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The Newsletter of the
Northern California Norton Owners Club

No. 227
This Month:

Dan Lynch's 758 Dragster



2 The Newsletter of the Norton Owners Club

is published by the Northern California Norton

Owners Club. Its purpose is to inform and
entertain members regarding all aspects of the
Norton motoreycle, Including history, technical
advice, and preservation of the marquee.

The NORTON NOTICE is a reflection of the
readership, who are enceuraged to submit ant
article, technical tip, photograph (original or
otherwise) as long as itis in good taste, so that
other Norton enthusiasts may enjoy it. (Good
taste is somewhat optional, but hey-this is a
group of bikers we're talking about here....that's
why we have an editor.)

The deadline for items to be submitted for
publication |s the 20th of each month.. The
MORTON NOTICE welcomes contributions
submitted electronically. Material in any format
placed on a 3.5" floppy disc can be read by the
editors clever Macintosh. You may also send
articles directly to the editor via modem or fax at
415-595-3368. Setyourtelecom software to 8/
n/1,use X orZmodem file transfer protocal, and
justcall up the editor most evenings (don't wait
until the 20th...there is a long line then). E-mail
can be sent using INTERNET to
norton2@earthlink.netornorton2@aol.com

Membership in the Northern California Norton
Owners Club is available for $20.00 per year.
Membership dues are payable to the Branch
Treasurer. See application formoninside covar.

Hduertlsmg rates are $§68.88/year for
al/4 padg

Renewal dues are payable at the end of the
Individual's membership year, which is
designated by the last number listed on the
mailing label of the Norton Notice and the
membership card,

All changes of address or questions
about membership or the Notice, call
the President.....not the Notice editor!!

The Northern California Norton Owners Club is
affiliated with bath the Norton Owners Club of
England and the International Norton Owners
Association. Interested persons can join these
two organisations per the terms described on
the Branch membership application form.
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CLUB OFFICERS

PRESIDENT/ TECHNICAL EDITOR
Alan Goldwater
1780 Chanticleer Ave.
Santa Cruz, CA 95062
408)475-7505
ortonClub @ aol.com

VICE-PRESIDENT: Jeff Gruwell
2022 Heatherwood Drive
Pittsburg, CA 94565
(610)432-9999

RIDES COORDINATOR:
Alan Goldwater
(408)475-7505

NOTICE EDITOR
SECRETARY/TREASURER

Alan Mueller

128 Windsor Ct. San Carlos, CA 84070
(415)591-5444/ mode/fax (415)595-3368
E-mail: norton2 @earthlink.net or
Norton2 @ aol.com

PUBLIC RELATIONS: John Covell
1183 Alemany Blvd., San Francisco,
CA 94112 (415)334-1183; E-mail:

senator@well.sf.ca.us

WEBMASTER: Dana Muise
Hypno Vista Software
http://ru486.hypno.com/~narton
(415)536-1411
dana@hypnowsta com

HONORARY MEMBERS
Brian Slark
Jodi Nicholas
Bill Knight
Dick Slusher
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Official NOC events are shown underlined
and in bold print. You earn NORTON
points only by participating in these
evenis,as follows:

Riding a Norton: 6 points
Riding other bike: 4 points
Riding on 4 wheels: 2 points

Weekend events are tallied per day. At
the end of each year the member with the
highest point total is awarded the Norton
Cup and gets a free year membership.

Jul
4:VAHHMA Vintage Trials and
MotoX, Carlsbad. Call

Mike Fenner, (916)967-0262

5: Ride/Meeting
Meet at the Donkey Deli in San
Juan Bautista at 11 AM. (see
Alan's Wrench, page 7 for
details)

20: Santa Cruz Ride
Skyline coast ride. Starting at
Alice's Restaurant at 10 AM. Ride
Ride the coast to Callahan's Pub
south of Santa Cruz.

August
: AHRMA Vintage Moto-X
(715)842-9699

16: AHRMA Vintage Trial
Donner Ski Ranch...Call
Mike Fenner (916)967-0262

22-24: Dardanelles weekend
Call{209)965-4355 for
reservations.

September

7: British Triples Ride
Call Stevan Thomas at
(415)923-1662

14: Old-timers Ride & Picnic

October
12: Mt. Hamilton Ride

November
2: Don Danmeier's Annual 50th

Birthday/All British Ride
Call Den at 415-898-0330

December
13: (Sat.) Xmas Ride & Party

if rides are cancelled due to poor weather
- plan on the ride taking place the following
week - same time - same place, call the
ride coordinator!!!

Club Meeting Schedule

The Club meers on the second Thursday of

each month at rotating venues. The meetings
will start at 8:00 PM.

July 5 - Donkey Deli Ride/Meeting
an Juan Bautista 11 AM

Auqust 7 - Prince of Wales
an Mateo

Press Production and
Halftones: :
__Johnand Carrie Follett:
White Oak Press, San Carlos, CA.
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Minutes of the June Meeting

The July meeting ofthe Northern California
Norton Owners Club was called to order
by President Alan Goldwater. The venue
for this months meeting was “The
Clambucket” in Oakland. There were 14
members present and | counted 5 Nortons
in attendance.

We first discussed the upcoming
rally at Lake Selmac. We discussed what
type of rally game we might host. |t was
decided to put-onadart game. The details
would be worked out on the spot after we
get there.

Alan offered our Norton Notice
advertisers adealthatthey couldn't refuse.
Donate a door prize for the rally in lieu of
the advertising cost. So far only one
business has responded, Magri Motors.
Hopefully there will me bore. Anyone in
the club whe wants to donate a prize is
certainly welcome.

The July 5th Ride/Meeting was
discussed. Itis meant to coincide with the
big Corbin/Hollister bash over the 4th of
July weekend. We are to meet at the
Donkey Deliin SanJuan Bautista at 11:00
AM for brunch. Afterwards, there willbe a
ride, perhaps over to the hill climb.

Later in the month, July 20th,
there will be a ride starting at Alice's on
Skyline Blvd. It will start at 10:00 AM and
proceed down the mountainsto Callahan’s
Pub just south of Santa Cruz. This should
be a very nice ride.

We talked about the Dardanelle
Weekend on August 22-24. If youwant to
reserve a cabin you should call soon and
make a reservation (209)965-4355.

There was a brief discussion
about the fate of Alice’'s Restaurant. [t
seems bad debis and sewer problems
brought this great motorcycle tradition to
its knees. Unless mucho dinero is found,
the place will probably not open again.
The Boulevard Cafe across the street (who
used to frown upon us riders) might pick
up the slack. They are putling in pizza
ovens and will try to caterto the Easy Rider

group.

It was mentioned that if we like
the articles concerning classic bikes in
Rider magazine, we should write to the
editors and tell them so.

The treasury has $865 in it with
all bills paid. This is good! Alan G.
displayed the new T-shirt with new short
sleeves being offered as well as the long
sleeve. Call him if you are interested.

The club Mac was again
discussed. It will sell for $300. However,
if we get a serious volunteer to publish the
Norton Notice next year....we just might
offer the computer to that person. This is
a great way to help the ciub and increase
your computer literacy. The current editor
offered his educational services.

Finally, the Christmas Party was
discussed. It will be on December 13th.
We need to find a place to have the party.
If anyone knows of asuitable place, please
call either Alans.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM.
Respectiully submitted,

Alan
Alan Mueller, secretary/reasurer

editors note: This venue turned out to be
quite unsatisfactory. First, the location
was hard to get to and the traffic was
terrible. Secondly, the owners were not
happy with the amount of money we spent.
| guess, the kitchen usually closes at 8 pm
andthey offered to stay open alittle longer.
However, at the last minute, they told us
that it would be $5 forthose who didn’t eat.
Several of us didn't eat (not knowing it
would cost us) mainly because it was so
late by the time we got there that the
kitchen was closed. Our Presidenttriedto
explain this to a rather angry woman
(probably the owner) with little success. |
think we need to look for another East Bay
venus.
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Alan's Wrenth.... by Alan Goldwater, President

This months cover bike is a bright
orange Norton drag racer | saw at the
Hanford show last month. The ownet/
builder Dan Lynch of Reedley CA tells
me that it has been in development for
over ten years, and the many
interesting details attest to this work.
The motor is a mostly stock ‘71 750
with a drag cam by HP (George
Gjonovich) and a Hunt magneto. The
carb is a Posa nitrous oxide injector,
and the stock tranny has an RC
Engineering air shifter, controlled by a
push-button on the left grip. This is a
serious dragster which did sub- 12
second 1/4 mile runs before the nitrous
system was added! Dan is offering
“Cheap Thrills” for sale at $4500. [f
you're interested, call him at (209)
638-6011.

About half way down to Paso
Robles on the Cambria ride, | started
to notice some quirky handiing from
my Norton. At first | attributed this to
the poor road surface. Then as it got
worse | started to think in terms of
loose steering or swing arm bearings.
| checked these at a rest stop, but
everythingseemed OK. Tire pressures
were good and | wasn't carrying that
much weight so | just rode on
(cautiously). Afterarriving safely home,
| took a closer look, and found the
culprit,

For several years | have been
using Avon Super Venom AM18 tires,
both front and rear. They usually give
predictable, stable handling, superior

adhesion, and reasonably long
service, and come in correct sizes for
Nortons. The tread pattern has two
sets of grooves, one of which is about
half the depth of the other. | found that
my front tire had just worn to the
bottom of the shallower set of these,
and the handling went from normal to
unstable in the course of 100 miles or
s0. The bike was still safe to ride, just
not as much fun.

Since | care about fun, | have
ordered a replacement tire. | now get
them by mail from a well-known
midwest accessory dealer, for $85
with shipping. The last one | bought
locally was almost $120, and this is
too big a difference to ignore. The tire
took about 2 weeks to arrive but the
wait saved me about $35. There are
several accessory shops in the South
Bay who sell Avons for under a C-
note but they don't usually have them
in stock. Another source is CCM in
San Jose who has them for $89 (408)
453-TIRE.

As soon as | changed the tire, the
handling problem went away,
confirming the effect of a half-worn
tread. The very next day, | found the
following article by Clive Foster in the
Norton Rotary Club newsletter:

“Time was that the Avon
SuperVenomwas reckoned
to be a pretty good tyre for
the Norton Commander,
combining long life and good
handling. However time
marches on, tyre
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development continues and
overthe pastcouple of years
it has become apparent that
Avons and Commanders
don’t mix as well as they
used to. Recent
conversations with Avon
indicate that they no longer
consider the Super Venom
as suitable fitment for the
Commander....

“lhave been using the Avons
for about 7 years and
watched the steady
decrease of mileage
between new and the onset
of wobble. With the original
compounds | got around
13,000 miles which is quite
acceptable. The last front
managed around 4,500
miles before clenched
buttock set in...

“The wobble is a function of
tread wear and basically is a
designed in characteristic of
the front Super Venom in
thatthe thing wears in a 'pro-
wobble’ manner.
Unfortunately the weightand
steering characteristics of
the Commanderincrease the
rate of wear of the anti-
wobble bits so that the tyre
becomes dangerous long
before the end of its life....
The new Silica-containing
tread compound appears to
have less hysteresis and
more non-linear
compression so that the

(front-heavy) Commander
now overloads it. The main
advantage of the silica
compound is stable
pefformance over a much
wider temperature range.

| think Clive is talking here about
the AM20 (front only) Super Venom
which has a V-pattern tread like the
Metzler Laser. Since | use the AM18
both front and rear, | get a bit more
(perhaps 8000 miles) on the front, but
Clive’'s comments are still relevant.
He mentions using the Michelin
Macadam as a preferred substitute,
but it doesn't seem to be available in
19" size for Commandos.

While on the subject of tires, I'm
one of the few club members who
does his own tire changes. With some
practice | have got this down to a fairly
simple process which takes less than
an hour and doesn't hurt too much.
One trick I've learned is to lubricate
the tire bead (both the old one and the
new) before trying to pass it over the
rim. After trying soap (rusts the rim)
and Armorall (ditto), | now use product
called Gummipflege. This is a rubber
dressing which is available at any
BMW car dealer. It looks and smells
about like Vaseline and is great for
preserving the sidewall as well as
lubricating the bead. Just don't get it
on the tread surface!

Another useful productis a gadget
| won as a door prize at last years
Monterey Bay Rally. This is a pocket-
size helmetcleanercalled “Wee Willy"
(British lads will have achuckle here...).
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It consists of a mini spray bottle with a
sponge on one edge and a squeegee
on the other. There is a chamois cloth
folded around it for final wipe, and the
whole thing fits comfortably in a jacket
pocket. | was skeptical at first, but
after a year of hard use, it still works
great and | highly recommend it. You
can get it locally from Pro-Moto (408)
772-0343. Or order direct from CFS
Innovations, PO Box 245, Ellington
CT 06029, for$19.95+ $2.95 shipping.
(http://www.weewilly.com/index.html
on the internet)

Here are the Norton Points totals up to
June 11997. Thecurrent points leader
is Mike Sullivan with 40, followed by
George & Sachi Shoblo at 38. Mike
should geta bonus for most points per
ccas he rides a 350 single Norton. But
then George & Sachi should also get
a bonus for most points 2-up, so it
evens out | guess.

Ken Armann 2
Ron Bastiaans 6
Grover Buhr 6
Harry Bunting 10
Mike Burnham 6
Don Burtner 6
Lou Caputo 8
John Covell 12
Tom Dabel 6
Don Danmeier 8
Ron Douglas 12
Robert Fedyna 2
Cindy Grant 6
Brad Green 8
Jeff Gruwell 12
Michael Halbrook 12
Hon Halem 10
Pat Hart 10

Jerry Joliff 12
Gar Jorgensen 12
Bill Knight 4
Steve Marsh 6
Pat McDowell 6
B. McGregor 12
Ruth Middleton 8
Sean Moynihan 2
Al Mueller 28
Dana Muise 6
TJ Noto 6
George Poore 8
Phil Radford 14
Frank Recoder 12
Peter Rivera 6
Al Roth 4
George Shoblo 38
Art Sirota 10
Michae! Snyder6
Eric Sorensen 2
Mike Sullivan 40
Stevan Thomas 6
Kurt Wicklund 6
Kim Wiliams 12
Bob Yates 2

Finally, some notes
on upcoming events, The July meeting
is on Saturday the 5th at the Donkey
Deli in San Juan Bautista (11am).
Tom Dabel has some ideas concerning
events inand around Hollister and will
lead a short ride following our brunch
meeting. The Santa Cruz-Coast ride
will leave from Skylonda (Alices,
corner of 85 and 35) at 10 am on the
20th of July. Don't forget 1o check
your tires!

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:
R. Byron Brown - Richmond
Bart Selby - San Carlos

David Turner - Potter Valley

lan Sunderland - San Francisco
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WHERE??? ....AT THE
WHAREHOUSE!!!!!

Shortly after becoming a Bay Area
resident, a friend of mine from work
(Ron Peconti, a BSA club member)
told me about this groovy place where
motorcyelists would congregate on
Sunday afternoons and bench race.
Well one sunny Sunday I decided to
check this place out. I broke
outmy Combat commando and
headed down Highway 4 east
of Martinez and took the

I was flabbergasted!!!! What a

either. This place puts out some serious
chow and the seating capacity is not a
problem. Theelevated patio overlooks
the motorcycle parking area/biker
playground and the Carquinez Straits
which is a very serene backdrop.

When my schedule permits,
[ always try to make it to the
Port Costa Wharehouse on
Sunday afternoons, I' ve met
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