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2 The Newsletter of the Norton Owners Club

is published by the Northern California Norton
Ownmers Club, Its purpose is to inform and entertain
members regarding all aspects of the Norton motor-
cycle, including history, technical advice, and pres-
ervation of the marque.

The NORTON NOTICE is a reflection of the read-
ership, who are encouraged to submit any anticle,
technical tip, photograph (original or otherwise) as
long as it is in good taste, so that other Norton
enthusiasts may enjoy it (Good taste is somewhat
optional, but hey- this is a group of bikers we're
talking about here... that's why we have an editor.)

The deadfine for items to be submitted for publica-
tion is the 20th of each month.The NORTON
NOTICE welcomes contributions submitted elec-
tronically. Material in MS Word or Aldus Page-
maker on a Macintosh 3.5" disc is ideal. You may
also send it directly 1o the editor via X modem at the
telephone number listed for the Editor; set your
telecom software for B/n/1, use the X or Z MODEM
file transfer protocol, and just nng up the Editor who
is home most evenings. Also I-mail can be received
by using INTERNET to norton2@aol.com.

Membership in the Northern California Noron
Owners Club is available for $20.00 per vear. Mem-
bership dues are payable 10 the Branch Treasurer.
Rdvertising rates are$68/year for a
1/4 page ad!

Renewal dues are pavable at the end of the individ-
val's membership vear, that month being designated
by the last number of the individoal's membership
number as listed on the mailing label of the NOR-
TON NOTICE and the membership card.

Al ehamges of oddrsss abenldl g to s
Braneh Trosswrsrs noi the NOTITE
el by

The Northem Califormia Norton Owners Club is
affiliated with both the Norton Owners Club of
Lngland and the [nternational Norton Owners Asso-
ciation. Interesied persons can join these 1wo or-
ganizations per the terms described on the Branch
membership application form.

CLURB OFFICERS
PRESIDENT: Maya Lai
1370 McKendne, San Jose, CA 95126
(408) 241-1812

VICE PRESIDENT: Duncan Ferguson
2831 Petuma Ct, Union City, CA 94587,
(510)489-0135

TREASURER: Grover Bahr
307 E. 40th Avenue , San Mateo, CA 94403
(415)358-019

RIDES MARSIHAILL: Jim Carton
2818 23rd Ave., Oakland, CA 94606
(510)534-8030

NOTICE EDITOR & SECRETARY:

Alan Mueller, 128 Windsor C't San Carlos,
CA, 94070-2198, (415)59]1-5444 or
modem/fax (415)595-3368, e-mail:
norton2@aol.com

PARAPHENALIA: John Bria
1801 Howard Ave., San Carlos, CA 94070
(415) 392-8793

PUBLIC RELATIONS: John Covell
1183 Alemany, San Francisco, CA 94112
(415)334-1183

e-mail: senator@well sf ca us

PHOTO-JOURNALISM: Gerald Mauricio
PO Box 655, El Granada, CA 94018 (415)
726-9337

INORTON OWNERS
CLUB

IMPORTANT (Please take mote of the following finc print):

The objeet of the Morthern Cahformm Nortom Owaters Clubas w
p . ge and develop welmg scovittes. The Club's
members st owners of Nonon motorcyeles and they often submmit for
publication m the NORTON NOTICE techuical tips pertaining ro
mtoreyeles of the Niston marmqie Techmeal lips so published have
been reviewed for techmieal content and are believed to be both
scceplable snd workable, b no guaranies o made o unphied s
they will wark correctly. nor 1= any bability assizmed by either the

Norwon Ownees Club or the members for any problems remulting from
wte of these techmical bps The club also asanes no respotsabbiny for
the acts of of 1 bers in m with Club aclv
nes NORTON NOTICE arvecles or ather materials expreas ihe
suthors views only end no necessanly the ool poliey of the
Nomon owners Club or ats Northen Calitorma Hranch. The editor

reserves the nalt waccept. reeet of alter all editanal and adventismg
matenal submurzed for publicanen. Advernsing published docs not
rmiply endersement of provinets. goods o senvices. Now yon knew
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Club Rides Schedule
The ride schedule for 1994

May 15: Jim's North Bay Ride
(Napa, Berryessa Lake area)

June 11: (Saturaday) Fred Twigg Ride
July 16: (Saturday) Santa Cruz Ride
July 30: over night to Minden, Nevada
August 12, 13, 14: unofficial ride at the
Dardenelles

September 11: (Sunday)Old Timer's
Ride

October 16: (Sunday) Mt. Hamilton
Ride

November 5: (Saturday) Northemn
California All-British Ride/ 5th annual
Don Danmeier 50th Birthday Party
December ?7: No ride scheduled

Activities at a glance.....

May B: Santa Cruz 11th Annual Rally of
European Motorcycles

May 20 - 222 AMA Superbike Race,
Laguna Seca

June 5: Norton Day at Alice's Restaurant
June 12: Northern California Motorcycle
Festival. Laguna Seca (formerly Casa de
Fruta). For information call (408)972-8063
June 22-25: | N.O.A. 19th Annual Rally,
Rapid City, South Dakota

July 28-31: CMA/AMCRA Atlantic: Vintage
TT, Halifax, Nova Scotia

August 19-21; AMA Superbike Race at
Sears Point

As I am informed of events, I will include
them in the Noftice....editor

Meeting Schedule

The Club meets on the second Thursday of
each month. The meetings are SUPPOSED
o starl at 8:00 PM. If vou get tired of
bench racing, bring a newspaper to read.

May 12th
Fremont Brewery

June Sth - Prince of Wales

July 14th - Harry's Hofbrau

August 11th - The Conecticut Yankee
September Bth - Fremont Brewery
October 13th - Prince of Wales
November 10th - Harry's Hofbrau
December ? - To be announced

Harry’s Hofbran: 399 West El Camine
Real, Mountain View, CA., (415)964-8455
Jjust north of Highway 85 on Ll Camino Real
Prince of Wales Pub: 106 |:st 25th Avenue,
San Mateo, CA., (415)574-9723 —— Off
Highway 101 between Highway 92 and
Hillsdale Blvd, Next to San Mateo County
Irairgrounds.

Fremont Brewery: Note new name! 3350
Stevenson Blvd., Fremont, CA., — —FEast of
1Tighway 880 near Paseo Padre.
Connecticut Yankee: 100 Connecticut St,
San Francisco, CA (41555210, Vermont
St. rnoff off of Highway 101 North
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Graphics Contributions
Photography:

Gerald Mauricio, Hugh Hefner
Steve Cobum, Alan Mueller

Press Production and Halftones:
John & Carrie l'ollett:
White Oak Press, San Carlos, CA
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Mayas Minutes ...

by Maya Lai, President

The meeting at the Conneticut Yankee
was a full house. My apologies for the
management there. There was a slight
misunderstanding. We congratulated Joe
Edwards on getting married to Shelly.
(sly dog you....) We welcomed new
member Mark Robbins into the club.1

thanked Mike Burnham for being one of

the judge at the Clubman show.

We discussed Norton Day up at
Alices. It will be June Sth. 1 talked with
Art up there at Alices, and he says they
will be more than happy 1o help us. T will
change their menu to suit our needs. 'm
working on that. I will be asking for
volunteers for the event. I would like to
see this be a wonderful tum ont. Art said
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they could put (Norton Day with the date)
on their t-shirts with the Nortons on them.
If anyone would like to help, please call
me....(408) 241-1812.

4

FPipes Up .....

by Duncan Ferguson, V. P.

]ﬂorton Day at Alice’s

Restaurant is going to happen. After
much ground work by Jerry I, it appears
there will be a Norton Day on Sunday,
June 5th.

Joe Edwards , Alan Goldwater and |
mel with Barry, the manager of Alice’s,
on Sunday the 17th of April to set guide
lines for Norton Day. We will be allowed
to display the Club Banner. There will be
a section of the parking lot set aside for
Norton parking.

Alice’s will set up a BBQ, have cold
beer available and also will supply live
music on site. The only thing that Barry
has asked 1s please “no flyers” advertising

Norton Day in Woodside.

This is a good chance for the NCNOC
to be seen and heard from in @ good light.
See you there!

What a great turn out for the April
mecting at the new venue in San Francisco.
There were 30+ members present.

The May meeting will be in Fremont
at The Iremont Brewery, previously
known as Brew Pub on the Green, Weather
permitting the meeting will be held on the
pato.

Keep itin the wind - but remember ©
watch that mirror. Joe and 1 counted five
different police cars between Alice’s and
Highway 101. Pipes up!

e se e e S, T e



The Newsletter of the Norton Owners Club 5

Minutes of the April Mesting

The meeting was called to order by
President Maya Lai at 8:20 pm. The
mecting this month was held at a new
venu, The Connecticut Yankee in San
Francisco. There was an excellent tumout
of around 34 member which scemed to
throw the restaurant owners for a loop.
After awhile they came around, however,
and cveryone had a great meal.

A new member, Mark Robbins, was
introduced by Maya.

‘The Clubman’s Show last month was
fun and a success, however, not many
walches were sold.

Congratulations were given to Joe
Tidwards who got married on St. Pats day
up at Tahoe and then had a fantasuc
reception in April back herc on the
Peninsula.

Lynne Miller gave a brief report on
the Taster Morning Ride. He went over a
bit of the history and explained what the
problems were in the past. As most people
found out, at the last minute the officials
changed their minds and allowed the nide
to procede. They charged each bike $5.00
to go up the hill which is well worth the
greal expenience of joining so many bikers
on a beautiful morning. There were
anywhere from 293 to 395 hikes depending
on who was counting. There will be a
write up about the ride in one of the local
biker rags. Next year will be the 20th
annual nde, so plan on attending. Thanks
to Lynne for keeping this tradition alive.

There will be a concourse in Silverado
on June Sth. This year it will include
motorcyeles. They must be older than
1959 to be included and they must run.

It was decided to try to get June Sth
for the Norton Day up at Alice's
Restaurant. More information will follow,

It was suggested that we check the
legality of using the park for the Old
Timers Ride now that everyone 1s getting
so picky.

Jim Carton gave a report on the North
Bay Ride on May 15th. It will meet at
Denny’s at 9:00 am. Details arc to he
found further along in the Notice.

Someone asked why the president of
the Norton club rode to the meeting on a
Harley.

John Bna discussed the necessity of
selling the watches. [e also asked for a
show of hands to give him an idea of what
we need to order in the way of T-shirts,
sweat shirts, goll shirt, ete... | think he
now has a better idea of what the club
wants. A fund was started to raise some
money to send ‘I'-shirts to the remaining
workers in the Norton factory back in
Merre Olde England.

Happy Birthday was sung to yours
truly who is now another year older and
graycer.

There was a discussion about using
bulk mail now that the Notice weighs
more than the $.29 allows.

The meeting was officially closed at
9:30 so that Ken Armann could give a
tech-talk about clutch plates. A very
informative discussion followed.

Respectfully submitted,

Alan Mueller, editor and secretary
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Whazz Happ’nin
~regional news of the NCNOC

East Bay Report
by Duncan Ferguson

Harley's, Harley's and more Harley's,
Joe Edwards and [ went to Vallejo for the Easy
Rider's Regional Bike and Tattoo Show -
more chrome, more leather and more tats then
could be counted. When we arrived there
were only approximately 100 - 200 bikes in the
parking lot. Two hours later as we left there
were well over 1000 Harleys. The Easy Rider
people were taking pictures of the nicest bikes
in the lot and had to stop and takes pictures of
the only non-Harleys in the lot.

On the ride home, we stopped in San
Francisco at the world famous Buena Vista -
thanks for the Insh Coffee, Joe!.

Five AM. and my Norton don’t appear in
the same time zone so [ missed the Easter
Morning ride up Mt. Tam. Sorry about that.

I did ride down to the Coleman Ave.
venue for the Blessing of the Bikes. Glad to
report thal mine was not the only Norton
present. A very pretty BSA took the trophy for
the best British bike. It was a good event with
many clubs present. It wasn't rowdy thanks
partly to the CHP and San Jose P.D.

Spring is upon us! The ride through Niles
Canyon, Palomaras Canyon is at it's prettiest
The Sunol Lounge and the Florence offer a
great BBQ on Sundays from 3pm to 8pm —
both have live music and cold beer. See you
there!

Peninsula Snooze
by Jerry Jolliff

Well it's Nortime again to write this rag
and have I got news for you. ['ve been in Lhe
automotive aftermarket for a long time and |
don't endorse everything that drops off the
parts truck. But I'll tell ya upfront “spht-fire”
spark plugs make a difference in the way your
Norton performs. [ can feel the difference and
you will also. Forgit platinum, copper, current
barmiers (ribs) resistors, load your pockets with
duckets, go down to a vender that advertises

with the “Notice™ and have them order you a
set You will love um. Following is a personal
view on drive sprocket ratios by Jim Balliro
(technical digest). For those of you who are
thinking of changing theirs. First, however, |
wanl to thank Maya for bringing snacks to our
last meting... great idea!! [t looks as though
Norton Day at Alices is a go. Excellent! Party
on, Wayne!! For those of you who are into
Norton watching you need a Norton watch to
watch, getit? Gotit!! And remember, the air
is free...so getout in it!
Drive Socket Ratios
by Jim Balliro
19 teeth = maximum acceleration on a N30,
but will over-rev in fourth gear (stock on
North Amernican N30}
20 teeth = Good for N50.. rapid performance
on an K50 (stock on North American 850)
2] teeth = Maximum for stock 750 and suitable
for a strong 850 (stock on Euro 750)
22 teeth = Must own CB or Fuzzbuster to use
(stock on Euro 830)

Jim’s North Bay Ride
by Jim Carton

The May ride will meet at 2 am (and
hopefully leave shortly after) at Denny's
Restaurant on Powell St in Emeryville. The
ride will take us to | ake Berryessa, Calistoga,
St. Helena, Rutherford, Yountville and
Sonoma.

This is one of the best rides in the Bay
Areasodon't miss it Thisis a long nide ( the
longer the better, right?) Hence the early start.
So eat breakfast first or get to Denny’s early.
We will be stopping sometime in the afternoon
for a bite at the English Pub up there on
Highway 29 in St. Helena. Any North Bay
riders could meet us say at 10 am at the Suisun
Valley Rd exit on the west side of the lreeway
il they didn't want to start in Emeryville. Just
doit! This is motorcycling at it’s finest,

Where we meet £& A& M5
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Selling Watches at Clubman Show!
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View fromwte BIRIIDGE
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Leo Sowers has wrillen a series of very
interesting articles that 1 would like fo

include in this spot for the next few months.
Thanks Leo !!

PURPLE HAZE
“Three Days of the Norton”

All of us have stories. Some from Grade
School, High School, College or later.
When people look at my1974 Norton and
ask why I had it painted 1971 Norton
Purple, 1 just smile and remember “Freak™.
Freak and T spent four years together in
College and Graduate School putting miles
on motorcycles. [ had two Japanese bikes
and one Norton during those (our years.
Freak had one 1971 Norton during those
four years and he put approximately
100,000 miles on that bike during that
time. He brought his Norton to College
with him in 1971. It was brand new and
the most beautiful motoreyele [ had ever
seen. It was painted Norton Purple.

We had many riding adventures
during those four years, luckily none of
them were tragic. Although looking back
today, 20 years later, I'm sure Freak and |
used up eight of our nine lives. To put it
bluntly we had a lot more testosterone
than common sense.

This story is called the “Three Davs
of the Norton™ and it took place in June
1973. We got out of College, for the
summer, in June. The school was in
Florida and my parents lived in Virginia,
Freak’s lived in New Jersey. We decided
that we would ride our bikes to Virginia
(800 miles) and after resting overnight
Freak would drive up to New Jersey.

1 had a 450cc Honda with tall gearing
for the highway. So, [ could cruisc at the
speed limit of 70 mph. Freak hated
Japanese bikes. He told me in no uncertain
words that he was *“going home™ and I'd

better find a way to keep up and keep “that
#$%#@ trash bike” together. What I
haven't explained here is that Freak was
one hell of a self taught mechanic, and his
Norton was HEAVILY modified, He had
small riser handle bars, a narrow low
chopper style seat, highway pegs and a
small sissy bar. This allowed him to put a
large backpack on the seat behind him,
place his fcet on the highway pegs, and
lean back against the backpack. In this
“lazy boy recliner” position he would
typically drive straight through from
Florida to New Jersey (1200 miles)
nonstop in 24 hours!

The Norton’s “snort” was also
HEAVILY modified. Freak's bike had
10.5 compression ratio Dunstall pistons, a
Dunstall racing cam, ported heads, a
Dunstall exhaust system, a Bamett clutch,
and a 24 tooth countershaft sprocket. What
this added up to was a Norton that wouldn’t
run smoothly below 4000 RPM. So, that's
the speed that Freak drove it on the
Interstate, which translated to 80 - 85
MPH! My liule Honda was in for a real
rough 800 mile sprint to Virginia.

The day before we were 1o leave (or
iry to blow up Leo’s Honda) another guy
at school, called Mark, asked if he could
ride with us. Mark was going to the same
area of New Jersey as Ireak.

We talked to Freak. He said OK, but
he had this funny smile on his face. He
knew that Mark only had a little 350cc
two stroke Kawasaki. The next afternoon,
after our last exam, the “Three Day’s of
the Norton” began.

We got on to 1-95, headed North, at
about 3:00 PM. Freak immediately dialed
the big Norton up to 80 mph and started to
leave us as it started (o rain,

(1o be continued)
Some article titles coming up:
*Freak makes the Norton capable of eluding
Police!
*Freak burns down the Norton!
*'Crazy Joe" tnics to dnve I'reak’s Norton!

T e e e T e
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Npts & BoltS & 0ddS & Ends

Ihe Norton Notice Meets the Norton

At the Clubman’s Show the editor got a
chance to meet Dave Fvans whois the Assistant
Head Mechanic at the Norton factory in
England. He was very interesting to talk 1o but
was nol much more informed about the (uture
of Norton than we are. He was aware of the
Canadian group led by Skalbania. In fact
Skalbania's daughter, Rozanda, lives near the
lactory and is actually running what is left of
the organization. Dave told us that there are
about 20 employees there now and he wonders
how the company is paying them seeing as that
they are not producing any product at the
moment. )

He is here in the U.S. to work with the
rotary engine in other capacitics such as boats,
home built airplanes, etc.. )

Dave on the last successful racing
team at Norton, ‘They won the British TT in
1989 and also the F1 championship in 1990
They were sponsored by who dropped
financial help in 1992. Dave Erorms&s to keep
in touch with me if he hears any new
dcve}ognenls coming out of England.

Heniok e
A Letter!

Thanks for the March Norton Notice,
which I discovered in my pile of accumulated
mail when [ returned from Daytona and the
Keys. | want to congratulatc you on the
exc]il I1enl Jjob you are doing - keep up the good
wo

One comment and suggestion: | noticed a
very familiar cartoon on page 4. Unless [ am
mistaken, that was done by David Asahima of
the San Diego Norton Club back in the mid-
1980's, and accompanied Art Sirota’s “Norton
Garden". They were both published in our
1986 April Fools issue of the Norton Rag
which Dave called the “Norton Nag"”. [ assume
you must have found a copy. Inany case, most
authors and cartoonists, etc. appreciate geting
credit when their work is “borrowed”. As far
as | know, Dave would have no objections, but
I do feel that he, and the Norton Rag should get
credit

Ride well,

Steve Coburn
Sorry about that Steve. I'm libel to find all
kines of things. 1 probably won 't know where
they came from, either. If this happens, let me
know! ...editor
et ook

Nortern California Motorcycle Festival

The 5th annual Northern California Motorcycle
Festival at a4 new location, laguna Secca,

Monterey. This [estival used to be at The Casa
de I'ruta” Greg Schetd and Associates present
the 5th annual cdition of this festival. It will be
held at the Laguna Seca Raceway and
Recreation Area in beautiful Monteréy, [n
1993 there were over Lhree thousand
motoreyelists attending the show. This year
they are expecling over four thousand
motorcyclists looking for new and used

and accessories.  For registration call Gre
Scheid and Associates, 124H Blosso

Rd. #438, San Jose, CA. 95123 or for more
information call (408)972-8063.

EEXREEERE

'l'lth Anpal Rally of European Motorcycles

All riders are welcome to_join them
Sundﬁ-. May 8th at the Santa Cruz Fairgrounds.
The address is on Highway 152 in Watsonville,
CA_ This years rally will be an ENDURO style

course with a choice of a long or short
course featuring the backroads of Santa Cruz,
County. A 50/50 raffle and door prize giveaway
will be held lollowing the nde. An afternoon
BBQ lunch will also be available at an
additional cost.

Registration and check in begins at 9:00
am, cut-off tme to start is 1 1:00am. Awards
will be at 2:00pm. The costis $9.00 or $7.00
if pre-registered. [or further information call
Gerry Reynolds at (408)424-5265 or Mario
Saviano, evenings at (408)3394-7346,

EXETRTE LR XK K

The National Norton Rally !!

l.ou Caputo called the Norton hotline
(INOA— (404)969-8795) and the dates for
the National Rally are June 22-26 near Rapid
City, SD. Final T_?ans not firmed up but ¢club
members might like these dates for planning,
He said he was going to try and go.

The hotline might be’a way for you
to get some up-to-date news on whal's
happening. The number will be changing soon
according to the message but the phone
company should supply the new number,

EEXERFLRR TR R
A Good Contact from Rick Cording!

[ wanted to pass on a good contact to any
of the Peninsulfrulub members who are
searching for a welder. | have used Brian
Stearns of Advanced Welding, Mt View
(415)967-5583 10 weld up a fender and a chain

uard for my Velo. Both pieces came out

autifully. “In addition, Brian is an active
motorcyelist, BMW restorer, and useful contact
with other restoration tradesmen.

T e T T e
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WANNA BUY A WATCH ?

= N.C.N.O.C. Members ...... $ 35.00 + tax



