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Membership in the Northern California Branch of
the Norton Owners Club is available for

£12.58 (pounds sterlingl + $18.88

Membership dues are payable to the Branch
Secretary/Treasurer.

Renewal dues are payable at the end of the
individual’s membership year, that month being
desidnated by the last number of the Important!
tndividual’'s membership number as located on
the mailing label of the NORTON NOTICE or the

(Please take note of the following fine print.)

membership card For example, 745/2 denotes . . :
n The object of the Northern California Branch of the Norton
E:EEE:]_Y?“ with dues expiring on the 1st of Owners Club is to promote, encourage and develop all motor-

cycling activities. The Club's members are owners of Norron

- motorcycles, and they ofren submit for publication in the
All chenges of address should &0 to the Branch Norton Notice technical rips pertaining to motorcycles of the

Secretary/Treasurer, not the NOTICE Editor. Norton marque, Technical tips so published have been reviewed
for technical content and are believed ro be both acceptable
and workable, but no guaranie is made or implied that they

Subscription to the NORTON NOTICE only is will work correctly, nor is any liability assumed by either the
available for $18 00 per year. This does not Norten Owners Club or the authors for any problems resulting
include membership in the Northern California from use of these technical tips The Club also assumes no
Branch of the Norton Owners Club, nor does it responsibility for the acts or omissions of its members in
afford any of the rights or privileges of connection with Club activities.  Norton Notice articles or
membership in the NOC other marerial express the authors' views only and not neres-
sarily the official policy of the Norton Owners Club or its
Membership in the Northern California Branch of Northern California Branch. The editor reserves the right to
the Norton Owners Club entitles a member to accept, reject or alter all editorial and advertising material
monthiy issues of the NORTON NOTICE and submitted for publication. Advertising published does not
bi-monthly issues of ROADHOLDER magazine, which imply endorsement of products, goods or services. Now you
is sent directly from England, keeping members know.
informed of Norton owners' activities
worldwide Membership provides voting
privileges at all NOC and Branch meetings., and -

allows one to purchase Norton spares directly
from England, at significant savings, through
the NOC Spares Program

1963 catalog drawing of Manx 30M and 40M
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U UPCOMING EVENTS

FROM THE LAIR OF THE RIDE
COORDINATOR
MARK YOUR CALANDER:

APRIL 10: First Formula | Grand Prix
at Laguna Seca, Meet at Howard
Johnsons on North First Street in San
Jose. 9 A M.

APRIL 30 - MAY [: Tulare Vintage
Rally.

Take a truck, pick up spare parts, lose
your savings. Or ride down and just
enjoy the show. Camping (and HOT
SHOWERS) right on the Fairgrounds
premises. Riders can meet at Casa De
Fruita on 152, near Pacheco Pass, 12
Noon on Friday 4/29 (ar /0 AM on Sat
4730 - ed.},

MAY 22: | have been talking with Joe
Monteya, AFM pres. We can have this
date as NORTON DAY AT THE RACES.
We could all go to Sears Point, with
admission two dollars off at $8.00 each,
if we pay in advance. They will provide
a special place to park our bikes. We
can put up the Union Jack and Norton
Banner and cheer on the people in the
club who race. Afterwards we can find
an eatery, or pack picnic lunches.
Suggestions?

DOWN THE ROAD: June ride to be
arranged, july Santa Cruz Beach Bash,
Morro Bay English Iron overnighter,
August Annual Rally. Volunteers step
forward please.

CINNTBEMEELRIN G
o C HEDIDAMN

(San Mateo) April 14
Prince of Wales Pub
106 E. 25th Ave
San Mateo
(San Francisco) May 12

Zuka's Restavrant
Gilbert and Bryant Sts.
San Francisco

(San Mateo)
Prince of Wales Pub

June 9

NOTICE: Riders should have plenty of oil and gasoline by the
scheduied departure time and all personal problems taken care of.

In other words . .

_ In the event

of inclement weather phone the ride leader to find out about the

% status of the ride.

— e
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Alan's Wrench
Tech tips and gossip from
The Editor

Good Evening, Noccers. Coming
up in this segment we'll have details
of the continuing saga "Fix Your Own
Commando”. First though, the News. In
a reassuring move, Norton boss Phil Le
Roux has issued 'a {irm denial that the
Company are gradually moving away
from motor cycles’, despite
announcements that Norton have taken
over the London No | Club and
licensed the Company name and logo to
a line of sportswear. Le Roux
explained ‘Every bike costs about
L2000-L3000 to produce and that
quickly eats into our capital...But if
vou have other interests, it means that
if there are hiccups in the motor cycle
side, you don't go out of business.’ The
Norton company made a 1loss of
L314,000 in the year ending 8/87,
prior to the 100-unit sell-out of the
Classic at L6000 per.
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In a suprise move Norton have
captured the World Silly Racing
Championship with a new machine, the
76cc Subjugator S, featured on our
cover. Our inside sources have
revealed some details of the machine,
which is powered by an unusuval 26:1
compression 3-stroke diesel with 90%
Nitro fuel and freon injection cooling.
The motor is constructed mostly of
monocrystaltine boron composite with
titanium crank and rod. Net output is
thought to be about 135 bhp at 25,000
rpm. Total weight is 107 lbs dry, 175
with a full fuel load (12 gal.).
Handling is said to be 'brisk’.

This issue of the Notice marks
ten full vyears of continuous
publication, an achievement of which
we can all be proud. The names and
tenure of all those who contributed to
this record can be seen in the NN
Honor Role which precedes the first
ever 'NN Ten Years Ago", an exerpt
from Notice *{. There was actually a
March, 1973 newsletter, called “The
NOC News" but that doesn't count as a
real Notice.

I'd also like to acclaim those
few who have maintained their branch
membership for the entire ten years,
but I don't know who they are.
Anybody care to guess...Bob Bausch is
one clear contender. Thanks, Bob.

- cont'd

0 ]



THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA BRANCH.’@
Aa

And now for another episode of
the thrilling Garage Opera, "Fix Your
Own Commando”. Last month we left
our Hero (me} with a worn out front
Isolastic and no washers. Soon alter,
the Masked Man from England came to
his rescue with some white disks and
rubber donuts.

After cleaning up all the parts,
I assemble the complete unit on the
bench with the white spacers, but
without shims. After tigtening the
through-bolt, | measure the gap at
.060 in. Using | 035" and 4 .00%"
spacers, | reassemble the unit and
measure (huh?)... .001 in. clearancel
Actually, 1 couldn't get a feeler gauge
in but the end caps spun free so |
guess it was about .001. After some
head scratching, | turn the unit over
and prestol there's the .005 gap. It
seems that the spacers are not
perfectly [lat and a burr on the edge
was tilting the gap. After messing with
it for a while I get it to look straight at
.005 all round. Disassembled the unit
and covered the internal parts with
silicone rubber lubricant (Dow
Stopcock Grease). Now the tricky part
- putting it back on the bike.

I quickly find that while the
complete unit comes off the bike with
the spacers worn out, it won't go back
on with new parts installed, as the
frame tubes are about .050 narrower
than the mounting tabs. 0k, try
sliding it up [from underneath, oops,
there goes the end cap, and the shims,
covered with grease, [all to the {loor.
This happens several times and finally
1 get tired of removing dirt and

dustballs, and delete the remaining
grease. | don't ride in the rain anyway.

After some headscratching and
knucklebusting | finally come up with
a play which works. Assemble the unit
dry, with the white spacers missing.
Hold it in line with a piece of dowel.
and with the spacers missing it slides
right in place. Be careful not to pinch
the rubber caps between the flat end
pieces and the mounting tabs. Alter
the case bolts are reinstalled, push
out the dowel and pry back the rubber
caps, at which point the spacers can be
slid in place. Line up the parts again
and push the large through-bolt home.
A [inal check with the feeler gauge
and I find (gulp) 1 thou. again.

No excessive vibration though.
Alter a quick spin around the
neighborhood, | check the clearance
again and [ind (whew) .005, just what 1
wanted. My guess is that there was
some dirt or misalignment of
components which caused the gap to be
skewed again. After some healthy
flexing by the ol' Long-Stroke,
everything loosened up and
straightened out.

After several hundred miles, my
first impression has been confirmed:
the Isolastic adjustment does indeed
have a radical, positive effect on the
handling and overall feel ol the
machine. It still doesn't measure up
to the Featherbed standard of
excellence, but is acceptable, wheras
before the fix it was bad enough to be
dangerous.

Next month we'll service the
carbs and lube the cables, required
maintenance for a summer of Happy
Motoring. See you at the show.




TWISTGRIP TWADDLE

Owing to the necessities of
publishing, this is being written
a couple weeks before you're
reading it, so there's no point
in my exhorting you all to get
out and attend the All-British
MC Show. Most of you did, anyway.

And had a good time, too. Thank
you all for coming.
Regarding upcoming events,

please see Margie's column else-
where in this ish of the Notice.
But one thing I will mention,
which is pretty far down the
road yet, is the strong likeli-
hood that we'll Join with the
California BSA Owners Clubs for
their Morro Bay ride this summer.
So, rather than around Memorial
Day as it's been in the past, we
would be doing it July 30/31, =
few weeks after the Santa Cruz
beach bash. Do think about join-
ing us for these events. No, it
1s not too far to ride for g

weekenqg!
An  idea has been rattling
around in my head for a while

now, so I'll run it past y'all;

please let me know if you love
it or hate it. What I've a mind
to do come next January, by

which time there will be a new
prez, is start a reqular monthly
column in the N.N. about the law
as it affects motorcyclists. By
this T do not mean one of those

"legislation watches" that tries
to alert folks to nasty bills
making their way through the

Assembly or Senate; those already
exist.  What T have in mind is
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rather a scope on what's been hap-
pening to motorcyclists on the
road and in the courts of this
great state. But not necessarily
restricted to California.
Specifically, I have access to
computerized law search services
that can pick out, at the touch of
a few keys, court decisions involv-
ing motorcycles. I can even look
for Norton cases--from any juris-

diction in these United States,
current  or many decades back.
Ought to make some interesting

reading, wouldn't you think?  And
make no mistake: These cases can
and do affect your life, since we
live under a system known as the
Common Llaw, which means that any
published appellate decision can
shape the way things are done
subsequently.

I bounced this off Lou Capute a
few weeks ago--had to retrieve it
from Oregon (just kidding, Lou)--
and he thought I should include a

kind of legal Q & A, too. That
is, if people want to write in
with specific questions, [ might

dig up such answers as are avail-
able, for the edification of all.
That's the part I'd especially
like tao hear from you about: Do
you think you'd find such 3 service
interesting? Do you have questions
you've been unable to get answers
to, relating to motorcycling, from
your priest/rabbi/quru? Once the
heavy mantle of the presidency has
been passed an, I'll have time for
this kind of thing (I hope).

Let me know. See ya on the

tarmac. - \V\ |

e ——— }-%{Nﬂ~\|---|--
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Norton Notice

Role of Honor

The Nertes Netice was started in
April 1978 by Sreve Coburn and
Robert Marshall, and has published
vninterrupted until this day. The
foliowing Members have served the
Branch well in this achievement and
are deserving af our (hanks:
4/78-12/79 Steve Coburn

(Bob Marshall, pres.)

1/80-12/80 Michael Heth

and Brian Halton

(Steve Coburn, pres.)
1/81-12/81 (Harvey Loucks, pres)
1/82-2/82 Bob Marshall

(Art Sirota, pres)
3/82-1/83 Gene Austin
2/83-12/83 Brian Halton and

Robert Briscoe

(Tom Dabel, pres)
1/84-12/84 Michael Heth

(Scot Marburger pres)
1/85-12/85 Tom Mullen
1/86-12/87 Lou Caputo

(John Covell, pres)
1/88-12/88 Alan Goldwater

The following is an exerpt from NV *1
of April 1978

‘If anyone hasn't noticed yet, the
newsletter has taken a new lorm in

hopes to stimulate member
participation and distribute
information concerning activities,

meetings, rides, etc.....

“A lew words about Club finances: The
recent dues increase brought about
some grumbles [rom members and
rightly so. Current exchange rate is
about $1.90 per pound and with
England dues at L7 per year we are
left with about $2 a member per year
to run the club. This must include
mailing costs of newsletters and
Roadholder magazines, 80 our finances
are slim. No club dues have been used
for the newsletter but rather a small
grant has been obtained to see il this
type of newsletter is feasible.

Verry interesting... how Iittle
some things have changed in /0 vears.
!/ woender who (he anonymous
benefactar was who bankrolled the
11irst Notice? Anyone care to tell? -ed

THE

-
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Letters to the Editor

March 13, 1988
Dear Norton Notice,

Part of the advantage of belonging
to the Norton Owners Club is supposed
to be the priveledged access to the
NOC spares scheme. Has anybody out
there had any success in actually
obtaining any Norton parts lately
through the spares scheme? | haven't.
Over the past five months 1 have
written letters of inquiry to the club
officers supposedly in charge of
"Heavy Twins" and "Single Cylinder”
spares. Each letter contained two
international reply coupons , return
envelope, my NOC membership
number, and a list of parts that |
needed.

After writing 5 letters and
receiving no reply at all, | wrote to
Jim Wallis, chairman of the NOC
Executive Committee, to try and find
out the problem. Mr Wallis wrote me a
very nice two page letter which made
some things very clear. It seems that
several years ago, just prior to Colin
Newman taking over as spares officer,
the NOC spares scheme had been mis-
managed, bungled, sabotaged, and
robbed. Eight Thousand Pounds
Sterling was missing. Colin Newman
himself has a full-time job and cannot
presently devote much time to
answering letters or sending out parts.

According to Jim Wallis, "Colin has
had some wups & downs with
employment and has recently spent
several weeks working in China. Now
that he is back home he does not
return from work until about §:30 pm
and cannot start attending to NOC
business until 9 at night.”

Also according to Jim Wallis,
“"Roger Deadman packed up as a spares
officer just over a vyear ago. He

constantly resisted returning his
papers. When we did prise them out of
his grasp, we found quite a lot of
unopened mail, uncashed cheques,
etc.” "Andy Bawdon too it seems, has
been having difficulty attending to
club business partly because he has
been in the process of moving house
for some time."

The bottom line here seems to
be that il you need spares for your
Norton, you are on your own. The NOC
is of no practical help at all. In view of
all this poor service it seems ironic to
me that they have chosen the present
time to raise NOC annual membership
dues. If anyone has had different luck
with the club spares scheme than |
have, | would appreciate it if you
would write to the Norton Notice and
share your experiences with the rest
of us.

Thank You
Art Sirota
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1979, Penguin)

“The bike is tired also, but
that is only a figure of speech. 1 do not
credit the bike with feelings. If it has a
heart and soul of its own | have never
found them. People 1 meet are often
disappointed that the bike does not
even have a name. They often suggest
names (The ‘Bug’ is top favourite) but
none of them seem to do anything for
the bike or for me. For me it remains a
machine, and every attempt to turn it
into something else strikes me as
forced and silly.

of wood measuring
about 1 x 1} x 7im

“But it is not suss a machine,
not by any means, and | respect it
totally for the very special thing it is. |
know that all its idiosyncrasies, the
things that make it different from any
other motorcycle, are the result of what
we have gone through together. The way
I sit, my touch on the throttle, the
speeds | travel at and the mistakes |
make are what fashioned it into
something uniquely connected with me.
Like those intricately carved slabs of
stone | have been looking at, my bike
records the passage of time and

events....It has been moulded by me and
it has really become an extension of
myself.
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CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE - 1975 850 Commando MKI1I
27k miles - good running condition
Has Interstate tank, Corbin saddle, oil
cooler, Mikuni + some spares. $1650
firm. Cafl Suran Meissner 408-426-
6526 evenings. /3

FOR SALE - 1975 Norton Commando
Roadster 19,625 miles. Top end
completely rebuilt last year at 16K mi
New Battery, red paint, excellent
condition. $2000/offer. Call Michael
Dietz, 408-338-9087. /3

WANTED - broken Smiths gauges for
repair parts. 1'll pay $5-15 or I'll
trade you a working one for 3 broken
(repairable) ones. Also wanted,
original fenders and toolbox for my
1950 Model 7 twin. Any plunger-
frame Norton toolbox will work but the
fenders are unique to the Model 7 and
have a ridge down the center. Contact
the Editor at 408-475-7505. /3

1921 17C Colonial

Wanted: for 1957 ES2 in opre-
featherbed swinging arm frame, center
stand, battery/tool box lid (or
complete box), rear fender lifting
handles (grips), license plate/taillamp
bracket, rear gas tank mount,
chainguard, headlamp brackets,
clutch, 376 carb. Also want short
stroke Matchless G80CS cylinders with
good fins, any bore up to +.080".

Neil Peacock, 8845 Elgin Drive,
Lafayette CO 80026 (303) 499-1175
/3

For Sale: Norton Dunstall Head and
barrel 810 cc.,w/piston and ring set
std bore. Terry Belisle (619) 446-
6287 /3

For Sale: 1974 850 Commando Basket
case. All parts in v.g.c. Includes new
pistons plus Mikuni single carb $500.
Also, 1967(?) Honda CB450 'Black
Bomber' in good condition, less than

10,000 on odometer $700 o.b.o. Plus, a
bunch of parts from a '47 ES-2,
includes frame, trans, and engine
parts - $100 o.b.o. for everything.

Call Jonathan Gutoff eves at 726-5807
or leave message at 330-5024. /4
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FAIR SPARES AMERICA. INC.

Norton Specialists
PHIL RADFORD P.O. BOX 8224
(408) 292-6563 SAN JOSE, CA

Send SASE for current lists. 95155
24-hour answer phone service.
10% discount for orders over $200.
Orders over $230 shipped free.
Mail Order. UPS. COD.

-,

NorfoD
OMMANDO
PROTECT THE
VALUE OF YOUR
INVESTMENT.
INSISTON

R

ADVERTISING RATES

1/4 pg 1/2 pd Full pg

6 mos 235 370 $140

1 yr 350 $120 $240

Send ad copy and check to the Editor

—~—

You'll find more than
motorcycle parts & service
at Raber’s!

At Raber’s vou'll find an henest, experienced
friend with cycle expertise. Ask for Bob or Bill
and solve your motorcycle problems today
Raber's supplies parts for:

Norlop) sucAT

ROTQ GUEX!

Raber's

Eumgean Cycle Works Inc.

1615-C Almaden Rd  Rear Bldg )
San Jose, CA 95125

m MoTo suzzi  SJEMTH
MUNROE MOTORS, INC.

MoToacreLgs
Sacge - Bgavicy . PanTe

SINCE 1958

Munroe has three mechanics that are
familiar with Nortons and have been for
a number of years, We can replace
exhaust ports with the head on the bike
and don't know of anyone else who can,
The job looks like original factory!
Call for a quote on shap prices. We
also have a good Norton parts supply.

412 ValLENCIA BT,
BAN FRANCISCO Baios
PHONE 828-3408
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