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2 The Newsletter of the Norton Owners Club

is published by the Northern California Norton

Owners Club. lts purpose is to inform and
entertain members regarding all aspects of the
Norton motorcycle, including history, technical
advice, and presarvation of the marquee.

The NORTON NOTICE is a reflection of the
readership, who are encouraged to submit ant
article, technical tip, photograph (original or
otherwise) as long as it is in good taste, so that
other Norton enthusiasts may enjoy it. (Good
taste is somewhat optional, but hey-this is a
group of bikers we're talking abouthere....that's
why we have an editor.)

The deadline for items to be submitted for
publication is the 20th of each month.. The
NORTON NOTICE welcomes contributions
submitted electronically. Material in any format
placed on a 3.5" floppy disc can be read by the
editor's P.C.. You may also send articles
directly to the editor via E-mail can be sent
using INTERNET to dpcrader@thegrid.net.

Membership in the Northern California Norton
Owners Club is available for $20.00 per year.
Membership dues are payable to the Branch
Treasurer. See application formoninside cover.

Advertising rates are §608.88/year for
a 1/4 page ad!!

Renewal dues are payable at the end of the
individual's membership year, which is
designated by the last number listed on the
mailing label of the Norton Notice and the
membership card.

Al changes of address or questions
about membership or the Notice, call
thePresident.....not theNotice editor!!

The Northern California Norton Owners Club is
affiliated with both the Norton Owners Club of
England and the International Norton Owners
Association. Interested persons can join these
two organisations per the tarms described on
the Branch membership application form.

CLUB OFFICERS

PRESIDENT

Mike Sullivan

20 Bayview Ct

Millbrag, CA94030
(650)872-3336, Mikemill20 @ aol.com

VICE-PRES/TECHNICAL EDITOR
Alan Goldwater

1780 Chanticleer Ave,

Santa Cruz, CA 95062
magicsound@aol.com

NOTICE EDITOR

David Crader

83 Palm Dr., Brentwood, CA 94513
(925)513-3148, dpcrader@thegrid.net

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Alan Mueller

128 Windsor Ct.

San Carlos, C 070

A 94
650)591-5444/ fax (650)593-4850
orton2 @acl.com

RIDES COORDINATOR: Gar.Jorgenson
2241 B|sca§ Ct., Byron, CA 94574
F925)634-9_ 95"

osono @mindspring.com

WEBMASTER: Dana Muise
httP:f.’ru486.hypno.comf~nor‘[o_n
(415)536-1411 dana@ hypnovista.com

PUBLIC RELATIONS: John Covell

183 Alemany Blvd., San Francisco,
CA 94112 (415)334-1183; E-mail:
senator@well.sf.ca.us

HONORARY MEMBERS

Brian Slark
Jodi Nicholas
Bill Knight
Dick Slusher

NORTON NOTICE

BMPORTANT (Please note the following fine printThe
object of the Northern Celifornia Norior Owners Club is
to promote, encourage and develop motorcyele activities.
The Club's members are owners of Norton matareyeles
and they oftén submit for publication in the NORTON
NOTICE technicel tips pertaining te motorcyeles of the
Norton marque.  Technical tips so published have been
reviewed for technical content asre believed to be
bothh z_cce%tabl_e and workable, but no guarantee is made
or implied that they will work correctly nor is any lisbility
assumed by eitherthe Norton ers Cluborthemembers
forany Fmb]‘ems resulting from the use of these tips. The
Club “also assumes no tesponsibility for the acls or
ommissions. of its members in ‘connéction with Club

activiies. NORTON NOTICE articles or other materials

agr@ss}he_ author’s view only and not necessarily the
ofticial policy of the Norton Owners Club or its Northern
California branch. The editor reserves the night to accept
rejectoralteralteditonal and advertising material submute

Tor publication. - Advertising published does net imply

gdarsemeniioﬁ products, pooeds or services.  Now you:
oW SRR s
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M&Jfffcrai NOC events are shown %nggmngg
participating in these events,as follows:

You earn NORTON points only by

Riding a Norton: 6 points
Riding other bike: 4 points
Riding on 4 wheels: 2 points

Weekend events are tallied per day. Atthe end of each year the member with the highest point total

is awarded the Norton Cup and gets a free !ear membership.

Call Ride's Coordinator Gar Jorgenson (92

)634-9395 for details

DATE TIME EVENT MEET AT

Feb. 13 11AM Ferguson/ The Florence
Sweetheart

March 25 Clubman Show S.J. Fairgrounds

March 26 T.B.A. Day After Ride Road Rider/SJ

April (?) T.B.A. Rallye de Milani T.B.A.

April 23 Dawn Easter Ride T.B.A.

April 28-30 Anytime Sonoma Fest Sears Point

May 14 10AM Mother's Day/ Alice’s &
to Cameron’s Ride

May 26-29 Anytime Lake Cachuma Ride T.B.A.

June 10 10AM Santa Cruz Ride/Meet Alice’s

Junie 24 T.B.A. Fi. Sutter AMCA Dixon Fairgrounds

July 12-16 T.B.A. INOA National Rally  Torrey, Utah

August 11-13  Anytime Ken Armann Weekend Dardanelles

Sept. 17 T.B.A. Mt Hamilton Ride T.B.A.

Sept. 30 10AM Old Timer's Ride Alice’s

Oct. 15 T.B.A. Delta Ride T.B.A.

Nov. ? T.B.A. All British Ride T.B.A.

Nov. 19 T.B.A. Turkey Ride T.B.A.

Dec. 10 T.B.A. Xmas Party T.B.A.

Club Meetings
Febuary 10 Prince of Wales, San Mateo At this time, all nidee and

March 9
April 13
May 11
June 10
July 2
August 10
Sept. 14
October 12
Nov. 9
December

Harry's Hofbrau, Mountain View #€efings are wot cadt ln sfone.
Events and dates may

changel!

Prince of Wales, San Mateo
The Boat House, SF

Santa Cruz Ride/Meeting
Donkey Deli, San Juan Batista
Prince of Wales, San Mateo
Harry's Hofbrau, Mountain Vie
Prince of Wales, San Mateo
The Boat House, SF

No meeting

e e e B e e e e e s |
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President's Message. ... ... sy sutinan

Welcome to the New Millenium or
not as you see it. Lots to cover so here
goes.

The January meeting at the Boathouse at
Lake Merced was rather sparesly attended,
only 10 members showing up and only
one Norton being ridden. Many items
were discussed, the major one was the
National Rallyin July. [ handed out some
maps of the area around Torrey, Utah as
well as some maps of the area between
northern California and southern Utah.
On looking at the maps, most people
agreed that the best route was east across
Nevada on either Hwy 50 or the more
southerly Hwy 6. The Rally de Milani
was discussed, but no one had any info as
to when it would be. [ will try to find

out some data for the next issue. George
Shoblo told us the the Velocette Club i

going to be the host club for the Day After
Rideandthat theyintend toleave promptly
at 10:00am so don't be late getting there.

Jerry Grainger brought some inter-
esting memorabilia from when he first
joined the club in 1972. The club roster
had only about 12 members and was an
affiliate of the English Club at the time.
Hehad some issue ofthe 1972 Roadholder
Magazine in which there was a letter
about a Sunday Morning ride to Stinson
Beach when Jerry Kaplan tore his bike
down on Friday night and made the ride
Sunday morning. There was also a letter
from Harold Brum about an upcoming
rideto the AMA National 1/2 milerace at
San Jose on July 2, 1972,

I passed around atthe meeting a copy
of the flyer for the big motorcycle auction
in Las Vegas on Super Bowl weekend.
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This thing seems to be getting bigger every year. Listed as going up for
sale were a '57 Model 50, '49 Manx, 29 16H racer, '60 Manx and a '60 Domiracer
styled unit, but no Commandos. I guess they are all on the road being ridden.

The Polar Bear ride to Alice's took place as scheduled with 12 riders showing up. It
sprinkled while we were eating lunch, but with the south wind it was not too cold. Tom
Dabel brought along two flyers of interest. One was for the Ft. Sutter (Sacramento)
chapter of the Antique Motorcycle Club's annual meeting and swap meet. It is being
held over a three day period starting on June 24th and will be held at the Dixon
Fairgrounds. The other flyer was for the Cachuma Lake Rally to be held on May 26-
29 (Memorial Day weekend) at Live Oak Campground near Lake Cachuma, 18 miles
north of Santa Barbara on Hwy 154. For more details call toll frec 888-627-2559 or e-
mail jmulrean@home.com Iunderstand there were about 150 bikes there last year. It
seems this is beginning to be one ofthe more important rides/meets in California. With
the locatoin being about half way between L.A. and S.F., it should get good attendence
from both areas.

One last item. Jerry Grainger has served notice that he is out to get the Norton Cup this
year. Atthistime he is in the lead with 12 points and Keith Karns is close behind with
10. Are there any other members willing to challenge these two?

Nextmonth's meeting will beat the Prince of Wales on Thursday Feb 13. The bench
racing will begin as soon as the second rider shows up and the formal (?) meeting will
start at 8:00pm.

e
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Riders' Rides

In the accompanying photo you will find our new editor of the Norton Notice, David
Crader, posed in his Brentwood backyard with his red, 1972 Norton Commando
Roadster. David was a club member in the early 1980s and returned to the club in 1998
after purchasing what he refers to as his "Phil Radford" basket case. Purchased as a
restoration project, David let it languish for about six months until he moved from San
Jose to Brentwood. Six months of diligent effort followed and the Commando was back
on the road in time for the 1999 riding season.

David reports that the bike is a Combat with "all the service bulletin mods to the
engine". The engine is fed by sleeved twin Amals and fired by a Boyer Digital ignition
system. The rear swing arm has been staked in three locations to prevent the slop that
sometimes turns up in the bushings of older bikes and the engine breather has been
rerouted as in the later model Mark I1ls.

Cosmetically, the bike is a real winner. Most of the chrome has been redone and
it has polished stainless steel spokes front and rear. Its intensely red finish is the
original fiberglass gel coat, lovingly restored and highly polished by David.

David says that this bike is considerably more reliable than his first '72 Combat
which he purchased new in 1972. That one displayed all of the problems the '72
Combats were known for and didn't stay in David's stable for long. His latest project
is the restoration of a 1961 ES2, which is currently in pieces in his garage. Hopefully,
in the near futrue, David will get his picture published again with the '61.

Gar Jorgenson
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February Ride
Annual Duncan Ferguson Memorial/Sweetheart Ride
Feb 13 - 11:00am

The Ferguson/Sweetheart Ride this year will again be lead by Jerry Jolliff. Jerry
reports that the ride will start at "The Florence" (37349 Niles Blvd - PH:510 792-5522)
in the old Niles District of Fremont. Plan to meet around 10:30am with the actual ride
starting at 11:00am. Jerry has plans to take us through Niles Canyon and then through
the hills surrounding Livermore. We will be stopping for lunch again this year at
Livermore's "U.K. Cafe" at the corner of "J" and Second Streets. The U.K. Cafe
specializes in British food and has a variety of British beers. After Lunch, Jerry will lead
the riders back to Fremont. Jerry said he plans on a fairly short ride and that we should
bereturning to Fremont around 3:00pm. Ifyou have questions or need directionsto The
Florence, give Jerryacall at(510) 793-7747, or you can call the Rides Coordinator (me!)
at (925) 634-9395. See you at The Florence.

Gar Jorgenson

March Ride

This year's "Morning After the Clubman Show" ride is going to be hosted by the
Velocette Owners Club and, as usual, meets at Road Rider (2897 Monterey Highway)
in San Jose. The ride will be lead by John Ray and will depart promptly at 10:00am.
This year there is going to be a sign-in sheet so be sure to arrive enough before 10:00am
to have time to get registered. If you have any questions, you may contact John Ray
at (408)353-4852.

.
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NOC Member Profile
Name: Don Goforth
Age: 61
City Resident: Fremont
Marital: married

Occupation: machinist (self-em-
ployed)

NOC Member since: 1999

How first became involved with NOC:
Bought a Norton in 1974, had a 1981
application form from the club and
finally turned it in this year.

Club offices held (years): None yet,

Norton(s) owned, described: 1974
Commando Roadster

Other makes of motorcycle: None

What first interested you in the

Norton? “My partner bought a Harley.

One of the magazines had an article on
superbikes, featuring the Norton. |
bought one in a crate.”

Other hobhies/interests of note?
amateur photography

Favorite motorcycling road/ride: La
Honda Road (Hwy 84)

If you could redesign the Norton,
what one thing would you most want
to change? How and why? Seat
height-drop it a couple of inches.

Favorite/most embarrassing episode
on a Norton: Anytime the thing stalls
in traffic!

Don's e-mail: tmsgoforth@aol.com

John Covell
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Editors line

Well, I did it. Volunteered for a rather
long term position with the club. The
inducement was to attempt to add little
fun into these pages and have some fun of
my own doing it.

Regressing back to my introduction
to the NCNOC, I took a ride one Sunday
on the '73 750 Commando I finally got
running well enough to trust. Going to
thetop of Hwy 9 above Saratoga, I stopped
at the parking lot at the crossing of Hwy
35 (Skyline). Ina fewminutes I heard the
lowrumble of several non-Japanese bikes
coming from the direction of Alice's.
Then came the hoard. I recall about a
dozen Nortons coming right toward me.
Afier they parked close to me, a girl
wearing a black lycra riding suit got off
her fastback, ran up tomeand handed me
a business card. It had the NOC logo and
thenames ofthe club president and mem-
bership secretary. The girl invited me to
the next club meeting.

I didn'teven knowthere was a Norton
club. The idea of a group of people to
share in my torture and education of how
to keep this black tempermental bike
running could only be good news. I
Jjoined during the first meeting I attended
and becamea club fanatic for the next five
years, well at least four. I remember not
being able to wait for the monthly club
rides and even the club meetings. Unfor-
tunately for the older members, I think I
was a little too talkative. Just couldn't get
enough of hanging out with all these
people with the same disease.

I call brit-bike-itis a disease because
I know better than to get involved, but
can'thelpit. Aftera 12 year period where
I went from Norton to BMW and several
others, finally tonobike at all, I returned.
I wanted to have another restoration
project and couldn't think of a better
subject than a Commando. You can
follow that is Gar's article on page 6. No
the combat wasn't my first choice. Really
wanted a '74 850, but Phil had this very
complete '72 Combat and that was my
first Norton, so there it is.

You probably won't see me on all thé
club rides or meetings. I'm living in
Brentwood now. That doesn't change my
enthusiam for the NCNOC or Nortons. 1
hopeall ofus can express that enthusiasm
in this publication. It's about and for all
of you and our common affliction.

David Crader
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Classified
Advertisements

Editors note: We actively encourage non-
Club members to post ads to sell Norton
motorcycles, Norton parts and Norton-
specific services. Ads will also be posted on
our new web site, at http:/irud486.hypno.com/
~norton. AH ads will runs for 3 months.
Please notify the editor if your item has been
sold. Your ad will automatically be removed
after 3 months i | haven't heard differently.
Note the expiration date at the end of each ad.

FOR SALE:

Mark [II Roadster...recently rebuilt,
Mechanically impeccable, looks great.
Tank and sidecovers beautifully painted,
frame powder coated. Rita ignition,
sleeved Amals, quartz halogen head-
light. Includes: optional chrome grab
bar rack, sprocket puller, exhaust wrench,
shopmanualand partsbookand more.....
$4K or OBO!! Call Ron at (510)653-
7760 or e-mail: rfielder@sprynet.com
(03/00)

FOR SALE:
Commando Basket Case!! Mid-seven-
ties?. All parts present and clean, Have
all papers. Make an offer!! Call Steve
Barchi in Boulder Creek (831)338-
9150. (3/00)

For Sale

1972 Norton Commando! Exceptional,
original condition. Serious inquiries only!
8500 original miles. Startsright up, very
oil tight. $4500 OBO!! Call John
Edwards, Moss Beach, CA (650)728-
2470 home or (510)494-2420 work. (03/
00)

For Sale

Commando! Comp restoration by British
USA of Houston, TX in 1995, 190 miles
on restoration. Corbin seat and original
seat. Bike is in Grandma's garage in
Oklahoma. Mike Semrad (405)368-
7451 or (405)853-6095. (03/00)

For Sale

1973 850 Commando Roadster. $35001!
Call Steve Barchi in Boulder Creek
(831)338-9150. (03/00)

For Sale

1972 Commando. 6500
original miles! Never down..no dents in
tank. Any offer around $4K considered.
Call Philippe (310)403-1970 or
(310)452-8629. (03/00)

One owner.
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For Sale

'73 Norton Interstate Commando, 750cc,
blue and silver..less than 6000 miles. I
bought it in England and toured Europe
with it before shipping it back to the
States. Excellent condition. It has a 6
gallon fiberglass tank and saddlebags.
My wifeneedsa car, so Imustsell! $5500
Call (505)292-8676. (03/00)

‘Wanted

Need Mk I11 850 engine. Doesn't have to
be perfect. Call Ken Armann at
(408)379-4300. (03/00)

Wanted

Featherbed twin street bike, Atlas fenders
and chain guard, seat for a '66 Triumph
stock or after market. Call Tetty
(916)727-2673. (03/00)

1950 Model 7 Dominator

“Norton 500T
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Restorer's Column

I'd like to start another new section to the
Norton Notice that is a source of informa-
tion for people looking for the various
requirements of putting a Norton back on
the road. I've been involved in a few of
these basket cases and can offer some of
the following resources. Any of you old
"collectors" that would like toreveal your
sources and secrets, please send me a line
and I'll include it here.

Bob Belle in Saskatchuan has started a
new Model 7 club. Thisisthe 500cctwin
from 1949 to 1955.

Website: http://

www3.sk.sympatico.ca.bellle/index.htm

Spectrum Powder Coating in Redwood
City for frame coating restoration.
They're at 650 367-4940,

Ken Puccio Welding in San Jose for
frame straightening and welding.

British Tools & Fasteners in LosOsos, Ca
for british thread taps and die as well as
stainless fasteners, helicoils...etc.
phone: 800 587-0475

For Norton related items including the
occasional bike try www.ebay.com and
search under "Norton motorcycle”, Right
nowthere'sa guy in SLO with a'47 Model
18 restoration project (min bid is $2200)
with zero bids as of today.
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YEAR 2000 GALENDARS

Available at NCNOC Meefings
: or
Call Alan Mueller at 650-591-5444
$12 for members/$16 for non-members

13
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Genuine Norton parts means

FAIR SPARES AMERICA, INC.
NORTON TWINS SPECIALIST

“Norlon)

Phil Radford
(408) 292-6563
Fax: (408) 292-8514
P.0. Box 8224
San Jose, CA. 95155
Send first class sfamp for cument hists

= Full range of stainless
parts and fasieners
« Nomvil Production Racer parts
* Visa - Mastercard - Amex accepied

. J

-

The
Prince of Wales
Pub

The Perninsula meeting
place for the Norton
Owners Cilub

65 Beers - 11 Drafts
Authentic fish and chips
Bangers
Seven Dartboards
Quarter Foosball

106 E. 25th Avenue
San Mateo, CA.
(650) 574-9723
\ J

/ ™
Williams Welding

SHOP AND MOBILE
Braze to heliarc, we weld anything!

Will work with aluminum,
stainless steel, cast-iron, and
morel Also we do rust repairs,
fabrication and painting. Want
to do it yourself? Rent my
spray booth.

Open 9a.m. to 5p.m. weekdays
2056 Clement St.
Alemeda, Ca 94501
Kim Wiltiams (510) 521-5514
Cel: 541-8012 Fax 521-5295

e S
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classic motorceycle resouree

Period accessories for the
classically-and retro minded
enthusiast. Men's and women's
leather boots, helmets and more. Ten
percent discount to NOC members.

DAViIDA

212 Ritch St.
San Francisco, CA. 94107
(415)284-9514 Fax: (415)284-9515
wwwdarwinmotors.cor

\_ email: darwin@sirus.com J

“
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Norton Gommandes Only

sRestoration

*Repair

 Tune-up
*Maintenance

«23 Years Experience
«Factory Trained

“Norlon)

Call for quotes

Jim Carton
(510) 483-2045

.
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MUNROE MOTORS, INC.N\

MOTORCYCLE SALES » SERVICE ¢ PARTS

SINCE 1958

Monroes three mechanlcs have been
familiar with Nortons for a number of
years. Wa can replace exhaust port
threads with the head on the bike -~ we
don't know of anyone else who con. The-
job looks like original factory. Call for shop
prices. We also have a good supply of
Morton parts,

“Norfon)
T DE

412 Valencla St.
San Francisco, Ca. 94103

e Rt

1984 Stone Ave., San Jose
(408) 9984495
Fax (408) 998-0642

Bob Mike Rick George
Large stock of Amal, Lucas, Dunlop,
Avon and Renold parts. If we don't
have it, we can get it. If we can't get
it they don't make it!

Expert repairs: Crank grinding,
cylinder bores, hard seats, balancing
and more!

Open 9a.m. to 6p.m.
Tuesday — Friday
8a.m. to 5p.m, Saturdays

(415) 626-3496

\_ J

S
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Motorcycles

NORTON e TRIUMPH e BSA
ARTS AND SERVICE

(415) 285-6735
1220 PENNSYVANIA AVE.
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94107

VISA ¢« MASTERCARD

.




