sheetmetal wizard in Southern Calif,,
straightened out some of the bent and
twisted parts. Healsomade me anew bash
plate using the old one as a pattern. The
gearbox was rebuilt by Phil Radford using
new gears, new original countershaft
sprocket, and a roller bearing on the
layshaft (Andy McKerral, take note!!).
Dave Lindsley rebuilt the Lucas
competition racing magneto. I rebuilt the
front forks, cluich and everythings else.
Mark Wilcoxen had already rebuilt the
engine when I bought the bike from him.

Norton claimed the bike weighed only
289 Ibs., which was considerably less
than anything offered by the competition
at the time. This may have accounted in
part for the successes enjoyed by Jack
Williams, Geoff Duke, Rex Young and
other factory riders. Cyril Kemp, riding
hisprivately owned 500 T, beat the factory
riders and won the 1951 Experts sidecar
class.

Having no headlight or taillight, this
machine is not legal for road use in
California. I have registered it for off-
road use and plan to ride it in the easiest,
wimpiest and least skill-demanding trials
course Dick Mann can come up with!
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International Norlo®) Owners Association

HIGH SIERRA_

Richardson's Resort, South Lake Tahoe, CA

Rally fees: Adults $40.00 ($35 before 7/1/91) Note: Full RV hookups and family cabins are
Children 5-16 yrs $10, under 5 free available separately, Contact Richardson's Resort
at 800-544-1801 for reservations (required).

Fees include the following:

X ! Special events and features:

¢ 1?“,;1‘{ m_gdl;ts ca:gng » 1971 Commando Roadster raffle

*auy LOES- M I0uEs » Five passes poker run with cash prizes
s E?v?;lsn;;mdtzwmrmfﬂe ticket * Overnighter to Yosemite Park

. PriZes * Breakfast served da

* Friday barbecue with live music « Free Casino shuttle: G

« Saturday banquet

To preregister, complete the form below and mail to:
Harry Bunting, 1165 Crandano Court, Sunnyvale, CA 94987

Mail this form to: Harry Bunting, 1165 Crandano Court, Sunnyvale CA 94587

Name:

Address

City: State: Zip:
INOA #: Number in party (adults) (children)

Amount enclosed;

ALL FUNDS IN US DOLLARS
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THE FOURTIH ANNUAL

CLUBMAN'S ALL-BRITISH

'MOTORCYCLE SHOW._
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