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2 The Newsletter of the Norton Owners Club

is published by the Narthern California Norton
Owners Club. Its purpose Is to inform and
entertain members regarding all aspects of the
MNorton motorcycle, including history, technical
advice, and preservation of the marquee.

The NORTON NOTICE is a reflection of the
readership, who are encouraged to submit ant
article, technical tip, photograph {original or
otherwise) as long as itis in good taste, so that
othar Norton enthusiasts may enjoy it. (Good
taste Is somewhat optional, but hey-this is a
group of bikers we're talking about here....that's
why we have an editor.)

The deadline for items to be submitied for
publication is the 20th of each menth.. The
NORTON NOTICE welcomes contributions
submitted electronically, Material in any format
placed on a 3.5" floppy disc can be read by the
editors clever Macintosh. You may also send
articles diractly to the editor via modem or fax at
415-585-3368. Setyourtelecom software to 8/
n/1, use X orZ modemfile transfer protocol, and
just call up the editor most evenings (don't wait
until the 20th...there s along line then). E-mail
can be sent wusing INTERNET to
norton2@earthlink.net arnorton2@aol.com

Membership in the Northern California Norton
QOwners Club is available for $20.00 per year.
Membership dues are payable to the Branch
Treasurer. See application form oninside cover.

Advertising rates are $68.88/year for
a 1/4 page ad!!

Renewal dues are payable at the end of the
individual’'s membership year, which is
designated by the last number listed on the
mailing label of the Norton Notice and the
membership card.

All changes of address or questions
about membership or the Notice, call
the President.....not the Notice editor!!

The Northern California Norton Owners Club is
affiliated with both the Norton Owners Club of
England and the International Norton Owners
Association. Interested persons can join these
two organisations per the terms described on
the Branch membership application form.

“the Norton

CLUB OFFICERS

PRESIDENT/ TECHNICAL EDITOR
Alan Goldwater
1780 Chanticleer Ave.
Santa Cruz, CA 95062
408)475-7505
ortonClub@aol.com

VICE-PRESIDENT: Jeff Gruwell
2022 Heatherwood Drive
Pitisburg, CA 94565
(510)432-9999

RIDES COORDINATOR:
Alan Goldwater
(408)475-7505

NOTICE EDITOR
SECRETARY/TREASURER

Alan Mueller

128 Windsor Ct. San Carlos, CA 94070
(415)591-5444/ mode/fax &15]595—3368
E-mail: norton2 @ earthlink.net or
Norton2 @ aol.com

PUBLIC RELATICNS: John Covell
1183 Alemany Blvd., San Francisco,
CA 94112 (415)334-1183; E-mail:

senator@well.sf.ca.us

WEBMASTER: Dana Muise
Hypno Vista Software
hitp://ru486.hypno.com/~norton
(415)536-1411

dana @ hypnovista.com

HONORRRY MEMBERS
Brian Slark
Jodi Nicholas
Bill Knight

IMPORTANT (Please note the following fine Eﬁm
object of the Northern' California Norton Ownsrs Clubis o

- promote; encourage and deyelop motorcyele activities, The

tub’s members are owners of Noran motoreycles and
fh&gﬁﬁenﬁpbrmtf{)rppbﬁra{-mﬁm the NORTONNOTICE
technical fips perfaining to' motorcycles. of the Norton
maigue. Techmeal tipssopublished havebeen reviewed for
echnical content and sare believed to b ‘acceptable
technical ¢ontent believed to be bothh acceptable

“gnd workable, butno guarantes is made or implied thatthey

will work correetly; tor s any Hability assumed by either
orton Owners Club or the members forany problems
resulting from the use of these tips. The Club also assumes
no responsibility for the acts or ommissions of its members
inconnection. with Club activities. NORTON NOTICE
articles or other materials express the author’s view only
and not necessarily the official policy of the Norton Owners:
Club or its Norhern Califomnia branch, The editorreserves
theright toaceept, rejectoralter all editonial and advertisin
material subimitted for publication. Advertising publishe
does not imply endorsement of products, goods br services.
MNow you know. 3 £



The Newsletter of the Norton Owners Club 3

S S e R R T
sty i g d

St SR R
e s g o
Aﬁ& gﬁuwﬁmi
& A B
A e O
S 5 i
b4 i fas

Official NOC events are shown underiined
and in bold print. You earn NORTON
points only by participating in these
events,as follows:

Riding a Norton: 6 points
Riding other bike: 4 points
Riding on 4 wheels: 2 points

Weekend events are tailied per day. At
the end of each year the member with the
highest point total is awarded the Norton
Cup and gets a free year membership.

June
1: Monterey Bay Rally
of European Motorcycles -
Laguna Seca
Sean Moynihan (408)475-7505

15: British Single/PreCommando
Twins Ride - NOC & BSAOC
joint event. Ride will leave The
Lighthouse in Sausalito at 9 AM
and go North - the route will be
determined by the weather. Call
Stevan Thomas (415)923-1662

26-29: Norton Rendezvous
with NorthWest NOC at Lake
Selmac, Cregon
Alan Goldwater (408)475-7505

July
5: Ride/Meeting
Meet at the Donkey Deli in San
Juan Bautista 11 AM
(See Alan's Wrench on Page 5
for details)

20: Santa Cruz Ride
Coast Ride pssobly to Callhans
Pub near San Mateo. Meet at
Skylonda at 10 AM

August
22-24: Dardenelles weekend

September
7: British Triples Ride
Call Stevan Thomas at
(415)923-1662

14: Old-timers Ride & Picnic

QOctober
12: Mi. Hamilton Ride

November
2. Don Danmeier's Annual 50th
Birthday/All British Ride
Call Don at 415-898-0330

December

13: (Sat.) Xmas Ride & Party

If rides are cancelled due to poor weather
- plan on the ride taking place the folfowing
week - same time - same place, call the
ride coordinator!!!

Club Meeting Schedule

The Club meets on the second Thursday of
each month at rotating venues. The meetings
will start at 8:00 PM.

June 12 - The Clam Bucket
1155 3rd St
Qakland
(510)451-5900

July 5 - Donkey Deli Ride/Meeting
Hollister

August 7 - Prince of Wales
San Mateo
“  Press Production and
,\ Halftones:
«+ John-and Carrie Follett:
. White Oak Press; San Carlos, CA
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Minutes of the May Meeting

The May meeting of the Northern
California Norten Owners Club was
called to order at 8:30 PM on May 9,
1997. This months venue was the
Fremont Brewery in Fremont. There
were about 20 members and guests
present. 10 bikes braved the cool
evening including a Guzzi, a Buelland
a Harley. The meeting was held
outside on the patio because our
normal room was given away by the
restaurant.

The first order of business
was to discuss the problems with the
Fremont Brewery. We tentatively
decided to not use this venue any
more but nothing definite was decided
until we find a replacement.

Our July meeting will be aride
meeting on a Sunday finishing or
starting at Duarte’s in Pescadero. The
details have not been worked out.
Our ride that month will be down in
Santa Cruz culminating in a BBQ at a
public beach. There will be ample
parking for our bikes. Alan will give us
more information as at comes in.

Tomorrows ride to Cambria
will begin at 2:00 PM in Hollister at the
junction of 156 and 25.

The ride next month will be
the Lake Selmac Ride (see flyer on
the last page of the Notice). We are
hoping for a good turnout. Alantooka
straw count and got 9 or 10 people to
say they were going to attend. We
should have the whole resort to
ourselves along with the Northwest
Norton Owners Club. Let's try our
best to have a great turnout.

Alan asked forideas forsome
tech articles to be printed inthe Notice.
There was some discussion about
some older articles being reprinted for
some of the newer members. Ken
Armann volunteered an article.

Sean Moynihan, a club
member and rep for the Monterey
European Club, gave us some infoon

e — e

the up-coming European Show on
June 1st. It is going to be held at
Laguna Seca. It sounds like a
wonderful event. There will be
food.....a Dyno fortesting power....two
Poker Runs ( a short and a longer
one). There will also be a few dealers
present offering test rides. Atthistime
Triumph and Ducati are coming.

We discussed the issue of
getting involved with other types of
motorcycle events. It was Alan’s
feeling that unless we could actively
be involved, i.e. a member taking
responsibility for ourclub, that he would
rather stick to the ride events already
Elanned. Brad Green volunteered to

elp coordinate the even over the 4th
of July down in Hollister. This should
be quite a happening.

Alan Mueller gave the
treasurers report. At this time there is
$919 in the account with all bills paid
up.

i The Club Macintosh is now
working. Alan G.fixed it. We decided
to sell it. It is a Mac Classic which
includes an ink jet printer. Member of
the club are being offered first crack at
it. It is quite a nice computer. Andy
produced many issues of the Norton
Notice on that computer. [t is being
offered for $300. If you are interested
in purchasing this computer, contact
Alan Goldwater.

Speaking of Andy McKerral.
Alan reported that Andy did sell his
bike and is movingto Georgiato accept
a position there, He will be sorely
missed by the club, both as an editor
and as a friend. Good luck Andy!!

As there was no more
business, the meeting was adjourned
at 9:15.

Respectfully submitted,

Alan Mueller, secretary/treasurer
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dAlan's YWrentl.... by Alan Goldwater, President

We had a small turnout for the
Cambria weekend, due to the conflict
with Mothers Day. It's always hard to
schedule events inMaybecausethere
seems that every weekend has a
holiday of some kind attached. The
SCNOC agreed that next time we will
try a different time of year for our joint
event. | had a good weekend even
with the small turnout, but | was
disappointed to find that the condition
of Indian Valley Road has deteriorated
since | last rode it two years ago. My
luggage rack broke in two places from
the vibration, and many pothecles and
dips had me up on the pegs to save
my back. It is still the most traffic-free
road | know - we passed only two
vehicles in 50 miles!

Forthe ride home, wetookanother
little-known north-south route. Just
north of King City, there is an exit from
101 marked “Central Ave”. This Is a
little farm road which joins up with
Arroyo Seco Road, and we followed
this north. At the junction we turned
right on River Road, rather thanlefton
Carmel Valley. River Road runs
parallel to 101 along the foothills,
through some nice farm scenery. It is
straight and fast, with little traffic until
you hit Salinas. If you combine this
route with G14 from King City to Paso
Robles, you have a fast, scenic wayto
avoid 101 altogether. From Salinas
north, the options are limited but for
me this is not a problem, since | turn off
at Prunedale.

| haven't received any advance
registrations forour Lake Selmac Rally
yet! This is a great event and | know
from the show of hands at the last
meeting that at least 15 of us will be
there, so please send me your checks,
we will need the money to pay for the
campground. | have also only received
one door prize donation in exchange
for display advertising, and | have to
remind our advertisers that they need
to follow through on this.

There are afew schedule changes
for July and August, so please update
your personal calendar. Our July
meeting will be for brunch on Saturday
7/5, at the Donkey Deli in San Juna
Bautista. This is conveniently (or
dangerously) close to Hollister, for
those of you who want to join the
festivities there. It's an easy ride down
101to getthere, butif you wanta more
interesting ride home, I'll take you on
some neat back roads through Santa
Cruz. There will also be a ride on
Sunday, July 20 which will probably
be farther up the peninsularatherthan
in Santa Cruz. Finally, the August ride
will be a weekend at Dardanelles.
This date has been moved cne week
later to August 22-24.

Next months tech focus will be
tires and suspension, so if you have
any ideas or experieces 1o share on
these topics, please send them in. In
the meantime, check your pressure
betore every ride!
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Cambria Ride Renori
by Mike Sullivan

A small group of riders
including Alan G., on his Rotary,
George and Sachi Shoblo and Alan
Muellerontheir Commandos, and Rich
Alves on his new Funduro met in
Hollister at 2 PM in Friday and
proceeded to travel down Highway 25
to San Miguel and Pasc Robles,
crossing over to Cambria on Highway
46. It was said that the stretch from
Hwy 25 and Hwy 198 crossing to San
Miguel was basically no traffic and
had weeds growing in the cracks of
the pavement. |trailered my Model 50
down and met Alan G. at the San
Simeon State Campground around
5 PM.

The campground is very nice
although you have to use quarters in
the showers if you want hot water in

the evening. There are solar water
heaters that will give you hot water in
the daytime for free, Our camp spot
was in the middle of a group of ferrets.
It was interesting to watch them run
around, one even catching a gopher
on Sunday morning.

We all met for breakfast at the
Redwood Cafe at 8:30 AM on Saturday
and it was agreed that the food was
good and plenty. Showing up for
breakfast was Gil (Bib) Bibiani and
Reed Libby from the Southern Cal
group, the bikes from down south
totaling 4 Commandos (one fastback),
2 BSAs, and 1 BMW. After breakfast
Alan M, Rich Alves and Lou Caputo

hadtoleave andgoback up North...so
there were 10 bikes on the ride,

Leaving Cambria on Santa
Rosa Creek Rd. to the west, we were
about 3 miles from Hwy 46 when we
came around a corner and found two
Commandos (one with a gold frame)
and a large NORTON sign in the front
yard of a house nexttothe road. The
owner was Jim Seimer, a previous
member of the Nation's Capitol NOC.
Besides his very nice house and
property, he showed us his 4
Commandos, 4 BMWSs, 2 Hondas,
Jeep, Backhoe, Corvair...etc.. One of
his Commandos was a race special
with a Rickman frame from a Honda 4
cylinder, with an 850cc motor bored
outtofita Dunstall 920cc kit which had
then been bored out to +.60 for a total
displacement of 980cc and using a
Nourish one piece crank. He said that
he is going to Steamboat Springs this
year. Look for him there.

After gassing up in Paso
Robles, we headed northwest on Hwy
G14 towards the Hunter Liggett Army
base. Crossing the dam of Lake
Naciamento there was a long, steep
uphill grade that just about did my
Model 50 in. Just at the top of the
grade the engine tightened up but
aftersitting about 10 minutes she fired
right up. It tightened up once more
after that. | guess it just doesn't like
the hot California climate. Special
thanks to Reed Libby for hanging with
me until we could catch up with the
rest of the guys at Lockwood...only an
unmanned Post Office.

_—a————ee——r————-——r -
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As we left Lockwood heading
towards Jolon, we were stopped by a
rent-a-cop at the entrance to Hunter
Liggett. He at first asked that we
provide drivers license, registraticn
and proof of insurance. After a few
minutes of everyone digging up their
papers ( a couple of guys didn't have
everything), he said that we looked
like a reputable group and let us
proceed).

Turning west on the
Naciamento-Fergusson Rd., the route
followed the Naciamento Creek on
the base. This is a very interesting
road with decreasing radius and oft
camber corners. As we left the base,
the road became very narrow and
climbed quickly tumning into a wide
one lane road. The pavement was
good, however. The only trouble on
this leg was a large group of bicyclists

were coming down as we were going
up and there were a few near misses.
The view from the crest, looking out
over Big Sur and the Coast is
spectacular. The descentto the coast
is even steeper than the climb up.

We broke out on the coast
about 10 miles above Gorda. The rest
of the ride, about 35 miles back to
Cambria, was great. Highway 1is a
great ride....too bad they let cars and
RV units onit. | heard one of the guys
say thattheir trip odometer read about
165 miles for the entire loop.

Eight of us had dinner
together, said ourfarewells, and drifted
off to get some sleep. Allinall, it was
a good get together. It was agreed,
however, that trying to have a ride on
Mother's Day held the attendance
down. Maybe in a couple of years we
can do it again.
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We get Letters.......

Dear Alan,

As you may or may not know,
| am a past president of the NCNOC.
| also have been road racing Nortons

Full Circle Programs include residential
treatment, family consultingand studentsupport.
The boys, who range in age from 1010 18, often
have learning disabilities, are amationally
disturbed or have been physically or sexually
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