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Motorsports Legend Joe Leonard at the NCNOC  

Holiday Party   
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NORTON NOTICE 
Published by the Northern California Nor-
ton Owners Club. Its purpose is to inform 
and entertain the club members. The Nor-
ton Notice is a reflection of the readership 
who are encouraged to submit articles, 
technical tips, photograph (original or oth-
erwise) so that other Norton enthusiasts 
may enjoy it. The deadline for items to be 
submitted for publication is the 18th of the 
month preceding the issue. The Norton 
Notice prefers contributions submitted 
electronically. Articles and high-resolution 

MEMBERSHIP 
The Northern California Norton Owners 
Club is open to all Norton motorcycle enthu-
siasts. Membership and renewals can be 
paid for , to the Club via our web site and is 
available for $25 per year. Membership of-
fers a wide range of benefits including the 
mailed Norton Notice, and website, yahoo 
group, Social activities, Tech sessions and 
Monthly rides.  

2008 CLUB BOARD and Members 
in Service 

 
President 

• Harry Bunting 
• 2856 Hemlock Ave.  San Jose, 

CA 95128 
• 408.615.1234 
• HarryB2378@aol.com 
Vice President 

• Dave Crader 925.513.3148 

• dpcrader@comcast.net 
Secretary  

• Donna Morrison 415.771.6166 
• morrison.donna@sbcglobal.net 
Treasurer/Membership  

• Elizabeth Recoder 510.222.7771 
• ibsrecoder@aol.com 
Rides Coordinator  

• Kieth Karn 510.482.8218  
• unclehomes@yahoo.com 
 

Members in Service 
WebMaster  

• Ian Reddy 408.218.1087 
• Ian_reddy@sbcglobal.net 
Regalia Manager  

• Liz Sain-Dabel 408.272.0369 
• lizsain@yahoo.com 
Norton Notice Editor 

• Lorin Guy 408.242.1976 
• loringuy@yahoo.com 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT The 
NCNOC gratefully acknowledges the 
work of Fred Fortune     
(Fortune2.com)  for the designs 
used in this journal and on the club 
web site. Website program is thanks 
to Ian Reddy.  
See us at www.nortonclub.com  
and join our Yahoo group for in-
formation and club activities at 
NorCalNOC@yahoogroups.com 

Advertising  
Ads are $100.00 per 1/4 page for the 
year. Contact the Editor for information 
and pricing on lager ads.  

 
AFFILIATIONS    
The NCNOC  is affiliated with both the 
Norton Owner’s Club of England (NOC) 
and the InternationtionalNortonOwners 
Association (INOA) 
Honorary Members ,Brian Slark, Dick 
Slusher, Jodi Nickolas 
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Membership Application to the Northern California Norton Owner’s Club 

 

Membership cost is $25.00 per year and includes a subscription to the 
Norton Notice, a publication which provides an enormous wealth of 
information to Norton owners and re-caps of club events. 
 
I hereby apply for Membership in the Northern California Norton Owners 
Club (NCNOC) 
Name______________________________________________ 
Phone________________________ 
Address _______________________________________________ 
email_________________________ 
City_____________________________________________ State____ 
Zip______________ 
This is a new ____ renewal ____ application. 
Norton(s) owned:  Year _____  Model ________________________ 
  Year _____  Model ________________________ 
 
The undersigned applicant certifies that he or she is a legal resident of the US over the age 
of 18, has a valid motorcycle driver’s license, and will use legally required safety equipment 
in connection with club activities. Participant does hereby execute this release, waiver, and 
indemnification for himself or herself and his or hers, successors, representatives, and as-
signs, and hereby agrees and represents as follows: To release the Northern California Nor-
ton Owners Club (the Club) and its officers, agents and members from any and all liability, 
loss, damage, costs, claims, and/or cause of action, including but not limited to all bodily 
injuries and property damage arising out of participation in the club’s activities, it being spe-
cifically understood that such activities include the operation and use by applicant and oth-
ers of motorcycles. The undersigned further agrees to indemnify 
the club and its officers, agents, and members and hold them harmless for the results of the 
undersigned’s participation in those activities. This indemnification shall include attorney’s 
fees incurred in defending any claim or judgment and incurred in the negotiation of any set-
tlement. It is understood and agreed that the undersigned shall have the opportunity to con-
sent to any settlement; provided, however, that such consent shall not be unreasonably 
withheld. 

I have read and agree to the additional terms and conditions set forth on all parts 
of this application. Other affiliated clubs and organizations are also represented 
and protected by this release. 
Applicants Signature and date (required) 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Make your check for $25 payable to Northern California Norton Owners 
Club. Send all applications & inquiries to Elizabeth Recoder 4000 Mozart 
Dive, El Sobrante, Ca. 94803  
You can also join on line at nortonclub.com and use credit card through our 
pay pal account.  
Join our club Yahoo group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NorCalNOC/ 
 
 
Contents © 2005-2009. All rights reserved. 
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Feb 8th(Sun) Adopt-a-highway clean up meet at Hw 35@84 10am  
 
Feb 12th (Thurs) meeting Harry's Hofbrau in Foster City ,1297 Chess 

Drive 
Foster City, CA 94404  see web site for details  

 
Feb 15 (Sun) Meet in Niles and ride to Calivaras then lunch at 

C.B, Hannigan’s in Los Gatos.  Ride Leader Tom Dable. 
 
Mar 07 (Sat) BSAOCNC EAST BAY RIDE 
 
Mar 12th (thurs) Meeting,The Liberties ,998 Guerrero St 

San Francisco, CA. see web site for details.   
 
Mar 15 (Sun) TRES PINOS RIDE  Meet At Baker’s Square in Los 

Gatos and ride south to Almaden.  Ride Leader Alan Gold-
water 

 
Mar 28 (Sat) CLUBMAN’S ALL-BRITISH SHOW, San Jose 
Mar 29 (Sun) THE “MORNING AFTER” RIDE 
 
Apr 04  (Sat) BSAOCNC MID-STATE RIDE 
Apr 05 (Sun) 
 
Apr 18 (Sat) BSAOCNC BRITISH SINGLES RIDE 
 
Apr 19 (Sun) (Third Sunday of month due to Easter on the 12th)  PENNIN-

SULA RIDE.  Meet at Alice’s and ride via Boulder Creek/Skyline 35 to 
Gazos Grill for lunch.  Ride Leader Alan Goldwater 

2009 Dairy: Events and Happenings 

Minutes of Club meeting 1/8/09 Harry’s Haufbrau, San Jose 
 
10 Members present but no bikes (it was raining) 
 
A new member introduced himself; Herman Wulf from Lafayette.  He has a ’73 
850cc Commando 
 
A treasury report was made in which it was reported that we have $1,520.81 in 
the bank and Ian Begg reported that there was a further $500.00 +/- in our Pay-
pal account.  There are 128 active members with 28 due for renewal. An auction 
was held for some leftovers from the Christmas Party netting the club $110.00 
 
Continued on Page 5 
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The traditional club auction was also hosted by Harry and his two lovely assistants 
Erin and Megan Reddy. This years take was over $700.00 thanks to the generosity 
of the NCNOC members.  
 
Racing Legend Joe Leonard was in attendance, a personal friend of Lorin and 
Kathryn’s, Joe delighted the group with stories of golden ear days racing in the 
AMA and Indy Cars 
with USAC. Sporting 
two of his 500 rings, 
wearing one of two 
Triple Crown  
acknowledgements he 
earned. Joe’s one of 
only two racers in the 
world to ever have 
won Championships in 
both cars and motor-
cycles.  
  
The wine flowed and 
the party extended 
well into the night. It 
was a grand ole time.  
 
Ken Armann receives 
the Club award for 
support of events for 
his hosting of the bring out your dead day .Below the boards plan the years events 
 
 



12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mt Diablo 

Holiday Party 2008, Good times, good food and great people 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2008 NCNOC Holiday party was, as always, a great time. Held at members 
Lorin and Kathryn Guy’s home in Santa Clara, the party had food, fun, drink, and 
celebrity. 
  

The general membership started arriving about 1:30pm to an already full house of 
NCNOC past and present Board members wrapping up the year end meeting. Set-
ting the new ride and events schedule ran  a little over but all was worked out.  
  
The food crews jumped into the kitchen and soon we were all feasting on Turkey, 
Ham, Vegetarian Enchiladas and beans with tortillas, and all the usual holiday fair.  
Great dishes were brought by club members as this pot luck dinner brings out the 
9’s.  
 

Our new President Harry Bunting presided over the year end member recogni-
tion’s, Keith Karn won the coveted Norton Cup award with Donna and Terry Morri-
son winning best ride of 2008, Ken Armann got the supporting award for loaning 
his shop for the “Bring out your dead” day event. Lorin and Kathryn Guy getting the 
NCNOC Appreciation Award for Enthusiasm, Dedication and Faithful Service, Ray 
Pallett winning Member of the Year award for all his hard work, Mike Sullivan win-
ning the acknowledgement of conservation award for saving gas by riding his Mo-
peds to events. Alan Goldwater for his “Best Crash on a Norton” award.  
 

 
Terry and Donna 
Morrison receive 
the “Best ride of 
2008” award from 
Club President 
Harry Bunting.  
 
 
Note: Lorin and 
Kathryn Guy want 
to thank all who 
came and all who 
helped make this 
Holiday party so 
much fun. We as 
hosts had a great 
time and loved 
having everyone 
over.  
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February March, President’s Message  
 

Lorin Guy took the Bull by the Horns and organized a 40th Anniversary of the 
Norton Commando display booth at the Cycle World International Motorcy-
cle Show in December. He lined up all the different models including a John 
Player, Production Racer, “S” type, High Rider, 750 & 850 Roadsters, Inter-
state, Fastback, R type and a Long Range.  
 

Lorin and Kathryn were at the event the whole weekend, displayed all the 
posters and ads ever produced for Norton Commandos and about every ½ 
hour would comment on the history of each bike.  Now that is real dedica-
tion, hopefully we will all be around for the 50th anniversary too!   Thanks 
Lorin and Kathryn, and all the helpful volunteers.  
 

The clubs off to a great start in 2009, if your membership is due, please re-
up ASAP. 
   
We need Norton Motorcycle stories, so write about some motorcycle experi-
ence you had and forward it to Lorin, for the Norton Notice Newsletter.  
 

Volunteering at the Norton Booth at the Clubman’s show the march 28th 
would also be greatly appreciated.  Thanks. 
 

Harry Bunting – President Northern California Norton Owner’s Club 

Minutes of Club meeting 1/8/09 Harry’s Haufbrau, San Jose, 
CONT. 
 
The Polar Bear Ride was discussed and the lunch destination was noted to be at 
the Cameron’s Pub in Half Moon Bay 
 

Lorin Guy announced through the Yahoo group that the Adopt-a-Highway was still 
on hold as the State had not come through with the Now required green vests. (I 
understand from the web site that this is back on and is scheduled for Feb 8, at 
10:00am) 
 
The arrangements for the Clubman’s Show on March 28 at the Santa Clara Fair-
grounds were discussed.  Volunteers were called for, for setting up the booth etc.  
Contact Harry Bunting. 
 
Kudos were given all around for the excellent Christmas party that was hosted by 
Lorin and Kathryn Guy.  They were also thanked for being the moving force behind 
the recent IMS Show. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Mike Sullivan, Secretary pro tem 
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Tribute to Norton Commando at the IMS Cycle World Show  
 
San Mateo,Ca. The Northern California Norton Owner's Club display at the IMS Cy-
cle World show closed Sunday night to rave reviews. The IMS people were im-
pressed with the professional look, consistent staffing and periodic narratives, "For 
a local club, the display was amazing," said Kurt Whittington of Advanstar (IMS).We 
also received positive remarks from the AMA vintage display people and the CJMC 
staff displaying the Japanese bikes in the same building. 
 
The complete line of Norton Commando's to celebrate the 40th anniversary was the 
theme. Sporting 11 models of Commando, the NCNOC wants to thank, Chuck Bohn 
and wife for their beautiful Hi Rider Commando, Bob Davis for his Production Racer 
Prototype, Ron Douglas and his Type "R", Alan Goldwater and his Fastback LR, 
Lorin and Kathryn Guy's "S" type, Brandon Lawrence and his Type "SS", Jeffery 
Paxson for his 750 Roadster. Phil Radford and the Commando John Player Special, 
Frank and Elizabeth Recoder for their Fastback, 850 Roadster, Interstate and en-
gine Isolastic display and Ken Armann for loan of the Commando frame. Thanks to 
Johnny "crash" and "Pistol" Pete, for the pictures. 
 
Also Todd Darrow, Phil Radford, Jim Carton, Mike Sullivan, Harry Bunting, Alan 
Goldwater, Diana Pettijohn, Margie Seigal, Chuck Bohn, Fred Fortune, David Har-
wick, Brandon Lawrence and Kathryn Guy all helped during the weekend show. 

 
Many current and past members came bye 
to say hello, others came bye to say how 
they have Norton motorcycles in states of 
restoration, and a few never knowing about 
the bikes, were educated. In all the show 
was well attended, our display was well re-
ceived and the weekend other than the 
weather was fantastic. 
 
Thanks to all who came by, special thanks to 
Kurt Whittington and the IMS/Advanstar peo-
ple, Cycle World Magazine, the San Mateo 
Fairgrounds 
and the Teamsters/Freeman for the opportu-
nity once again to display and all the help. 
Thanks to Bolt-it-on Racks for their help.  
 
This was a fitting tribute to the Legendary 
Norton Commando. 
See pictures from  this event on our club 
web pages under events pictures.  See 
Www.nortonclub.com  
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Club members Todd Darrow and Carolyn Scott with ride leader Keith Karn at 
Cameron’s lunch on  the Polor Bear Ride. 

CHP Officer Bindar Dundat of the California Hi-way Patrol:  
Group Rides 
 
 

As the 2009 riding season starts we need to review some the group riding 
rules. As with any sport, it’s nice if the participants all have a general idea of 
what to do. The ride leader should hold a short before ride meeting to go 
over any course issues or changes, hand out ride maps, be sure all riders 
have signed the club sign-in-sheet/release and remind everyone of a few 
hand signals.  
Signals like “let’s stop”, “need gas”, “I’m Hungry”, Riding in groups of more 
than four can be confusing for the group and other traffic around you. Here 
are a few rules to follow:  

Ride in a staggered formation, with first bike on the left side of the 
lane, second on the right etc. etc.  
Always keep at least two-second-distance from the motorcycle di-
rectly in front of you.  
At stoplights or stop signs wait in pairs.  
Pass other vehicles individually when safe-not in pairs or as a group.  
 

Let’s have a safe 2009, riding in groups is fun. See ya on the road.  
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BLUE SKIES, NUTIN' BUT BLUE SKIES!  
POLAR BEAR RIDE 1/11/2009  By Keith Karn 
 

Wow, was I glad to get back from Michigan on 1/8. Snow, 12 degree temps, 
freezing rain and the plane from Chicago to SFO didn't have enough gas for 
the holding pattern, so we had to land in Oakland, gas up and then get in line 
for SFO!  
 
I put the Commando on the old trickle charger but it was already charged up. 
That new alternator stator was a good investment. So Sunday morning I fired 
it up and blasted the 50 miles to Alice's for the PB ride.  
Leonard was already there on his MKIII and then Art rolled in on his stunning 
Atlas. More and more NorCal folks kept arriving, including Phil Radfod, 
somewhat new guy Gerald, Phillipe on his new scary VMAX and even a 
glimpse of long time club member emetrius, Lou Caputo. Lou and I go back 
at least to 1996 from the Wall and I get to see him on "Slacker" rides, but he 
was a motivating factor in me getting my MKIII back in 1996 as was Kim Wil-
liams.  
 
So by 11 am we had 18 folks on the sign up sheet and it was time to hit the 
road. I think by then the temps were pushing the 60s. We decided to do 84-
stage road-hiway 1 to Cameron’s as Tunitas creek was probably too swarffy. 
We had 12 bikes start the ride as some of the folks had other agendas. But 
hey, the PB ride is all about showing up and getting those DOUBLE POINTS! 
 
I led us down through LaHonda and out to the coast at a leisurely pace. 
Once we reached Hiway 1 and headed North we were treated to a great view 
of good sized breakers rolling in. Not giant Maverick waves but still respect-
able. A few of the folks elected to take a more scenic route and I don't blame 
them.  
 
I just remember rides past to Cameron’s when I was alone and lost and didn't 
want to experiment. Eight of the 12 of us arrived first followed by the last four 
shortly. Food was ordered and consumed, lies were told, some of which I’d 
heard/told before, and finally, many photos were taken in the parking lot.  
 
Mother Nature did her best to convince one and all it's far better to live in CA 
than in Michigan or anywhere else! A week of record temps was just getting 
started. Even the ride home up the hill on 92 was fine and traffic seemed to 
be quite moderate. 
 
 I want to thank everyone for showing up and making it a grand day out. I 
hope we all have countless more. Yours in Nortonness, Keith Karn 
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NCNOC Member 
 Steven L Thompson  holds a  Book signing:  
 
NCNOC member Steven L. Thompson held a book signing on Saturday De-
cember 31 in Livermore Ca. At California Speed-Sports to officially launch his 
new book, Bodies in Motion published by Andy Goldfine and Aero Design & 
Mfg, Co., INC.  You might remember Steven from the 2006 Clubman’s show 
where his 1970 “Yellow Peril” Norton Production Racer took a First in Class, 
Steven also wrote some articles for the Norton Notice that year. 
  
Steven is no stranger to writing though he has published six novels.  He was 
also the editorial director of Cycle Guide magazine and later Editor at large of 
Cycle World magazine, Editor in chief of Road Test, Executive editor of Car and 
Driver and Executive Editor of AOPA Pilot, Currently Steven is Contributing Edi-
tor for AutoWeek.  
 
He also knows motorcycles, his road racing started in Southern California in 
1967 later racing a Norton in the 70’s and 80’s, road riding and testing motorcy-
cles when with the magazines. 
  
Steven’s new book is a look at the evolution and experience of motorcycling. 
Taking us back to our ancestral roots and linking our need for speed to ancient 
inbred instinctual reactions. Then bringing us to our present day and how the 
bike we ride may be more telling about who we are than we care to know. Over 
all a very interesting and different look at what we like to call our sport/hobby.  
 
This 417 page book is re-
alistically 209 pages of 
book, although few pic-
tures, and 15 pages of 
bibliography, acknowl-
edgements and index. 
Then the appendix, this is 
the Stanford University 
Vibration Study. This is a 
200 page study addressing 
motorcycle vibration and 
what we ride and why, 
very interesting with lots of 
graphs so it ‘s kinda cool 
to read.  Print size is good 
for older readers. Over all 
rating for this book, is 
three out of four stars, 
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Alan’s Wrench                                                 By Alan Goldwater 
 
 

For many years I was intrigued by the late (1957-58) Norton Model 19. It 
seemed to me to be the penultimate big British single. After a 10-year 
long chase and a stack of Benjamins, I was finally able in 2003 to bring 
one home. It had been bashed around off-road and parked dirty in a shed 
near the coast. Luckily, the thick layer of oil-caked dirt saved most of the 
shiny stuff from corrosion, and all the sheet metal and frame parts were 
original. Even better, the motor turned over and had good compression, 
and the magdyno made sparks. So with some help from a few NCNOC 
buddies, I soon had it running. A quick ride around the neighborhood 
gave me plenty of things to fix, starting with serious clutch slippage, non-
functional front brake and sticking Roadholders.  I tackled the clutch first.  
 

Since the bike is a 1957 model, it has an AMC gearbox, but al-
though the mainshaft splines for the hub are the same as the Domina-
tors, the original clutch used friction plates with pressed-in cork seg-
ments. The plate-locating tabs on these are reversed from the Atlas style 
ones, with the plain plates keyed to the hub and the friction ones to the 
basket. So I replaced the whole clutch with an Atlas one, complete with 
new cush-drive rubbers and Barnett plates. I set up the three pressure 
plate springs as light as possible, giving a nice easy lever pull. And with 
the Barnett plates there is never a hint of slipping.  

 
Finally, I installed an o-ring primary chain to allow running the pri-

mary case dry. This chain is a #8 British standard size (1/2 x 5/16), same 
as all the Dommies, but the only source I found was DID/Daido Industrial, 
special order. It seems to work fine, with only a squirt of chain lube every 
1000 miles or so, and so well worth the effort. 

 
Next, I tackled the front brake. Since the 1957 models have a full-

width 8-inch hub, I was able to directly drop in a Commando TLS backing 
plate.  I fitted a set of Italian-made Newfren brand shoes (from Raber’s 
Parts Mart, around $70). Here’s my favorite technique to set up these 
brakes. NOTE – you should wear a breathing mask when working on 
drum brakes, as the dust can be toxic. 

 
1) Make sure the drum surface is true, smooth, and clean. Check by 

spinning the wheel with the axle held in a vise. A simple wire pointer 
set so the end is just touching the drum will quickly show any warp or 
high spots. I think there’s always a bit of run-out, maybe 5-10 thou, 
which can be seen with the wire. Any more can cause trouble and the 
shoes will not seat properly. Sand the drum surface lightly with 220-
grit paper and clean well with brake solvent. 
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2) Sand the linings a 
bit with 220-grit alu-
minum oxide sandpa-
per, just to give an 
even texture on the 
whole working sur-
face. Put the wheel 
and brake back on 
the bike, and set the 
adjusting rod so that 
both brake actuation 
arms move about the 
same when applying 
the brake hard. If ei-
ther one touches first, 

you will see it stop moving and flex sideways while the other lever still 
moves. You have to develop a feel for this, but if you play with it a bit you 
will see how it works. 

 

3)  Go out for a short ride, maybe 5 miles. Use the brake hard but only in 
short bursts, as you don’t want it to get hot yet. You won’t have much 
braking available so be careful and keep it slow!  Go home and take the 
wheel off. You will see some shiny spots on the linings where they con-
tacted the drum.  Now sand down the shiny spots with the 220-grit pa-
per. You don’t need to remove a lot of material, but you should do more 
than just removing the shiny bit. You are adjusting the contour of the 
shoe and lining as a unit, to conform to the drum surface under actual 
use 

 

4) Put the wheel back on the bike, adjust the cable if needed and ride some 
more. Don’t change the adjusting rod. Remove the wheel and repeat as 
in step 3, until you see good contact over most of the lining surface. Typi-
cally this takes 5 or more test-and-sand runs, but each time you should 
feel the brake improving. Now that I had a working front brake, I found 
that the forks would bind up and stick under heavy braking compression. 
These are early “long’ Roadholders, with external springs and no damp-
ing rod. They are thus quite a bit different to rebuild from our familiar 
Commando forks, and that will be a topic for my next column.  

 

Until then, stay warm and get those bikes ready for the summer Rally. 


