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The Newsletter of the
Northern California Norton Owners Club

No. 203

Lynn Miller will Lead "The Easter Morning Ride"
(See Page 9 for details)
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is published by the Northern California Norton
Owners Club. Tts purpose is to inform and entertain
members regarding all aspects of the Norton
motorcycle, including history, technical advice, and
preservation of the marquee.

The NORTON NOTICE is a reflection of the
readership, who are encouraged to submit ant article,
technical tip, photograph (original or otherwise) as
long &s it is in good taste, so that other Norton
enthusiasts may enjoy it. (Good taste is somewhat
optional, but hey-this is a group of bikers we're
talking about here....that’s why we have an editor.)

The deadline foritems to be submitied for publication
is the 20th of each month.. The NORTON NOTICE
welcomes contributions submitted electronically.
Material in any format placed on a 3.5” floppy disc
can be read by the editors clever Macintosh. You
may also send articles directly to the editor via
modem or fax at 415-595-3368. Set your telecom
software to 8/n/1, use X or Z modem file wansfer
protocol, and just call up the editor most evenings
(don't wait until the 20th...there is a long line then).
The editor also has a fax at his office (4]15-593-
4850). E-mail can be sent using INTERNET to
norton2 @aol.com.

Membership in the Northern California Norton
Owners Club is available for $20.00 per year.
Membership dues are payable to the Branch
Treasurer.

Aduertising rates are $68.88/year for
a 1/4 page ad!!

Renewal dues are payable at the end of the
individual's membership year, which is designated
by the last number listed on the mailing label of the
Norton Notice and the membership card.

All changes of address or questions
about membership or the Notice, call
theTreasurer.....nol the Notice editor!!

The Northern California Norton Owners Club is
affiliated with both the Norton Owners Club of
England and the International Norton Owners
Association. Interested persons can join these two
organisations per the terms described on the Branch
membership application form.

CLUE OFFICERS

PRESIDENT: Maya Lai

1370 McKendrie, San Jose, CA 95126
(408)241-1812:

maya%efasrfood%daver @sgiblab.sgi.com

VICE-PRESIDENT/PARAPHERNALIA;
Joe Edwards

241 Blossom Hill Rd. #1, San Jose, CA.
{408)365-1058

TREASURER: Stan&Lani Beneveds
36646 Darvon Ct., Newark, CA. (510)793-
0704

RIDES MARSHALL: Jim Carton
1749 137th Ave. San Leandro, CA.
(510)483-2045

NOTICE EDITOR/SECRETARY::

Alan Mueller

128 Windsor Ct. San Carlos, CA 94070-
2198, (415)591-5444 or modem/fax
(415)595-3368 or (415)593-4850: E-mail:
norton2@aol.com

PUBLIC RELATIONS: John Covell
1183 Alemany Blvd., San Francisco, CA
94112 (415)334-1183; E-mail:
senator@well.sf.ca.us

PHOTO-JOURNALISM: Gerald Mauricio
PO Box 655, El Granada, CA 94018
(415)726-9337

SGT-AT-ARMS: Lynne Miller
639 Mangels, San Francisco, CA.
(415)334-2042
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Upcommingy Evernity

Club Rides Schedule
April 16

Easter Momning on Mt. Tam
May 13-14: North Bay Ride/Weekend
June 11: Santa Cruz & South Coast Ride
July 30: Fred Twigg Ride
August 12th weekend: Dardanelle
September 17: Old Tigt[ijcr:'gflfg;:c;gl Rt
October 15: Mt. Hamilton Ride
November 5?: All-British Ride
November 12: Delta Ride
December: No rides scheduled
If rides are cancelled due to poor weather -
plan on the ride taking place the following

week - same time - same place. Check with
Jim/!

April 2 (Sun): Rallye de Milani GP, San
Rafael; for details call Ed Meagor (415)457-
5423

April 23: AHRMA MX Sandhill Ranch,
Brentwood, CA

April 28-30: AHRMA roadracing, Willow
Springs, Roasmond, CA

April 28-30: Superbike Laguna Seca

May 21: 12th Annual Rally of European
Motorcycles, Santa Cruz

June 23-25: West Coast Norton Rendevous in
Southemn Oregon

Sept. 16: AHRMA Steamboat Springs, CO
Oct. 22: AHRMA MX, Hollister, CA

Scanning:

Steve Micheli
A.B.E. Dental, Belmont, CA

Meeting Schedule
The Club meets on the second Thursday of
each month. The meetings are SUPPOSED 1o
start at 8:00 PM. If you get tired of bench
racing, bring a newspaper to read.

April 13th
Harry's Hoffbrau (Mt. View)

May ? - Marin County Weekend/Ride
June 8th - Prince of Wales

July 13th- Harry's Hofbrau (San Leandro)
August 10th - Connecticut Yankee
September 14th - Fremont Brewery
October 12th - Harry's Hofbrau (Mt
View)

November 9th - San Jose Venue
December ?- Xmas Party

Harry’s Hofbrau: 399 West El Camino
Real, Mountain View, CA., (415)964-

8455; just north of Highway 85 on El
Camino RI.
X : 14900 E. 14Th St,,

San Leandro, CA _

Pri W : 106 East 25th
Ave., San Mateo, CA., (415)574-9723:
off Highway 101 between Hwy 92 and
Hillsdale Blvd. Nextto San Mateo County
Fairgrounds

Fremont Brewery: 3350 Stevenson
Blvd., Fremont, CA., East of Hwy 880

near Paseo Padre. .
Connecticut Yankee: 100 Connecticut
St.. San Francsico, CA., (415)552-4440;
Vermont St. Turnoff of Hwy 101 North
Photography:
Alan Mueller, Lou Caputo
Joe Edwards
Press Production and
Halftones:
John and Carrie Follett:
White Oak Press, San Carlos, CA
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fHlaya's Minutes.....

by Maya Lai, President

ell guys, I made it through surgery.

Were there any bets out there? I still

have problems swallowing and feel
like Frankenstein’s bride with the stapels in
the front of my throat. The doctor said it won't
show because he put the cut in a crease in my
neck. What creases?? [ sure grumbled about
that.

The last month has been a sad one
indeed. You all must know that we lost one of
our best. Duncan was my right hand man. All
smiles and help. He definatley will be missed.
I couldn’t have asked
forabetter V.P.. I never had any battles to have
" himdoanything forthe club. Heneveroutspoke
me and even kept you guys quiet while I gave
the meetings. He took care of “Snort” for me,
which Jerry Jollif has now. He was a kind and
funny and wild kind of guy and a sweetheart to
boot. With the raffle of his chaps, we raised
14003 for his daughter Laura, which went into
a savings account until she is 18. (I won the
chaps). I think that Duncan would have

approved of what we did for his daughter.
Shelly, Joe Edwards good half, made abeautiful
wreath that we put up on the telephone pole
that Duncan side swiped on his way down on
Niles Canyon Rd. I do beleive that in my years
in the club, we have never lost an officer this
way. | pray that we don’t lose anymore.

Don Danmier was hurt when
someone turned left infront of him while he
was riding a new Red Hunter Ariel he had just
purchased. This happened in Daytona, Florida
during bike week. I hear he cracked his hips.
Well Don. I"ve been that route too, same way
in fact. Please take care so you will get on your
bikes, too. I'll race you to recovery! [ do
beleive that Joe Edwards ran the meeting for
me and that the ride was the only good day that
week. Thank you very much Joe, what a guy.

Well, I hope to be at the Clubman
show, as I'm sure does Don Danmier. Be
careful out there!

Maya

[t o s el JE M 31 . o i ————to o
The Veep peaks...... by joe Edwards, v.p.

The prez, Maya, has asked me to fill
the remaining term of the vice-president, this
I will do. I hope that I can do a job as well as
Duncan had done. I still will be looking for all
the help I can get. 1know all of you out there
will miss the Santa Claus man on his red
Norton as much as [ will. They are tough shoes
to fill, bur I shall try my best. I would like to
say thank you to each and every one of you
who took the time to call me when they heard
about Duncan — Mario, from the Monterey
Bay Club, Capt’n Commando from the North
Texas Norton Owners Club, Gene Sherbank of
Simi Valley, also Harry Gross, a Norton
member living in Alaska. We also would like
to say thank you to the president of the
International Norton Owners Club...but the
guy with the beard is “twisting it the way he

always liked to do.

The sale of the sweaters has gone
real well and by the time you have read this, the
first batch will have been delivered...the
response has been so great, we will order some
to keep in stock...the sizes that we will carry
will be medium, large, extra large and the price
will be $40. We will carry only a small
inventory so contact me as 00N as you can, the
only color we will carry will be harvest
green...no COD's,...... PLEASE!!

The Monterey Bay Club has set the
one day rally for May 21st (see page 10 of this
issue). Thoseof you that can makeit will enjoy
the day they set up. They have a great poker
run and lots of door prizes along with some
great food....mark it!

vermrnsncowCONtinued on Page 16 shup

*
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The Marchi2th membership
meeting of the Northern California Norton
Owners Club was called to order by acting
president Joe Edwards at 10:00AM. This
months venue was the El Rancho Steak
House in San Jose. Considering the
weather outlook we had about 16 members
and a few guests. Linda and Alycia were
present along with their significant others.

Outside, ready to be ridden were
10 Nortons and 1 Harley. The plan was to
have the Marchride following the meeting.

Aurt Sirota introduced a friend of
his, Donn Tomlinson from New Zealand.
Donn is a Norton Club member in New
Zealand and is here visiting while crewing
on a ship sailing to various ports around
the world,

Joe asked for volunteers to help
man the NCNOC booth at the Clubman
Show on March 25th. Those interested
are to call Grover Buhr to set up times
with him.

We will try to sell a few items as
well as membershipsif we have the correct
resale license number. Anyone trying to
* sellitemsmust have one of these numbers.
They are easy to get but take come time
and paperwork.

Joe stated that he has the art
work almost ready to present to the club
for the upcoming national rally in "96. He
1s also trying to get some of the items
ready for the Clubmans Show. Due to the
terrible events this past month, Joe
Edwards will act as Vice-President and

Alan Mueller will take over the Secretary
position for the remaining year.

Itwasreported thatMayais doing
quite well and Joe sent a living plant as a
gift from the club. He took the funds from -
the paraphernalia money.

Duncan’s wife has given Ken
Armann the Norton that Duncan was
riding. Ken will restore the bike and then
the club will raffle the bike off at the
National Rally in "96. The proceeds will
go into a fund for Duncan's daughter.

Joe reported that $1500 was
raised at the wake for Duncan. This
money was given to Duncan’s sister who
was to execute the estate.

The membership is down to
around 160. We need to do something to
bolster membership. When the
membership is down, so is the treasury.

It was suggested that more
AHRMA information is placed in the
Notice. The editor stated that he will put
in whatever information he receives.

Don Danmeler was inanaccident
downinFlorida. Art Sirotasuggested that
we all sign the back of one of our ride
maps and send it off to him as a get well
card. Tt was done.

The meeting was adjourned at
10:30 AM.

Respectfully submitted,

Alan Mueller
(Secretary and Editor)
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LAKE SELMAC?
by Kat Majors (editor, Northwest Norton Atlas)

You've never heard of Lake Selmac? Have no
idea where it is? It could be due to the fact that
itlies between the Oregon Caves and Crater Lake; a
couple of spectacular natural wonders just 2 12
inches apart (well, it’s a small map). It could also
have something to do with the fact that T couldn’t
find it on ANY of my maps - not even my BLM
Recreation Guide to Oregon. Granted, it was
printed in July 1967, but whole lakes don't just
spontaneously appear, do they?

Well, maybe they do. Lake Selmac 1s a 160 acre
man-made lake “located in a fairy tale wonderland
20 miles south of Grants Pass™ near a town called
Selma, Oregon. No speed boats or water skiing are
allowed, but swimming, fishing, and hiking are
encouraged. Considering all the fish hatcheries |
found listed for the area, I guess they needed another

place to put all those fish they grow.

Of course, those aren't the only things to do in
Josephine County: If you're a rock- hound, there
are museums, celebrations and even parks
dedicated to your hobby. The Oregon Caves are
as rock-oriented as you can get, and at the Mill
Creek Scenic Area they feature “Giant Boulders
that are worn smooth by water”. If you're more

into "Middle-Earth", there is a mini-park inhabited
by Hobbits just 2m N of Cave Junctionon US 199.

Looking for accommodations that are more
accommodating to your need to pamper your
bones? Caves and camping, even Hobbit houses,
sound a little uncomfortable? Kerby, the closest
town south of Selma, sports the Holiday Motel and
the Kerbyville Inn, a bed and breakfast. Just a short
distance further is Cave Junction, which lists 3
additional motels and a bed and breakfast of it's
own. Within the Illinois Valley you can also find
such amenities as a drive-in theater, petting zoo and
wildlife park, golf course, swimming pool, 3
vineyards, 3 markets and a laundromat. Not to
mention the “Roughand Ready Botanical Wayside”,
and the “Woodland Echoes Walk Thru History
Theme Park’. . Oh, by the way, Kerby is a
reconstructed ghost town that was started in 1856
by aguy who was stranded when his mule died.
It seems he was headed north from Crescent City,
hauling a pool table. Either no-one wanted to help
him carry itany further, or they just decided that was
as good a place as any to party...

But what about the roads? What's to
see from the back of your motorized pony?

Traveling E on 239 (at Wilderville), the road runs
along the Applegate River, and on it (or just off it),
is a 122ft long covered bridge next to a rest stop,
complete with swimming hole and picnic tables.
The next town along the way, Ruch, hosts the
Valley View Vineyard (open daily from Easter to
Chnistmas), and the town of Jacksonvilleis actually
a historic landmark reflecting the Gold Rush of the
1850s.

At this point, if you travel N over a county road

to Gold Hill, you're on your way to a real party
town! That is, if you visit Rogue River the Saturday
before our rally, you can experience the Annual
Rooster Crowing Contest' (How many times can
your rooster crow in 30 minutes?)
A bt further N, in Wimer, yvou'll find another
covered bridge that was builtin 1927. You'll soon
find yourself looping SE, and then you're back
near Gold Hill again.

If you decided to take the road more
traveled at this fork, you will find yourself in
Medford - host to Hammy & Davids, Jackson
Perkins, and the Medford Corporation (a lumber
plant) all of whom offer tours. NW of Grants Pass,
you can visit the crater rock museum in Central
Point, or visit a couple more covered bridges to
the NE (off 62) on State 140. Eagle Point has it’s
own historic landmark, a water powered grist mill
builtin 1872, and another fish hatchery. Or,
another road N of Medford will take you to Table
Rock, not only a “basalt formation resulting from
volcanic activity and erosion”, but the location
of some historic activity between the Indians and
the white militia. If you plan on staying for more
than justthe rally weekend, there are lots of other
campgrounds (even a couple of free ones!)in
the area, or you can pamper yourself at one of
the many motels, bed and breakfasts or lodges.
There are lots of whitewater rafting and mailboat
excursions offered by local businesses in
addition to horseback nding and dude ranches.
There is even a mansion that has been converted
1o an inn. Crater Lake is also close enough to visit.

So, come tg the rally, meet some other west
coast Nortoneers, party, ride, and widen your
historic horizons. If you need more detail on any
of the events or places I've mentioned, just give
me a call and we'll see what we can do to help you
out! Seeyadown South! (Most of my information
came from some books written by a local travel
author, with the balance provided in various
brochures I received from the Grant Pass Chamber
of Commerce.)

e e . T e e e e e e ey
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View from the quu by Alan Mueller

I am sure there are a few of you
out there who know almost as little as I do
about motorcycles and their engines. |
found the following article from Cycle
World, July, 1994 to be mostinformative.
The subject is crankshafts and the
difference between the various degrees.

Most engines of two or more
cylinders use crankshafts that _have
separate crankpins (or “throws™) for each
cylinder’s connecting rod. (The exception
is Harley-Davidson’s V-twins, whichhaye
Justone crankpin for both cylinders.) The
“degree” designation simply describes
how those crankpins are oriented around
the crank's diameter.

Parallel-Twin engines, for
instance, either have 180-degree or 360-
degree cranks. On those with 180-degres
designs-such as Kawasaki EX500 Ninja
or a Suzuki GS500- the two crankpins are
180 degrees across from one another, an
arrangement that always keeps the two
pistons moving in opposite directions.
When one piston is going down the
cylinder bore, the other is coming up;
when one piston is at Top Dead Center,
the other is at Bottom Dead Center.

Parallel-Twinengines with 360-
degree cranks - such as those is British
Twins - have their two crankpins located
side-by-side, This causes the two pistons
to move up and down together and arrive
ateither Top or Bottom Dead Center at the
very same time.

A 360-degree crank inaparallel-

Twin poses a greater potential for vibration

than a 180-degree crank; all the piston
mass in a 360 engine always is moving in
the same direction, whereas the forces
created by the pistons’ opposing

movement in the 180 degree engine tend
to cancel each other out. On the other
hand, given that any four-stroke engine
requires two complete revolutions to fire
all of its cylinders, a 360 arrangement
offers the lower-rpm smoothness of evenly
spaced power strokes (one power stroke
for every revolution of the crankshaft),
while the power strokes ona 180 Twin are
unevenly staggered at 180-degree/540-
degree intervals.

The 120-degree crankshaft
design is used on inline-Triples as well as
on inline and opposed six-cylinder
engines. It is so named because its
crankpins are evenly spaced 120 degrees
apart around the crank’s diameter. If the
engine is a Triple or an opposed-Six (on
which each crank journal is shared by two
connectingrods), there are three crankpins;
if itis an inline-Six, there are six, with one
half of the crank being a mirror image of
the other. The 120-degree arrangement
provides one power stroke every 240
degrees onaTriple and every 120 degrees
on a Six,

Today, most common inline
Fours use what is commonly known as a
“flat” crankshatft, sort of like two 180-
degree cranks made into one. Thus, the
two outer pistons move up and down
together, and the two inner pistons also
move in unison but in the opposite
direction of the two outer ones. So, when
the inner two are at TDC, the outer two are
at BDC, and vice versa.

I hope this very brief discussion
is not too simple for most of the Notice
readers. Being a new, trying to leamn
member of this club, I found it most
informative....editor!

e e



The Newsletter of the Norton Owners Club 9

i THE INFAMOUS
“EASTER MORNING RIDE”

A twentieth year of nearly the same format. If you've
been on any of the previous rides you can quit reading
now. You already know the rest.

WHO’S INVITED TO ATTEND?
ANYONE WITH A “BRITISH MOTORCYCLE”

EASTBAY: The Ashy BART Stastion (Westside) at Ashby Ave. and Martin Luther
King Jr. Way in Berkeley at 4:00 AM. Leave for Tam Junction in Marin via Richmond
Bridge at 4:15 AM to join the rest of the group. :

SF AND SOUTHBAY: The parking lot of the Toll Plaza at Golden Gate Bridge at4:15
AM. We leave at 4:30 AM for Tam Junction in Marin County.
DO NOT PARK AT THE GAS STATION! PARK IN THE SUPERMARKET LOT!

MARIN AND NORTH BAY: Tam Junction at 5:00 AM.

We leave for the top of Mt. Tam about 5:20 AM to enjoy the sunrise and each
others company. At the top, we have 2 or 3 hours to lock at bikes and reflect on life. At
some point between 8:00 and 9:00 AM, we head down the mountain for breakfast at the
Lighthouse or do whatever you want.

Most of you have attended at least one of the previous nineteen rides. We are
asking your help in keeping itall together, (i.e. keeping people on the right roads, keeping
our meeteing places and the top of Mt.Tam clean of garbage and just help out). Dress
warm...bring coffee or tea.

NONINJA MENTALITIES —THIS IS NOT A ROAD RACE: Many of you have

never ridden with as large a group as this. Don’t assume that other people are as good
a rider as you think you are!!

THIS RIDE IS DEDICATED TO THE MEMORIES OF

TATITDEAONOT TT T AAMTII MITAT/A A RT T TRL T TOL o T



