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Northern Californla Norton
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is published by the Northern California Norton
Owners Club. Its purpose is to inform and entertain
members regarding all aspects of the Norton motor-
cycle, including history, technical advice, and preserva-
tion of the marquee.

The Norton Notice is a reflection of the readership
whe are encouraged to submit an article, technical tip,
photograph (ariginal or otherwise) as long as it is in
good taste, so that other Narton enthusiasts may
enjoy it. (Good taste is somewhat optional, but
hey...this is a group of bikers we're talking about
here._that's why we have an editor,)

The deadline for items to be submitted for publication
is the 20th of each month. The Norton Notice wel-
comes contributions submitted electronically.
Material in any format placed on a 3.5" floppy disc can
be read by the editors clever Macintosh, E-mail can
be sent using INTERNET to taresau@best.com

Membership in the Northern California Norton
Owners Club is availible for $20.00 per year.
Membership dues are payable to the Branch
Treasurer,

Advertlsing rates are $60.00/year for a /4 page
ad!l

al dues are payzble at the end of the individual's
membership year, which is designated by the kst num-
ber listed on the mailing label of the Norton Notice
and the membership card.

All changes of address or questions about
membership or the Notice, call the
President...not the Notice editorilll

The Northern California Norton Owners Club is affili-
ated with both the Norton Owners Club of England
and the Internadonal Norton Owners Association.
Interested persons can join these two organizations
per the terms described on the Branch membership
application form.

LUB OFFICERS

PRESIDENT: Maya Lal

1370 McKendrle, San Jose, CA. 95126
(408)241-1812 :
maya%fastfoodLdaver@sglblab.sgl.com

VICE PRESIDENT/PARAPHERNALIA:

Greg Bralthwalte
In need of address and Phone number.,

TREASURER: Stan & Lan] Beneveds
36646 Darvon Ct., Newark, CA. 94560
(510)793-0704

RIDES COORDINATOR: Jim Carton
1749 137th Ave., San Leandro, CA.
94544 (510)483-2045

NOTICE EDITOR/SECRETARY:

Jason Kidd and Teresa Uldch

22333 Stevens Creek Blvd., Cupertino,
CA. 95014 (408)257-6135

E-mall teresau@best.com

(E-mall will change In JANUARY)

PUBLIC RELATIONS: John Covell

1183 Alemany Blvd., San Francleco, CA.
94112 (415)334-1163

E-mall: senator@well.sf.ca.us

PHOTO-JOURNALISM: Gerald Mauriclo

PO Box 655, El Granada, CA. 94018
(416)726-9337

SGT-AT-ARMS: Lynn Mliler
639 Mangels, San Franclsco, CA. 94127
(415)334-2042

IMPORTANT (Plexse nose 1he fallowing fine prind)

The abject of the Nonkern Californis Noriin Cwner Club i b promote,
encourage, and develop mosoroyde saiivities. The club members ars ownen
of Noron mostopdes sod they ofien ssbmis for publicdon in the Noroa
Notice tachnical tips periaining 10 motorcycles of the Norton margue
Technical ops vo publahed have bam reviewsd for wchnical conwne and o
beturved 0 be both scorpable 1nd weekable, but po guaranies is made o
gl thas Uy will sk corrwezly, nar i any lisbilicy waumed by cidser
the Neros Owmnens Club or the mermbens for any problers rauliing from
e wae of these tips. The dub abo ssmes no riponiibility for the s or
amrimcns of i merbes @ cnnean with dub aaivitie. Noroo Notice
wriichal of other muteria exprma the authan view only end noc necmsarily
the official policy of e Noros Owners Cluds o i Northern California
Branch The edivor reserves che right o scoepy, rejers, o alter all editorial and
n g matesial puk ! for publication. Advertaing publihed does
=0t imply ezdorsment of produen, goods, or servics. Now you mow,
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Club Rides Calendar

anuary 14
MT. DIABLO SNOW RIDE

pimbﬁing Events

{Meet at Denny’s Emeryville @ 10:00)

FEB 11 Sweetheart Ride -
Bridges

MAR |1 Flying Lady Ride

APR 14 Easter Morning on
Mt.Tam

MAY 12 Mothers Day Ride

JUN 16 Santa Cruz & South Coast
Ride

JUL 18-21 .N.O.A Rally

AUG 8-1 | Dardenelle Unofficial
Ride

SEP |5 Old Timers Ride
OCT 13 Mt. Hamilton Ride
NOV |7 After Danmeier Ride

DEC: No rides scheduled. If rides

are cancelled due to poor weather -
plan on the ride taking place the fol-
lowing week - same time - same
place. Check with Jim.

Meeting Schedule
nuary 11|

PRINCE OF WALES PUB

FEB 8 The Florence

MAR 14 Noerth Bay(SF/S. Marin) -
T8D

APR I Harry's Hofbrau - S
MAY 9 Prince of Wales Pub
JUN 13 Fremont Brewery

JULY 18-21 Quincy

AUG 8 Noerth Bay(SF/S. Marin) -
TBD

SEP 12 Harry’s Hofbrau - M.V.
OCT 10 Harry's Hofbrau - San
Leandro

NOYV 14 Prince of Wales Pub
DEC Christmas Party - T.B.A.

The Florence
37349 Niles Blvd., Niles District Fremont
(510)792.5522

106 East 25th Ave. San Mateo, Ca (415)574-9723:

Harry's Hofbray San Jose

390 Saratoga Ave(just off 280)
(408)243-0434

Eremont Brewery

3350 Stevenson Blvd. Fremont,Ca
Harry's Hofbrau Mountaln View,
399 West El Caminc Real, Mountain
View,Ca (4]15)964-8455

Photography

Alan Mueller
Gerald Mauricio

Press Production
John and Carrie Follett

White Oak Press
San Carlos, CA.
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Oh, another year gone by......

| hope that everyone had a
great Christmas and New Year! The
Christrmas party was a wonderful turn
out. | thank all of you that attended. |
also thank you Alan and Vicky for the
hospitality. You two are very thoughtful.
Thank you for the donations also.

The December 10th swap-
meet went well, | believe we brought in
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four new members and a few renewals.
Thank you Shirley for the cookies. | am
looking forward to a good 1996 for the
N.O.C.
| will try my best for you.

See you at the next meefing at
the Prince of Wales in San Mateo.

Maya

Hey everyonel
Welcome to the first Issue of the
Northern California Norton Notlce
for 1996!

Teresa and | have spent quite a bit of
time on a new layout for the Norton
Notice. We hope you like the changes
made. You better...we put in some late
nights working...juuuust for you. Please
bare with any lictle misspellings or bad
grammar...we're working on that.we may
never reach perfection, but we'll try our
best! Throughout this month and for the
next Norton Notice, send any informa-
tion or articles to Teresa's E-mail
address teresau@best.com. I'll inform
you of the future E-mail address change
in the next Notice unless you hear oth-
erwise. We always accept snail mail too,
as long as we receive it before the 20th
of each month! That's when we take this
puppy to the printer. Mail your articles
to:
Jason Kidd
22333 Stevens Creek Blvd.
Cupertino, CA, 95014
Pleeease..We need articles...VVe want to
be up to our necks with articles.

After we get settled in with this
Notice work, we plan on making an
appearance on the Intemet by designing a
Web page for the Northern California
Norton Owners Club. The Web page
will, hopefully, draw in new members to
the club and act as a big source for rally
and ride information.

Teresa and | would personally
like to thank Allan and Vicky for the
great party

Thanks!!!!
and
Thanks!!!

to all who brought foed, drink, and gifts.
I, myself, got pretty festive..who brought
that brandy? Sorry Scott for taking your
gift of whiskey...you'll be glad to know it
was taken from me too. It was promised
to be shared at the rally though. You're
on the spot now..you with the whiskey
must share with us all!! All the gifts
seemed well thought out..everything
went smoothly.

We hope your holidays were pleasant
Enjoy the Norton Notice...Read On!

Jason and Teresa




It's morning. The trees whistle
in the breeze making a perfect duo with
the singing birds.

I'm jerked awake by the bright-
ness of a new sun. My brain, not yet
functioning, attempts to recall today's
plan. Oh yes, I'm going on 2 motorcycle
ride.

Meticulous preparation is
always essential for a Sunday ride. Not
only for the sake of mechanical safety,
but it also allows one to estmblish a rela-
tionship with the bike. Whether it is
wiping built up grime from my boots,
wrenching down the exhaust system, or
checking the oil; each task is done with
precision and pride. And right before
jumping down on the kick starter, which
will surely make the beast bellow (shat-
tering morning silence), one mere thing
must be done. It is not until I've caught a
whiff of my leather jacket, which has a
combined smell of leather, cigarettes, oil,
cheap beer, and gas, that I'm ready to
ride. So | head for the mountains.

Like a fish out of water, my
bike snorts and spits through town. [t
despises the city traffic, as do |. Speeding
up, slowing down, cars turning, horns

honking, and police man always watching:
it's confusion. However, the air rushing
onto my face is becoming cooler. The
hills are no longer a distant vision in my
imagination, they are near! With one last
light changing from red to green, | find
that small road that leads me to serenity.

A dramatic change in scenery
has taken place. Three lane roads have
turned into narrow bridges, office com-
plexes have become a dense population
of trees, and the acute vision of the city
has broadened into a panoramic view of
the mountain side. With this change in
scenery also comes a change in my men-
tal state. The motorcycle begins to run
stronger as | become more capable of
handling it. My mind begins to wander
off to events of the past and visions of
the future, but my body remains steady
and alert. Swooping through “S” turns |
can't help but to crack a smile. It would
seem the road is a medium allowing one
to feel 2 harmony and exhilaration that
can not be described.

| have reached today's destina-
tion. My bike, sparkling radiantly, rests
peacefully in the sun. During this time |
have a chance to gather my thoughts. As
| smoke my first cigarette of the day, |
think about the events that brought me
here. The ride is half over (for | still
must ride home). However, it feels as if
the ride ends here, and in a way it does.
The preparation is down, | have set out
on a trek, and | have reached a destina-
tion. Here is where | wanted to travel
to, all that is left is going back to where |
was.

Greg Braithwaite
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How to

by John Kula

Keep the Mark lll vernier iso-
lastics, excellent rear disk (although it
would
have to be switched left), beefed-up
swingarm and perimeter-screw primary
chaincase (if you can find a matching bot-
tom end with the four mounting
points). Dump the “electric start” (a well
set-up and kept Commando will
start no worse than 2nd kick 99% of the
time anyway).

Get a 1964 Atlas gear cluster
(the last of the case-hardened gears) and
an ME
outrigger bearing for the gearbox to help
with the load. Five gears are
unnecessary given the motor’s grunt, and
Quaife’s set-up doesn’t change the
bottom or top ratios (not to mention the
price). Replace the clutch plates
with half phosphor-bronze and half
Barnett. Then add a good belt drive
(Tony
Hayward's is the best to date). A clutch
that is good encugh for T.C.
Christensen’s double-engined Hogslayer
should do just fine thank you.

Remove the chrome from the
disks, drill and chamfer them and then
copper-plate them. Use a double front
disk if you like. Smainless steel hose, of
course.

Hard chrome the fork tubes,
replace the springs with triple-rates and
put 40 weight oil in for stifiness. Then a
good fork brace (Hyde's is excellent) and
any wobble will be gone.

Throw away the handlebar
switchgear and replace with something
less medieval.

Throw away the wiring harness and do it
all yourself with 10, 12 and 14 gauge wire
and copper spade connectors soldered
on. While you're at it, dump the
regulator for a sclid-state affair (get a
military-spec component) and replace the
alternator with a high output triple phase
(i'll require an extra zener, but hey,
what price electric-free worries?) Mount
a Boyer, a couple of heavy-duty coils and
a good (Fiamm) horn with relay. While
yo're at it, an 8" headlight shell will
throw more light than twin 5" headlights,
and look mere proportional to boot.

For a nice lictle twist, replace the side
reflectors with those little battery-pow-
ered strobe lights that cyclists use.

Get a gas tank that'll hold at
least 3.5 Imperial Gallons.

Get a pair of those special
vibration-dampening gloves that are now
hitting the market. And then think about
the engine itself. The camshaft may need
some work (the Mark lil especially is soft
and will wear in [/8" chunks).

Megacycle does an excellent job of hard-
ening, and also smooths out the power
curve so there isn’t a big kick at 4500
RPM. Put roller bearings in if you're
patient.

Carrillo make unbreakable rods
and Arias have wonderfully slippery pis-
tons (you should see them next to the
Hepolites!). Balance the crank (ask Mick
Hemmings what factor he uses :-), flow
the head, lighten the valve gear,
replace the mufflers with stminless
peashooters for low restrictivity and use
stainless fasteners everywhere. If you
must add an oil cooler, get one with
a thermostat because the engine general-
ly runs quite cool all by itself and
you don’t want to overdo it. Add an oil
pressure gauge for sure; maybe a
temperature gauge too.

John Kula




Contest!
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Winning Quote goes herel!

What in the heck is going on with Ken Armann in this picture?!
We need a cool caption for this shot. Get weird. Send us,
call us, and tell us what's going on. Best quote wins PRIZE!!!

Let us know thru the grapevine
or
Contact Jason Kidd at (408) 257-6135 or E-mail Teresa Ulrich
teresau@best.com




Well first of all | would like

to say thank you to Allan and Vicki
Mueller for hosting one of the best
Christmas party's we have had for
the Norton Club. We all owe
them a big thanks...Well at the city
bike swap meet we were able to
show for the first time, the raffle
bike, that we will have for the
national rally. A great big thanks to
Ken Armann for staying up late to
get it ready for the show. The bike
isa 1971 750 Commando. To give
you a brief rundown on the bike...
the engine and the transmission
were rebuilt about 800 miles ago.
Ken and Brad Green will be getting
the bike ready to make the rounds.
Now we are in need of a few items
to make it perfect Here are some
of the items we need, if you can
help in any way, please contact Ken
Armann at his shop....

Fuel lines...chain
guard...standard throttle assy...cen-
ter stand with spacer nuts and
bolts...handle bars...iso gators...side
stand...grab rail...tail light assy...pas-
senger pegs with rubber...rear
brake pedal with switch...pair of
headers...seat cover... Now you are
saying well the bike is not ready!!!
At the swap meet we started the
bike for the folks. We were able to
sell $225.00 in tickets even with a
bike that is just a little bit from
being ready. We know we have a
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winner. The bike is at Kens shop,
please give him a call if you have
some parts you can part with. |
would like to take just a second to
and say thank you to Jerry Joliff,
Gerald Mauricio for all the help in
selling the raffle bike tickets. The
Prez and Bruce McGregor and the
great job with the brownies, by the
way we were able to make some
extra cash...Gerald gave up his
home-made cookies...thanks
Gerald.

Now we hope you'll be
making plans for the national rally.
We will need any help that you may
be able to give. We are having raf-
fle printed. | would like to let you
know that we all are thankful to
RPM Mr. Bob Raber...fair
spares..Mr. Phil Radford...Ken
Armann for helping with the cost of
printing the tickets. Tickets will be
on sale very soon, around the first
week of January. We also should
be able to show the bike, as soon as
we can get your help with those list
of parts.

From my house to yours,
we hope that the holidays were
good to you and yours.

Remember there will always be
a Santa Claust!!!

Joe Edwards










