The Newsletter of the
Northern California Norton Owners Club

Februarv, 1995
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is published by the Northem California Norton
Owners Club. Its purpose is to inform and entertain
members regarding all aspects of the Norton
motoreycle, including history, technical advice, and
preservation of the marquee.

The NORTON NOTICE is a reflection of the
readership, who areencouraged to submit ant anticle,
technical tip, photograph {original or otherwise) as
long as it is in good taste, so that other Norton
enthusiasts may enjoy it. (Good taste is somewhat
optional, but hey-this is a group of bikers we're
talking about here....that's why we have an editor.)

The deadline for items to be submitted for publication
isthe 20th of each month.. The NORTON NOTICE
welcomes contributions submitted electronically.
Matenial in any format placed on a 3.5 floppy disc
can be read by the editors clever Macintosh. You
may also send articles directly to the editor via
modem or fax at 415-595-3368. Set your telecom
software to 8/n/1, use X or Z modem file transfer
protocol, and just call up the editor most evenings
(don’t wait until the 20th...there is a long line then).
The editor also has a fax at his office (415-593-
4850). E-mail can be sent using INTERNET to
norton2@aol.com.

Membership in the Northern California Norton
Owners Club is available for $20.00 per vear.
Membership dues are payable to the Branch
Treasurer.

Rdvertising rates are $68.88/year for
a 1/4 page ad!!

Renewal dues are pavable at the end of the
individual's membership year, which is designated
by the last number listed on the mailing label of the
Norton Notice and the membership card.

All changes of address or guestions
about membership or the Notice, call
the Treasurer.....not the Notice editor!!?

The Northern California Norton Owners Club is
affiliated with both the Norton Owners Club of
England and the International Norton Cwners
Association. Interested persons can join these two
organisations per the terms described on the Branch
membership application form.

CLUB OFFICERS

PRESIDENT: Maya Lai

1370 McKendrie, San Jose, CA 95126
(408)241-1812:
maya%lasrfoodZ-daver@sgiblab.sgi.com

VICE-PRESIDENT/SECRETARY:
Duncan Ferguson

2831 Petunia Ct., Union City, CA 94587,
(510)489-0196

TREASURER: Stan&Lani Beneveds
36646 Darvon Ct., Newark, CA. (510)793-
0704

RIDES MARSHALIL. Jim Carton
1749 137th Ave. San Leandro, CA.
(510)483-2045

NOTICE EDITOR: Alan Mueller

128 Windsor Ct. San Carlos, CA 94070~
2198, (415)591-5444 or modem/fax
(415)595-3368 or (415)553-4850; E-mail:
norton2@ aol.com

PARAPHERNALIA: Joe Edwards
241 Blossom Hill Rd. #1, San Jose, CA.
(408)365-1058

PUBLIC RELATIONS: John Covell
1183 Alemany Blvd., San Francisco, CA
94112 (415)334-1183; E-mail:
senator@well.sf.ca.us

PHOTO-JOURNALISM: Gerald Mauricio
PO Box 655, El Granada, CA 94018
(415)726-9337

SGT-AT-ARMS: Lynne Miller
639 Mangels, San Francisco, CA,
(415)334-2042
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Upcoming Eyenis

Club Rides Schedule

Febr 2th
Sweetheart Ride - 3 Bridges

March 12: Flying Lady Ride - a new
route

April 16; Easter Morning on Mt. Tam
May 13-14: North Bay Ride/Weekend
June 11: Santa Cruz & South Coast Ride
July 16: Fred Twigg Ride
Avugust 12th weekend: Dardanelle
(Unofficial Ride)
September 17: Old Timers Ride
October 15: Mt. Hamilton Ride
November 5?: All-British Ride
November 12: Delta Ride

December; No rides scheduled

If rides are cancelled due to poor weather -
plan on the ride taking place the following
week - same time - same place. Check with

Jim!l!

June 23, 24 & 25: West Coast Norton
Rendevous in Southern Oregon

Meeting Schedule
The Club meets on the second Thursday of
eachmonth. The meetings are SUPPOSED to
start at 8:00 PM. If you get tired of bench
racing, bring a newspaper to read.

February 9th
Fremont B‘rcwcrv

March 11th or 12th - Ride Meeting (see
Ride Schedule)
April 13th - Harry’s Hoftbrau (Mt. View)
May ? - Mann County Weekend/Ride
June 8th - Prince of Wales
July 13th - Harry’s Hofbrau (San Leandro)
August 10th - Connecticut Yankee
September 14th - Fremont Brewery
October 12th - Harry’s Hofbrau (Mt
View)
November 9th - San Jose Venue
December ? - Xmas Party

ﬁ%‘_ﬂ:’ﬁﬂg&ml%:%% West El Camino
€ ountain View, CA., (415)964-
8455, just north of Hlohvc ay 85 on H
Camino R].

14900 E. 14Th St.,

Harry’s Hofbrau:
S T oandio A~
%rince of Wales Pub: 106 East 25th

vc,, San Mateo, CA., (415)574-9723;
off Iilﬁhway 101 between Hwy 92 and

Hillsdale Blvd. Nextto San Mateo County
Fairgrounds

Fremont Brewe 3350 Stevenson
BI d., Fremont, ( % East of Hwy 880
near Paseo Padre.
Con)gecticut !ank%: 100 Connecticut

1., San brancsico, CA., }415)552—4440;
Vermont St. Turnoff of 1wy 101 North

Photography:
John Bna
Alan Mueller, Lou Caputo
Press Production and Halftones:
John and Carrie Follett:
White Oak Press, San Carlos, CA
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Mapa’'s Minuies.....

by Maya Lai, President

he first meeting of the New
I year was fine. We had a good
crew of people there. Joe
Edwards is putting together an order
for T-shirts that are wool and have the
Norton logodigitized for,I do believe,
$38. Lynn Miller has a local calendar
out with bay area riders in it for 10$.
All the proceeds will go to the club. I
thank you very much for the help and
thoughtfulness Lynn.
I have to say, I don’t know if
the Diablo ride went since it rained

and was also football day.

I did get a call from an old
member who wished to rejoin the club
from Virginia. [ asked him about the
club there, he said he wanted to join
us, because he was a Californian at
heart. Welcome back David Frei.
Overall, it was a nice meeting. Thank
you all for coming.

Maya

FPipes Up ...

by Duncan Ferguson; V.P.

“I’m Back!” - Flu gone - Sorry that 1
missed the Xmas party but | heard that a
good time was had by all.

Santa was spotted in Niles and
his sleigh was being pulled by a red
Norton...picture supplied upon request.

Rain, rain, go away!! Niles
Canyon Road is stll closed but T can’t
wait to start riding. The bike is ready
thanks to Ken Armann for the help....rear
sprocketreplaced, etc. Thisrideris getting
antsy...is that a break 1n the

clouds...LET’S RIDE!! Keep it

in the wind.!!

Duncan

oy 5 T 0 PSS

East Bay Report

by Duncan Ferguson

Jerry Joliff, Gerald, Maya, Brad,
Ruth, Joe, Mike, Duncan, Bob ,
Carol...etc.....were seen drooling over the
pew Triumphs at the Motorcycle Show in
San Francisco.

With all the rain that we have
had, we could at least look at all the new
goodies and bikes.

Ruth got new chaps, Brad got a
couple of Tech-books, Joe, Jerry and
Duncan got a couple of beers.

Remember, The Sweetheart Ride
in February will start at the Fremont
Brewary.
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Minutes ef the January Meeting

L=

The January 12th meeting of the
Northem Califomia Norton Owners Club
was called to order by President Maya Lai
at8:30 PM. The venue this month was the
Connecticut Yankee, There were 20
members and or guests and one new
member,

Jim Carton stated that the January
ride might be postponed due to the lousy
weather—if this should happen the ride
will be rescheduled for a later time.

Don Danmeier mentioned that
the All-British Swap Meet will be held on
a Saturday this year, he has asked the
Norton Clubtolead arideup to Alice’son
Sunday. Healsomentioned thathewill be
a guest speaker in March in Sacramento
fielding questions about Brtish bikes.
More information will follow.

Brad Green announced that he
and Ruth will be going back to New York
for the National Rally and will have room
to carry a couple of bikes - anyone
interested should contact Brad or Ruth at
(510)537-9412.

Grover Bubr told a story about
buying parts from England verses buying
parts from Phil Radford at_Fair Spares in
San Jose. The bottom line was to call
Phil...all at the meeting tended to agree
with his conclusion. Alsoplugs were give
to Bob Raber, Mean Marshall, Munroe
Motors, Ken Armann, Magn Motors,
International Motorcycle exchange, B &
C Actionwear and for a cold beer don’t
forget The Prince of Wales. { This reminds
the editor that the 1995 advertising fees
are now due...he doesn’t want to have to
send abill.) Thanks Grover for the info.!

Lynn Miller (Sgt. at Arms)

donated 10 copies of the 1995 San
FranciscoMotorcycle Calendar to the Club
- 7 sold at $10 each - the proceeds go
directly into the treasury. Thanks a lot
Lynn. He has also stated that he will
donate a prize at the next meeting to the
person who can tell why the Norton name
is printed the way that 1t is. Lynn also
mentioned that the big show in July at
Silverado will again accept older
motorcycles at $100 each. More details
will follow.

Duncan Ferguson stated that
Jerry Joliff has donated misc. Tools and
goodies to the club that will be auctioned
off to the highest bidder at the February
meeting at the Fremont Brewery. Thanks
Jerry!

Joe Edwards (Paraphernalia
King!) is hard a work setting guide lines
and planning the ‘96 National Rally. An
artistis working on alogo f{or approval for
hats, shirts, pins, etc.

Joce has asked for help. So far,
Maya, Grover, Duncan, Alan M. And
Brad have stepped forward to help him.

Joe is taking orders for sweaters
(see Joe’s article further along in the
Notice for details). Joe1s also working on
adeal forreflective tape, dye cutin Norton
script. Details will follow.

The meeting was adjourned at
9:00 PM.

Respectfully submtted,

Duncam Fergusom, Secretary and
vice-president
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Club

Reports from Joe Edwards
Hi Norcal Members,

Well justa little note from your new
Paraphemalia person. As we start off the new
year, we have locked up a pretty good deal for
all members and friends. We are now taking
orders for sweaters.

These sweaters are made of Shetland
100% wool and they sell at Macy's for $50.00.
They are crew necked in style withlong sleeves.
The colors we have are Hunter Green, Black
and Charcoal Grey.

We will have the deal through the
end of February 1995, this will be a one time

deal only.

Now, how we will handle this
program? First of all pick the size and color
you would like..the size range is small,
medium, large, xlarge, and xxlarge. Notonly
do you pick the size but we will have the
sweater complete with the logo “Norten™ on

the left breast done by a local embroidery
company. AH this for a total of $38.00, yes
Just $38.00!1!

Now you can place your orderin the
mail, or at the next meeting which will be in
Fremont on the Sth of February.

Alsorememberwe still have asupply
of red T-shirts and watches. We should have
the new club patches for the Fremont meeting,
If you can’t make the meeting you can call me
anytime up to 11:00 PM.

KERXERRHESE

Justa rundown on the 1996 National
Rally to be held in July of 1996. We have an
artist working on the logofor the rally. Ispoke
with Alan Goldwater and he will be working
on a program for a vintage short track race.

Now we are going to ask for some
help. We have a few folks who have stepped
forward. But we need a few more. If you

would please give me a call anytime up till
11:00 PM. T have a plan to make a ride to
Quincy and hope to take a group up there with
me. I plantomake ita weekend. Iplantodrive
up and trailer to “Nort”. We could still have
snow on the ground. The headquarters of the
rally will be the Gold Pan Motel in Quincy.

Once again just give me a call about
helping. I know it rnay be early, but we sure
would like to get an early start. So please take
a second and give me a call and we can talk
about how we can use your help.

]08 Edwards (96 Quincy)

An Announcement !!
from Alan Goldwater

Announcing the West Coast Norton
Rendezvous to be held June 23-25, 1995 at
Lake Selmac, Oregon. This ride will be jointly
presented by the Northwest N.O.C. and the
Northern California N.O.C.

There will be two nights of camping
with a banquet, swimming, fishing, and some
of the best Norton roads anywhere in the
known universe, all for $22 (prereg.). Come
early , stay late, have a blast! To preregister,
contact Alan Goldwater, 1780 Chanticleer
Ave,, Santa Cruz, CA 95062 (408) 475-7505.

Lake Selmac is 40 miles west of
Medford, 380 miles from San Francisco, and
you canride there in one day ON A NORTON!
sevssccssLsREEDNOEOERRRSS

The Sweetheart Ride!!

The ride will stay in the East
Bay. We should all meet at 10:00 AM at
the Fremont Brewery in Fremont. Jim
promises that the ride will leave on
time...don’t be late. 'We will finish up
somewhere around Livermore for lunch.
See you all on February 12th.

Jmm
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR....

January 11, 1995
Yo Alan,

That helmet article in the Notice got to me.
Y ou may or may not wish to print my rebuttal; your
choice.  Also you might Iili&)c to priat something
about my little foothill ¢lub:

Around Aprit of last year, my best tocal riding
buddy moved east...way east.

Having seen bikes of British origin in my
neighborhood from time totime (including a couple
of Nortons), I thought [ should finally move on an
idea I had.

Iransome adsinthe Aubum, Grass Valley and
Colfax rags seeking folks of like mind in forming a
loose club of sorts. No dues, no officers, no rules.
Just coffee, B.S. ing, and of course, riding,

1 got twenty-five responses, exceeding my
wildest dreams. ““There’s got to be at [casta coupl?a
of guys that will be fun to ride with in this bunch,”
Ilhoug];‘téa'l'hea I had another idea.

use we were kind-of spread out, I though
meeling spols each week in alternating locations
would serve to stir more patticipation, [ made the
first Saturday the month a meeting at the Aubum
airport, the second Sunday of the month in a Grass
Valley coffee shop, the third Saturday in Colfax, and
the fourth Sunday in Roseville (to accommodate
some “flat-landers” who wanted in).

We call ourselves the FBBC, the Foothill
British Bikers Club, etc. The “etc” is so not to
exclude any other bikers that ride something
interesting {not Harleys orneo-canyon-carving-rice-
burners). We have grown to 45 members over the
course of the summer.

This winter has been wet and wild so our
meeting have been small or non-existent, but even
the small meetings are great and end up with a ride
somewhere. We still have had some sunny 60° days
up here.

I have encouraged everyone tojoin the NCNOC
or other bigger clubs, and some have. We've gota
guy 75 years old that rides a Trinmph triple, a guy,
64, that ridesa ‘ 54 Matchless, a 350Manx, a Panther,
3 bonofide expatriates from across the pond, some
world-land-speed-record challengers in "95, a
triumph “blueprinter”, and various other “serious
wrenchers”™

1 hope to put some NCNOC and FBBC guys
together in 95,

And here is his rebutial....editor
Don’t Feel Protected...Be Smart, Be
Afraid

Before I proceed with my dissertation, I would
like to make clear to all of you that I have wom
helmets for years before the California helmet law.
T would prefer anyone I have leeling for to wear a
helmet and I will continue to wear a helmet even if
the law should be repealed (fat chance).

I sympathize with fellow motoreyeling
enthusiasts who feel 1m upon by the helmet
law: I don’t like it myself. I would probably let the

whole matter go by like the Lutheran pastor in
Germany when Hitler came to power: “First they
came for the Jews, but T was not a Jew....."” You've
heard thatstory. There's something else working on
me here.

In the last 20 years or so we' ve seen the assault
on smoking and illegal drug use. They are not
particularty wholesome activities, I'll grant you, but
they are for the most part matters of personal choice
and largely ineffectual to most of us in the great
scheme of things.

I wilt be frank and admit that smoking and
drug use are both areas in which I have had some
personal experience. I recall having a good laugh
with my friends as we watched the movie “Reefer
Madness™. 1 remember the personal and expert
testimony expounded upon the likes of Ant
Linkletter and Ano Landers and the “meaningful”
statistics we heard. Remember the percentage of
Heroin usersthat started with pot? [always wondered
how many started with alcobol or even mothers
mitk!

1 suppose misinformation and lies for a good
cause are justified. The people whospeweditcan go
ahead ami feel good about it (even though drug use
is still a problern). My friends and I who went on to
become drug and cigarette-free, did so for other
reasons. I think the few of us that didn’t make 1t
would have found other vehicles forself-destruction
{or did).

Is it starting to sound like I'm getting back to
the helmet law? Am [ alone or are some of you out
there in motorcycle land concerned about the
legislative “end-runs” by these insurance companies
and do-gooders?

That editorial in the Chronicle (11/16/94) by
David Periman was pure crap! Again ignorant
people are trying to sound informed!

I"d bet my begoniasthat forevery 100thousand
registered motorcycles in 1992, folks drove 37%
less because of the diminished experience or refusal
to go out and buy a helmet. That might have some
bearing on the 37% drop in fatalities. Talso wonder
why there was a big drop in the fatalities from 1986
to 1991, before the law. Obviously, the numbers
aren’t large enough for statistical meaning.

Nodoubt helmets reduce skul! fractures, deaths
from skull fractures, and costs from treating them,
but this is notthe final word in helmet effectiveness.
What about broken necks? Hospital'strauma centers
patch up quadriplegics and ship them off to
convalescent hospitals or homes where costs (and
suffering) continne., A good friend of mine has a
brother whois a “quad™. He begs him to puthim out
of his misery on every visit.

My friends, [ wear a helmet, but I have no
iltusions as to their benefits. If you want to live a
long and happy life, don’t count on your helmetora
move to Arizona; people die of emphysema there al
much higher than the rest of the states!

1 suggest that you guestion the wisdom and
motivations of your legislators. We have the best
government money can buy, fools abound, and the
public is apathetic to our freedom.

David Bright

Colfax, California
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View from the Bridge.....

by Alan Mueller

Well, I'm sitting here on a Sunday
afternoon with the rain continuing
to come down. I don’t know about the rest of
you, but, I'm getting tired of this weather. It's
time to get out and start riding again. As long
as 1 can’t take the Norton out again this
weekend, I thought1 would sit down and write
out a few thoughts about the NCNOC.

First, I certainly have enjoyed being
the editor of the Norton Notice. It has enabled
me to get to know many of the members that I
might not have gotten to know if I had just sat
back and attended a few meetings and a few
rides. Ireally think thatitis important, at any
level, to get involved. Tam a little surprised
that so few of the members get involved with
this club. Tknow we all join clubs for different
reasons. I just wish there would be more
enthusiasm from the members. It seems as
though it is the same people getting involved
over and over again. A club can get very
stagnant and stale that way.

One suggestion that T received was
to use name tags at meetings and on rides. I
really feel that I still don’t know most of the
members and it sure would be nice to put
names tothe familiar faces thatIsee at meetings
and rides. I would like to suggest that all new
members receive a name tag when officially
joining the club. All old members would be
given tags and asked to wear them at all club
functions. 1 think this would make the new
members and some of the old members feel
much more welcome and at ease. This would
not be a difficult thing to implement. I hope
someone brings this up at the next meeting,

The next thing that I would like to
write about is that we need to get our records
broughtup todate. Stanand Lani (sorry about
the misspelled name in the lastissue, Lani) are
trying their best to update the club's data base.
All of the members need to check their mailing
labels on the Notice to see if their address and
their expiration date is correct. [ keep getting
calls asking where the Notice is and I had to
referthem to Groverand now to Stanand Lani.

Please, everyone, look at the label and make
sure thatitis comect. If there is an error or you
talk to someone who is having a membership
problem, please call Stan and Lani. I feel there
has been some confusion and unhappiness
over the years about something that could be
easily corrected.

The last subject that [ would like to
bring up is that of the editorship of the Norton
Notice. I know that it is early in the year but T
think it is time that someone out there in the
membership start planning on taking over the
position of Notice editor. 1 realize that Andy
stayed on for three years, but I really don’t
want to do that. I have become quite involved
with my music (a Dixieland band with John
Bria) which takes much of my time. Two years
is enough to do a job that takes many, many
hours per month to get each issue out on time.
If the job only involved gathering material sent
to im and then just editing and publishing it,
then the position would be much easier. But,
this is not the case. Each month it becomes
more and more difficult to put together 20
interesting pages. I would like to get out and
ride my bikes like the rest of you but quite
often | need to stay home Lo work on the
Notice. So, T need to find someone fo take over
this position for next year. 1I'm starting to
discuss this quite early because it takes quite a
lot of time to learn how to publish the Notice.
1 started working with Andy almost 6 months
before he cut the cord and let me go it alone.,
We now have some very good software
(Pagemaker 5.0, Microsoft Works & Word 6.0
and GIF,PICT, & TIFF) which make the job
easier and certainly much more fun.

So,1nclosing, I wantall the members
lo start thinking of a suitable replacement for
my job. I will continue fo do all that I can to
help out the new editor but I think it will be
time for a change. It has been an exciting and
informative first year and [ hope the sanie will
be true this coming year. Let’s continue to
make this the best Norton Club in the
country, perhaps, in the world.
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Iildm' wnth Rich......

,...'6y'wai Abves

HOW DO THOSE THINGS GET
ON THE CEILING?

there and so stuffed when they left,

they didn’teven notice! But, let me
startatthe beginning. JohnBria, Alan Mueller,
and I thought we had better take advantage of
the last day of the year sunshine in the East
Bay. We met at a Shell station / restaurant /
miscellaneous type store that is temporarily
missing the Shell station part, just north of
Highway 580 on Vasco Road by Livermore.
After perusing the map we thought we’d hitthe
turns on Morgan Territory Road and then head
for the fog and cold of Delta Country. I
promised them both they had never had a lunch
like they would have at Al the Wops in Locke.
Locke?? Neither had heard of it.

Iled the group west on Highway 580
then north on Livermore Avenue. This bends
left and becomes Highland Road. We turned
rightatthe firstopportunity, Morgan Territory
Road, and pulled over. John had been acting
particularly twisted this moming so we thought
he better lead us through the convolutions
ahead. This is areal nice stretch of highway —
3/4 101 1/2 lanes wide, twisty, a litfle bumpy
in places, blind narrow curves, an occasional
thrill from oncoming vehicles, minor mud
slides, truly a road from the early century.
John was happy. We stopped at Marsh Creek
Road and confirmed that everyone wanted to
brave the cold fog and proceed to the Delta. On
my nde to meet the others it got down to 42
degrees in moderate fog. I expected more of
the same.

East on Marsh Creek Road, North
on Deer Valley Road, east on Lone Tree Way
in Antioch, north on Hillerest Avenue, and
easton Highway 4, across the Antioch Bridge,
thatsuckeris really high(!) — off we wentinto
the fog on Highway 160. Surprise! There was
thin fog and sunshine as we meandered along
the Sacramento River. The river and it's

J ohn and Alan were so cold when they got

environs were spectacular with sunbeams
shining down between the wisps of fog hang’n
‘round, and the tendrils of mist rising from the
river. This was really pleasant! [ know the
Delta very well from the water from many
years boating in the area. It's a very different
perspective from the land. Setting a north-cast
compass course, we soon passed through
Isleton and Walnut Grove, arriving at Locke.
You have to watch closely. Locke is only
about one mile north of Walnut Grove and
tooks mostly like a row of dilapidated buildings
on the right side of the levee. Yep, that's it.
Miss the first turnoff? That's O.K it's one
way anyway. Turn right at the second, then
anotherright, and half way down the street on
the left, is Al's.

Now, John and Alan were so cold
when they walked in they couldn’t even think
“ceiling”. They couldn’t even look up! All
they did was stand there, shake, and beg for
food. Ifeltjust terrible, toasty and warm, inthe
new Aerostitch one piece my kind, loving, and
generous wife gave me for Christmas. The
menu consists of three items, the most popular
being the New Y ork Steak - served, if you can
believe, with buttered grilled french buns, over
which you then spread peanut butter, over
which you then spread jam. A low calorie
delight that is not to be believed. Even John,
whoIam toldis partial to watercress and bran,
had several. After a brew, moo, or two, we
headed back.

If you're riding in this area, and
Morgan Termritory Road, Mount Diablo, and
the Delta are three good reasons why you
might want todo so, a few of the places thatare
fun to visit are Al's, of course, and Justi’s
whichis another Delta Dive justeastof Walnut
Grove on Highway J11 by the Mokelomne
River. Markwill pour youacold one. Highway
160is alsoa great way to get to the Sacramento
Jazz Festival which is held Memorial Day
Weckend. If you're in the town of Clayton,
there is a British Puband Ed’s Mudville Sports
Bar and Grill next to each other on the main
drag. Johnand Alan, you're just going to have
to go back, maybe a little warmer next time,
and find out about the ceiling.

L e



10 The Newsletter of the Norton Owners Club
e

Name That Bike !

These pictures were taken last year in England at the
International NOC rally.
How many can you name? Write the names down and send them to the
editor...there might be a prize awarded.
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This article is the third in a series of technical articles. This information is taken from the
“Technical Digest, the First Five Years” compiled and edited by Jim Balliro. If these articles are
informative and you would like them to continue, please let me know....editor.

SECTION A
{Continued)

17. Cylinder Head Tightening Sequence

torque settings 3/8™ 30 ft.-Lbs, (3.68 kg/m)#1 to 8
5/167: 18-20 ft-Lbs, (2.75 kg/m) #9 and 10

SECTION B 5

&

LOWER END AND PISTONS
1. Piston Modification

From S/N 146584-147176 and 147259 on, spring expander oil control rings were fitted
to a piston with a slightly modified body, mixing of components is not possible.

“Qld” P/N “pew” P/N
Piston L/H... ....061185 062459
Piston R/H... ....061186 062462
Ring.....cccoooevmiiriene e . 061180 062461

2. Interimm Combat Pistons

A. From 8/N 200976 to 204166 an interim solid skirt piston was used with deeper valve
cutaways. These pistons are interchangeable in pairs only with all previous pistons. They are
identified by the P/N 063338/9 std.

B. There are three basic types of pistons that have been fit in Commandos over the years
(see diagram). The earliest type had a slot that began below and ran up to and beneath the oil ring
for nearly the full width of the skirl. Piston failure with these is a certainty - cracks begin at the
end of each slot and extend downward until the end of the piston skirt is reached, at which time
the oil ring and the piston skirt become free agents inside the engine. The second type is similar
to the early variety in having those angling slots up into the oil ring. These sometimes came apart
in the same manner as the early pistons, but there are many sets that did not, they are a “maybe”
sort of piston. These were fit through 1972. The latest and last piston design eliminated the slots
altogether and replaced them with a series of holes under the oil ring. These work quite well. It
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should be noted that afl three types of pistons are still in circulation and a visual check is the only
positive way of identifying which variety you are buying,

3. Crankshaft Assembly Change

From S/N 212278, the bolts, nuts and nut retaining plate securing the flywheel to the
crank were changed to studs, nuts, and dowel retaining plates. The factory advised using loctite
machinery adhesive when fitting nuts to studs with a torque setting of 25 ft.-Lbs.

4. Con Rod Big End Shell Bearing Cross-reference

BN Size PIN replaced
064285 std. NM25364
064286 +0.0101 NM25409
NM25165
064287 +03.020 NM25410
NM25166
064288 +0.030 NM25167
NM2541
064289 +(.040 NM25412
NM25168

5. Faulty Engine Stud Nuts - Rear Crankcase to Engine Cradle

For a brief period just prior 1o September 1971, the factory used engine stud nuts with
a narrow facing. They didn’t even acquire a P/N before discovering they tended to back off. If
you have these nuts on your bike, they should be replaced with bolts and locknuts from 859 models.

6. Atlas vs. Commando Timing Covers and Timing Cover Gaskets

The Commando timing cover added an oil return to the oil pump and the oil pressure
relief valve. Consequently, using an Atlas timing cover on a Commando uncovers this oilway,
causing loss of oil pressure and severe engine damage. Of course only Commando timing cover
gaskets P/N 060719 (chain driven points) and 061092 (cam driven points) incorporate this change.
Also, Pre-Commando gaskets are thinner. Thus, when using an 06 gasket on an Atlas oran earlier
model a 0.010” shim may be required under the oil pump compression seal to provide adequate
sealing.

7. Camshaft Oil Seal Guide

Do not attempt to refit a Commando timing cover without a tool P/N 061359, This cone
shaped seal guide allows the camshaft oil seal to slide overit onto the camshaft. It is then removed
with a screwdriver.

This section will be continued in next month's issue....editor
m
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PURPLE HAZE

“FREAK AND DEAD-EYE”
PARTIII

In the last installment of this story Freak
and the author had taken a new friend out
Joranight of riding and adventure(?). As
they were returning to Campus things got
a little exciting.

— — When we asked Paul whathe wanted
ustodo, call the cops or call an ambulance,
he started singing a Bob Dylan song, “The
Times They Are A Changing”. Ilooked at
Freak and said, “This guyisoutofit. Let’s
get the bike out of the ditch before the
water completely ruins the engine, and
then decide what to donext.” Weclimbed
down into the ditch again, then we heard
the sirens.

We scrambled out of the ditch
and once again asked Paul what he wanted
us to do. Same response, “The Times
They Are A Changing”. Tlooked at Freak
and asked, “What the hell are we going to
do now? Paul’s drunk and his new bike is
wrecked. We're trespassing, destroying
private property, and obviously disturbing
the peace!” Freak’s response was classic,
“@#%* man, atleast the SOB ain’t dead!”

I yelled back, “Oh yeah, if we all
get thrown in @#1$%* jail, we may as
well be dead! Now let’s figure out what
we’re going to tell the cops!” Somehow,
in my half drunken state I came up with a
plan. Iran over to Paul and yelled in his
face, “Paul, no matter what anyone says,
tell them you were lost, your head light
blew out, and that’s all you remember!
Do youunderstand me?” Same response,
“TheTimes They Are A Changing.” Then
I grabbed a tree branch and broke the
Harley’s head light. Twice more I tried to
rehearse our story with Paul, but all T got
out of him was that Dylan song.

The ambulance got there first.

When I saw its back doors open I breathed
asigh of relief. Lots of college kids rode
those “Meat Wagons” for spending
money. George, one of my old roomimates,
was in this one. He looked at me and
grinned, “Rough night, huh?”

I just grabbed his arm and
explained, “George, I got a friend over
there that’s had a few to many, wrecked
his bike, and been knocked silly. Weneed
you to help keep him away from the local
‘Keystone Cops’ when they arrive, or
Freak and I will be going to jail with him.”

George was cool. He grabbed a
resuscitator and slapped it over Paul’s
face. Then he taped it down and turned on
the air. Next, they quickly put Paul on a
stretcher and loaded him into the
ambulance, just as the cops drove up. The
cops started asking amillion questions, as
soon as they arrived. George told them
that Paul had a concussion and couldn’t
remember what happened. We told them
that Paul’s head light blew out and he ran
off the road in the dark. They finally let
the ambulance leave and twenty minutes
later, they let us leave.

Luckily, they didn’t give
breathalyzer or blood tests to suspected
drunks, twenty years ago. We dodged
thatbullet. Unfortunately, Paul’s Sportster
was totaled. His parents neverlet him buy
another bike. When he was released from
the hospital, the next day, Freak and 1
went over to his dorm to see him. Sitting
upinbed, he was real sore, unhappy about
his Harley, and his right eye was beet red
with broken blood vessels. Freak took
one look at him and yelled out his new
nickname................. "DEAD-EYE!N!"

THE END
by Leo Sowers

Thanks so much for these articles Leo, |
hope you continue to contribute your
wonderful  stories in  coming
months....editor
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“Whistles and Whitetails”, Randall P.
Schwalbach, DEER AND DEER HUNTING,
Nov., 1989.....edited by Lou Caputo

Part Three
(The Conclusion from Last Month)

“As expected, the number of car-deer
collisions relates directly to the overall
intensity of deer movement. Mid-Spring

because hunting disturbance caused
greater deer movements.

Meanwhile, as deer remain
primarily nocturnal at all seasons, night-
time driving increases the chance of hitting
a deer. Pils and Martin noted that most
deer collisions occur at sunset.

In addition to seasonal peaks in
deer movements across roads, deer cross
some sections of road more frequently

and mid-Fall (during/
the rut) require special| -
attention. In mid-|
Spring, deer cross |
roadsfrequentlyas they|
try to graze on new|..
herbaceous vegetation.| -

In northern|
states, the salt-drive} -
phenomenon  alsof
causes deer to frequent|
roadsides as they search] -
for residue from winter|
road-salting
operations. ;
According tof:
research in Michigan|
and Wisconsin, the|

“\than others . . . .Motorists
who do not honor [Deer
.+ (Crossing] signs (by slowing
- (down)orwho simply donot
" motice these signs at all
further increase their
Ichances of hitting a deer.
[paraphrasing the
“summary]: If use of deer
whistles results inincreased
lawareness of deer dangers,
then a motorist’s chances of
hitting a deer may be
reduced. On the other hand,
use of deer whistles may

ive him a false sense of
security.

END

rutting season in fall, —
with it’s [sic] and increased deer
movement represents a Uime of peak
hazard. Atthis time deer are often oblivious
to outside happenings as they pursue
breeding activities. Through achronology
of 1,151 such collisions from 1976-78 in
Columbia County, Wisconsin, Pils and
Martin (1979)identified November as the
peak month for car-deer collisions. . . .
They also noted a surge late in November,
which they attributed to the hunting scason
[and theorized that it was] probably

Bob DiMascio Carol DiMascio
BIRIGINGHIORIERR
CUSTOM SCREEN
PRINTING

"T" Shirts, Golf Shirts, Sweat Shirts
Jackets and Caps

39120 Argonaut Way #287, Fremont, CA. 94538
(510)623-9777
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NOC Member Profile
by John Covell

Name: Patrick McDowell

Age: 53
City Resident: San Francisco

Marital: Married, one daughter (Molly,
13)

Occupation: Autotransfusionist
NOC Member since: about 1980

How first became involved with NOC:
“Mayakept leaving notes on my bike. No
matter where I’d park it around town, I'd
come back and find a note from this
woman...an intimate, exotic experience.”

Club offices held (years): “Nonc—my
on-call work makes it difficult to attend
reliably.”

Norton(s) owned, described: 1974
Commando830. HadaP-11 (or something
like it) when growing up in the *50s.

Other makes of motorcycle: None at
present. Past: Greeves, Triumphs, an
Indian.

What first interested you in the Norton?
Its appearance and its power — trie power.

Other hobbies/interests of note? Sailing

Favorite motorcycling road/ride: “From
Mt. Tamalpais to Bodega Bay, along any
of various routes. The concrete & tar-strip
roads are the best.”

If you could redesign the Norton, what
one thing would youmostwantto change?
How and why? The electrical system.
“Every problem I've had on the Norton
has involved the electrical system.”

Favorite/most embarrassing episode ona
Norton? “Favorite was coming over a
mountain pass in Oregon, with a hill on
one side and a lake on the other, a bear
burst out of the bushes along the side of
the road and raced me for about a hundred
yards.

“Most embarrassing was on ahot day
at Altamont, at the racetrack, in front of a
whole crowd of spectators it took me 14
kicks to get the Norton started.”

———
‘“{M
&

Norton
Triumph

Parts Service
Carburetor & Electrical Specialists

Dennis Magri
1220 Pennsyvania at Army St.
San Francisco, CA 94107
(415) 285-6735
Tues - Fri: 10:30-6:00, Sat: 10:30 - 4:00

We ride our Nortons everywhere

and So Shouid You!!

e
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Classified
Advertisements

Editors note: All adds will run for 3
months. Please notify the editor if your
itemn has been sold. Your add will
automatically be removed after 3 months
if T haven’t heard differently. Note the
expiration date at the end of each ad.

FOR SALE: 1582 Suzuki GS550L, good,
clean, reliable transportation. $1,100 or B.O./
Call Alan at (415)591-5444 evenings.

FOR SALE: 850 MK2A, head, engine cases,
crank, pistons; 750 head, good threads, broken
fins; 850 MKIII engine cradle; 2 frontisolastics,
clutch basket and primary chain, brake caliper;
one filter setup; early Dunstall exhaust system;
early twin ttiming cover..also ‘69 fastback, not
running, all there, green, $2500...call Dennis at
(510)525-1164 (Berkeley) (12/94)
WANTED: After a small mishap, [ need a new
speedo and bracket for a “74 Commando, alsoa
sissy bar (rusty ok), rim (would love alloy), and
misc. hot parts (racing brake, fork brace, Boyer,
single carb..) Contact Chris Wilcox @ (916)448-
2182 (or E-mail..cvwilcox@ucdavis.edu)..(3/
95)

FOR SALE: 1972 Combat Roadster, 10K on
rebuill Eng-Trans, Black/gold, Clean-strongand
FAST!H! $2,300.. cal Jerry (415)578-8584. (3/
95)

FORSALE: 73 Norton Dunstall Commando,
$5000; 191 Ducati 851, 5K miles, extras, $8,800;

Featherbed frame, Atlas, rolls, $350; Norton
Interstate tank, seat, side covers, $350; Dunstall
tank, seat (Commando) $350; SS/HIrider tank,
side covers, fresh red, $500; Drouin
Supercharger, $950; Bultaco 250, El Tigre
(dead) $300; call Tom Terry (408)446-2736
12/94

FOR SALE: “74 850 John Player Special, less
than 10,000 original miles, $8,500 or B/O; call
Ken Armann at (408)371-6786
FOR SALE: Commando 750 Roadster, ‘86
AFM Twins State Champ. 38mm Marzocchi
front end, 36mm Amal MK 1I's, belt drive,
oversize in and ex valves, ported, DID, 22.50
front and 3.00 rear nms X 18, Grimeca brakes,
Kosman rotors, QD rear sprockets and gearing,
complete spare lower end + spaers, too much
tolist. $6000. The price has now been reduced
1o $45001! Call Lee Steinmetz, day (S10)845-
2, eves (510)548-6019 (12/94)
FOR SALE: “Sorry Children, Daddy has to
sell you for medical experiments” - 1975
Norton MKIII Roadster, 6000 original miles,
stock RED & gorgeous, Lucas RITA, Hi-
Output alternator,single AMAL, better brakes,
re-inforced oil-tank and chain guard by Dennis
E., Sleeved tachand many spares... $40001akes
all; call Nathanevesat{510)843-8612, (1/95)
FOR SALE: 1968 Commando Fastback,
excellentcondition, 2nd owner, very low serial
number 126178 - the 54th Commando off the
Production line!! $2,800. Call Howard at
(408)298-6850
FOR SALE: 1972 BMW R75/5 with 6-gal
tank, small fairing, Krauser bags, new battery
and rear tire. Has reverse cone (Norton)
mufflersand A mal concentrics, runs and sounds
great $1600 or trade. Make me anoffer.. Alan
Goldwater (408)475-7505 (3/95)
FOR SALE: 1963 Ford Falcon Sprint, Last
year for the "round" body style, 1st yearfor V8
power..302cu.in., C-4auto trans., $35000.._call
Woody at (408)378-3035 (3/95)
WANTED: WM2 X 1940 hole Borrani rim
drilled forfull width hub. Call Rick at (W)408-
894-5220 or (1)415-969-8917 (9/94)
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Norlop) TrurMry

DDUICATTT CAGIVA
MOTO GUZZI

MUNROE MOTORS, INC.

MOTORCYCLE
_ SALES - BERVICE - PARTS

SINCE 1958

Munme has thres mechanics who are limiiar with Nortons and
have bewr for 2 rumber of years. W can replacs exhausi pars
wilh the Ibed oy 3¢ bilie and don know of anyans sise who
can. The job locks Bur original tactory. Call for 2 quols on shap
prices. We aiso have a good Norton parts supply.

L b

412 VALENCIA STRE
SAN FRANCISCO 94103
PHONE (415) 626-3496

Prince of Wales
Pub
"The Traditonal Peninsula
Meeting Place

forthe
Norton Owner's Club"

* 65 Beers - 11 Drafts
* Authentic Fish and Chips
*Bangers
*Seven Dartboards
*Quarter Foosball

106 B, 250 Awenne
Sam Flateo

(415) 574-9723

o

Norlon

FAIR SPARES AMERICA,
INC.
Norton Specialists
PHIL RADFORD
(408) 292-6563
Fax No.: (408) 292-8514
P.O. Box 8224, San Jose, Ca. 95155
Send first class postage for curent lists
VISA/ MASTERCARD ACCEPTED
Full Range of Stainless Items

NORVIL Productiok Parts

Exclusively British 1938 on
AJ8. e, Nosten,
ria’t chilies's

o
R'oya'l E&I}ﬂﬁdk;g WUW{}
Pelovelt clcRUiA v en L) ?

THE shop for classic and antigue
British Bikes
"Best Bike Shop” by the
San fFrancisce Bay Seuaidfan

(510) 834-6335
Business Hours: FAX (510) 834-6337
Tue.-Fri- 10-6 1714 16th Street
Sat-10-4  Oakland, CA. 94607
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British Motorcycle Parts
New and Used

Bob Raber

(408) 998-4495
FAX (408) 998-0642

1615 Almaden Road
San Jose, CA 95125
HOURS: TUE-FR!I 9-6, SAT 8-5

International
Motorcycle

X-change

Vetter leathers-Held Gloves-
Carnac Boots-Used Cycles

The largest selection of
books and magazines in the
bay area, as well as parts
and accesories for all makes

John and Debbie Sullivan
25392 Mission Blwd. Hayward, CA. 94544
(510)537-9050

K.en Armann

British
Motorcycle
Restoration and Repair

Norfon) TriUMPH
/L7

all: DRI-NRTN 851 McGlincey La.
(408) 371-6786 Campbell, Ca.
95008

CUSTOM COLOR ROCEER @200
FIEED LIVES .
Yellow, Red, Black, Blue, Green

made with lines stronger than the

Factory Originals......
Made on your hittings for
325.99¢

Jim Carton

Motorcycle Mechanic

fune-up and Maintainancd

Instruction

1749 137th Ave.

San Leandro, CA. 94578 (510)483-2045




