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NORTON NOTICE
Published by the Northern California Norton
Owner’s Club, its purpose is to inform and
entertain the club members. The Norton Notice is a reflection of the readership who are
encouraged to submit articles, technical tips,
photographs (original or otherwise). The
Norton Notice prefers contributions submitted electronically. Send to
Loinguy@yahoo.com. The NCNOC / Norton
Notice Newsletter accepts ads from qualified
business for the purpose of information for
the readership. Acceptance and publication
of ads is in no way meant to be an endorsement of or a recommendation, for service.
The Club does not accept any responsibility
for the qualifications of or reliability of advertisers.
MEMBERSHIP
The Northern California Norton Owners Club
is open to all British motorcycle enthusiasts.
Membership and renewals can be paid for
via our web site and is available for $25 per
year. Membership offers a wide range of
benefits including the mailed Norton Notice,
website, yahoo group, Social activities, Tech
sessions and Monthly rides.

Members in Service:
Web Master :
 Ian Reddy 408.218.1087
 Ian_reddy@sbcglobal.net
Regalia Manager :
 Harry Bunting
 quartermaster@nortonclub.com
Rides Coordinators:
 Liz Sain-Dabel 408.272.0369
 lizsain@yahoo.com
 Tom Dabel
 Rides-coordinator@nortonclub.com
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:
The Club gratefully acknowledges the
work of Fred Fortune (Fortune2.com) for
the designs used in this journal and on the
club web site. Website program is thanks
to club member Ian Reddy.
See us at www.nortonclub.com and
join our Yahoo group for information
and club activities at
NorCalNOC@yahoogroups.com
All rights reserved © NCNOC 2005-2014
no part can be reproduced without permission.

Advertising
Ads are $100.00 per 1/4 page for the year. Contact the Editor for information and pricing on lager
ads.
AFFILIATIONS
The NCNOC is affiliated with both the Norton
Owner’s Club of England (NOC) http://
nortonownersclub.org/ and the International Norton
Owner’s
Association
(INOA)
http://
inoanorton.com/
Honorary Members ,Brian Slark, Dick Slusher,
Jodi Nickolas
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Membership cost is $25.00 per year and includes a subscription to the
Norton Notice, a publication which provides an enormous wealth of
information to Norton owners and re-caps of club events.
I hereby apply for Membership in the Northern California Norton Owners
Club (NCNOC)
Name______________________________________________
Phone________________________
Address _______________________________________________
City_____________________________________________ State____
Zip______________ E-Mail___________________________________
This is a new ____ renewal ____ application.
Norton(s) owned:
Year _____ Model ________________________
Year _____ Model ________________________
The undersigned applicant certifies that he or she is a legal resident of the US over the age
of 18, has a valid motorcycle driver’s license, and will use legally required safety equipment
in connection with club activities. Participant does hereby execute this release, waiver, and
indemnification for himself or herself and his or hers, successors, representatives, and assigns, and hereby agrees and represents as follows: To release the Northern California Norton Owners Club (the Club) and its officers, agents and members from any and all liability,
loss, damage, costs, claims, and/or cause of action, including but not limited to all bodily
injuries and property damage arising out of participation in the club’s activities, it being specifically understood that such activities include the operation and use by applicant and others of motorcycles. The undersigned further agrees to indemnify the club and its officers,
agents, and members and hold them harmless for the results of the undersigned’s participation in those activities. This indemnification shall include attorney’s fees incurred in defending any claim or judgment and incurred in the negotiation of any settlement. It is understood
and agreed that the undersigned shall have the opportunity to consent to any settlement;
provided, however, that such consent shall not be unreasonably withheld.

I have read and agree to the additional terms and conditions set forth on all parts
of this application. Other affiliated clubs and organizations are also represented
and protected by this release.
Applicants Signature and date (required)
_______________________________________________________________

Make your check for $25 payable to Northern California Norton Owners
Club. Send all applications & inquiries to Ron Bastiaans, 3075 Estates
Ave. Pinole Ca. 94564. You can also join on line at nortonclub.com and
use credit card through our pay pal account.
Join our club Yahoo group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NorCalNOC/
*The NCNOC is associated with both the NOC and the INOA You can join
the INOA and the NOC from our website at Nortonclub.com
Contents © 2005-2014 All rights reserved.
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Just so there are No rumors or misunderstanding :

2014 RIDE AND EVENT DIARY: note: dates in bold are NCNOC

It’s one of those “ I told you so” moments, for years I’ve talked about
what happens when club members get older or have health issues
and for whatever reason can’t ride anymore. Never thinking it might
happen to me. Among other ailments I have some back concerns
now that could potentially keep me from being able to “kick start” a
motorcycle and if involved in a get off, could be very serious in the
T7-11 and L1&2 vertebra area of my back. The meds required are
many and the effect of those drugs on my abilities is significant, as
my doctors and my body are making adjustments, looking for a happy medium of pain management.

club events those not in bold are events of interest to the club. For event details
see your club website at Nortonclub.com

So how does this impact my motorcycle riding hobby, unfortunately
this pretty much puts things on hold for a time. I have evidently matured some it would seem, because I’ve not gone ahead and defied
doctors suggestions or even stronger suggestions of my wife, and
gone ahead and “done what I damn well please”.. but have taken
the more holistic and medically sustainable path to finding an answer.
It’s not like I don’t have other hobbies I can spend time on, I do and
have always divided my time between them, although not necessarily equally. My wife’s hobbies enter into the
equation as well, spending time with her and
her pursuits of expression and joy. But motorcycling has been one of my favorites and I
know she too has enjoyed the rides and confrères of motorcycling.
Our involvement in events and clubs as well
as rides will be curtailed some as I find a
“happy place” with the pain, But rest assured
twe will support the NCNOC as much as we
can reasonably do and if there is a day soon
when the pain, meds and desires come to a
fine point, we’ll be back on the road.
Lorin
& Kathryn Guy
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March 30 (Sun): The “Morning After Ride”, Ray Pallett, 650-703-3209
Meet at Hult's Restaurant, 165 Los Gatos- Saratoga Rd, Los Gatos,
Formally Hobee’s
April 10 (Thurs): Meeting: Harry's Hofbrau in Foster City, 8pm
April 13 (Sun) : Adopt-A-Highway Clean up, 10am; Ride to follow.
Meet at Alice’s, ride via Boulder Creek to Davenport.
May 8 (Thurs): Meeting: Swiss Park in Fremont, 8pm
May 11 (Sun) Ride: Mt Hamilton Ride Meet at Tom and Liz Dabel's
House, 10:00am
May 17 (Sat) The QUAIL LODGE MOTORCYCLE GATHERING, Carmel
Ca.
May 31 (Sat) Special Ride: visit to the Mork Motorcycle Collection
(details on page12)
June 12 (Thurs) Meeting: Sonoma Chicken Coup Campbell, 8pm
June 15 (Sun) Ride: TBA see yahoo group for info
June 29 (Sun) Bikes On the Bay, motorcycle show at Capitola Ca
July 10 (Thurs) Meeting: Harry's Hofbrau in Foster City, 8pm
July 13 (Sun) Ride: TBA due to rally, see Yahoo group for info
July 15-18: INOA Norton Rally, Ashland OR. See nortonrally.com for information and registration.
July 27 (Sun) Adopt-a-Highway Clean up, Alice’s at the corners 10am
start time. Chair: Lorin & Kathryn Guy 408.242.1976
Aug 7-10 Dardanelle Motorcycle Camp Out and Ride: 100 mile ride;
Saturday night Club meeting; Pot Luck Dinner; Star gazing;
Camp fire; fun times.
Always check your club on line calendar for updates and your Yahoo Group
for up to the minute ride and event information.
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President’s Message: by Ken Armann
We had a great event with "bring our your almost dead" day so let’s try to
keep the ball rolling. The Quail Lodge is a fun day and the lunch is worth
the entry fee so please join us and help man the booth.
The BIG EVENT will be upon us faster than you can blink, National Norton Rally in Oregon. This is only a day ride for us and we should all do
our best and make a good showing. I hope you make your reservations
soon; I already have a trailer lined up so I will be searching for shade and
food.
The cost for campers is about $100, for a trailer it is $260 for the delivery and pickup with the price varying on size (I got the big one for $240).
Coordination as time gets closer is good for helping each other with
"stuff", need some camping gear hauled let me know we can help each
other and have a more enjoyable time. Maybe the techno types can help
us with the yahoo group to
make it more convenient.

INOA and the NOC Happenings:
The NCNOC is associated with the NOC of England (Norton Owner’s Club) After years of establishing ourselves as the Norton representatives in the USA we joined with the INOA (International Norton Owner’s Association). We highly encourage all members to join
both organizations, for the benefits to you and your club.

Coming events in the INOA:
The 21st Annual Gathering of the Norton
will be held Sunday April 27, 2014
at Washington Crossing Historic Park. See INOA website for details.
30th Annual British MC Owners Assoc. Rally May 16th - 18th, 2014 3
Day Motorcycle Rallye on the shoreline of beautiful Lake Somerville Bike
Show. Swap Meet Field Events. Camping. Hot Showers. Day & Weekend
Passes ALL BIKES Welcome. RV Hookups. Food & Fun Overlook Park,
505 Marina Road, Brenham, TX 77833 (Off 1948 & Hwy 36.)
INOA National Rally
July 15th - 18th, 2014

My personal favorite trip will be
3 weeks after Oregon so
please do not forget about the
Dardanelle and our annual
campout in August, it is always
a good time. By all I means:
bring the whole clan, dog and
kids included (Harry are you
bringing the cats?).

Ashland, OR Details at Nortonrally.com

Coming events in the NOC:
Prescott Bike Festival:
Gloucester Branch will represent the NOC
with a display at this event which also features a hill climb Event: Apr 06, 2014 from
08:30 AM to 05:00 PM Where Prescott Hill,
Gotherington, Cheltenham, GL52 9RD

AS ALWAYS SHOW UP
WITH A GREAT ATTITUDE
AND READY TO PLAY WELL
WITH OTHERS.

You can join the NOC at:
http://www.nortonownersclub.org/membership

You can join the INOA: www. inoanor-

Alan Goldwater at the start of
the Valentine Sweet Heart Ride
Feb 16th lead by Tom & Liz

ton.com/Membership/

MotorCycle Logic: It takes more love

Photo Credits: cover Ulster 1935, artist unknown; page 4 ,Lorin Guy; Page
8, George Poore; page 9, anonymous; page 11, Ken Armann
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to share the saddle than it does to
share the bed. -Author Unknown
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Special Club Ride: May 31st. (Saturday) Visit Fred Mork's Extraordinary Vintage Motorcycle Collection in the East Bay hills.
Meet at Mountain Mike's Pizza at 12 PM for lunch, in Raley's Shopping Center, East of Hwy. 80 on San Pablo Dam Road,
in El Sobrante . Ride leader : Eric Rhodes 510 233 4536
Ed Note: if you’ve never seen this collection of rare and racing motorcycles, Memorabilia and stuff, tucked away in Fred’s very cool
Barn Museum then treat yourself to an amazing opportunity. Long
time Bay area motorcycle enthusiast, racer and builder Fred Mork
is legendary among the motorcycle collectors.
New Motorcycle book :
Local enthusiast and worldwide Motorcycle blogger,
Paul d’Orleans and famed
illustrator and photographer
Michael Lichter.
Paul has been regarded as
one of the experts in the
motorcycle world, writing
and serving as consultant
on many motorcycle projects.
Paul’s new book: Café
Racers, Speed, Style and the Ton-Up Culture covers the “café racer” craze .
The term “Café’Racer” describes a bike genre that first became popular in 1960s British rocker subculture, the book will be available May
2014. You can see and meet Paul d’Orleans at the Quail Lodge Motorcycle Gathering May 17th at Carmel , Ca.
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5 Best-Selling Motorcycle Brands in the World today.
By Blake Bos

Do You Know Who's No. 1? Well you can rest assured it’s not Norton.
For that matter there are no British bikes even on the list. These days
it’s all diversified companies, it can be difficult to know what brands are
whose, because they're seldom owned by purely motorcycle-focused
companies. Ducati, which is owned by Lamborghini, which is owned
by Audi, which is owned by Volkswagen.
Polaris owns the Victory and Indian brand names and chalked up
$195.8 million in motorcycle sales in 2012. The company doesn't give
information on units sold, but even at a low estimated average transaction price of $12,000, that puts the company at 16,250 motorcycles
sold.
Ducati, which can be viewed as a luxury brand in the motorcycle world,
also has luxury-type sales numbers. In 2012, Ducati sold around
44,000 two-wheelers. The company is growing in the double figures in
the United States and now claims 10% market share in its target market.
BMW's Motorrad division sold a whopping 117,100 bikes in 2012, of
which 106,400 were BMWs and 10,700 were Husqvarnas.
Harley-Davidson. America's favorite cruiser comes in at second place
with 249,849 bikes sold around the world in
2012. The company still has a sizable foothold in America and has recently seen 39%
unit sales growth in Latin America.
And the winner is … Honda's motorcycle division sold nearly 15.5 million motorcycles in
2012, of which 13.2 million came from Japan
and other Asian countries. In North America
the company also dominates, with 153,000
bikes sold, a 43% increase over the previous
year. Look for Big Red to continue its spot as
the world's largest motorcycle company for
quite some time.
Final thoughts, OK I was hoping to see Triumph but after thinking on it for a bit I actually
feel even more exclusive knowing I own
something so rare .
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Ed Note: Long time NCNOC member George Poore has to be one of the more interesting members of our club and over the years his attendance at the Dardanelle
Motorcycle Camp Out is anticipated, as his arrival in his 1946 Lincoln V12 sedan
towing his wholly handmade Bits-a-Norton Commando is a sight to behold. I never
get tired of seeing that Rust red Lincoln and his matching Norton roll in. Always an
interesting story or two to tell before unloading, George is a real addition to the flavor of this club.
Ed Note V2: George has an affection for the color “rust” which he calls “red” and
we don’t want to tell him it’s not really red…

Continued from pg 10
When the meeting was
over we still needed to
get the P-11 picked up,
but that would be easy.
I'd had Ken's truck at my
house so I'd loaded my
1200s into it to ride
home, and it was still in
the back of the truck.
Ken rode back to the
shop, got the truck and
was back in a flash.

Rolling the dice, a trip to remember: By George Poore
At the end of September I needed to visit my family in Massachusetts. I decided to
make a trip to remember and planned to take my Red (ed:rust) Lincoln 1946 sedan. Packing a change of clothing, the Lincoln Owner’s Club roster, a spare fuel
pump, distributor unit, tools, some oil and a warm sleeping bag, I left Nor-Cal on
California Highway 70 in fine weather. Reno brought strong west winds with much
dust and the Hwy Patrol was stopping all trailers on US 395. The old Lincoln sailed
right through it. The Lincoln motel in Austin on the Lincoln Hwy, US 50, was closed
so I chose the Pony Motel; I awoke to an inch of cold snow. All of Nevada was
white, outlining the dark rock strata but the road was clear and the passes open.
Utah brought strong rain and the first real test of my vacuum windshield wipers, at
home they work good but at 7000 feet on a long steep grade they would only give
one hesitant pass when I lifted my foot from the gas. In the rain I pried the right one
off and this helped a little, but downhill they worked fine.
The San Rafael Swell sported some six inches of snow but the road was only wet
and soon the sun came out. 11,318’ Monarch pass was a grind slow going but not
a big problem. An inch of hail at 4 AM in Dodge City rattled the roof of the old
Thunderbird Motel and piled up on the ole Red Lincoln but the sun came back out
for breakfast and I was off and running. Kansas is a flower garden of windmills as
far as the eye can see flashing in the blue sky. I made a visit to Galena, Illinois.
Ducking around Chicago, I visited “The Henry Ford” in Dearborn, Michigan, an excellent museum. An Old Lincoln is a people magnet and attracts many viewers a
few of whom actually know what it is. Everyone’s grandfather used to own one it
seemed.
Leaving there I made a wrong turn and found myself in downtown Detroit where
things looked as bad as seen on T.V. Layers of graffiti on the interstate signs
made leaving difficult. Broken pavement, trash in the streets and the mayor in prison tell a depressing tale of life there. After leaving that depressing city scape it was
Rain all the way through to New England and my family.
After my short visit with them I turned north to Maine and a visit to a childhood
friend. The Weather Channel forecast snow and as salt is spread on the streets
here I decided to head south. Ole Red has never driven in salt and I was not interested in starting now. Under dark skies and in snow flurries I exited New England
for my next destination, Washington D.C. where I would see the Smithsonian.
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Norton in front of the Sonoma Chicken Coop Restaurant, Campbell Ca. for our club meeting . VIP
parking. Diana’s P11 and Ken’s Mercury

We pulled the Sportster
out, pushed the P-11 in,
then both headed home.
We did it fast enough that
I caught up with Jose and
we took the long way
home, taking slow streets
talking and laughing as

we did.
The humor of riding British with British going
to the meeting, and riding Sportsters going
home really reminded me how much its all
about the ride. Lucky for me the sign-in
sheet only asks what you rode in on, not
what your riding home on!
Friday Ken worked his magic with the solder
pot and fixed the cable. We adjusted it differently this time so the level comes back to the
bar instead of pulling tight an inch away from
it. Odds are that is why it broke; I was pulling
it to hard/far.
Now I just have to ride it more to prove that.
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Not so Triumphant Return

By Sportster Diana

Normally I wouldn't think to write about a ride that was less than ten miles,
I mean what would there be to write about? But Lorin needed one more
story for the NN, and my P-11 is always happy to oblige and turn even the
shortest ride into an adventure. The monthly meeting was in Campbell
and was to be the perfect chance to return the P-11 to active duty. I took it
out for a test ride in the afternoon and all was good.
Dick was coming over on his Daytona 500 to ride with us and showed up
at 6:30. The P-11 and Ken's Mercury were already out. All three bikes
started on the first kick, of course there was no one there to see it. We
took the back way out and even though it was a short ride, we were having
fun. Dick commented at a light how good it was to see 'it' back on the road
and I had to agree. As we started down Campbell Ave the traffic was bad,
and we ended up behind a couple riding Harleys.
I pulled in the clutch as we went to stop and felt that all too familiar 'pop' as
the cable broke again. I ground the bike to a stop with the Triumph front
brake that works so well, caught neutral and slipped through the stopped
traffic in the right lane and up onto the sidewalk, pushing down to the light.
As Ken and Dick rode by I flicked the lever in and out so they would know
not to stop, then pushed along the sidewalk through downtown Campbell.
As I pushed down the sidewalk stopping to let
people going the other way pass, I could not
help thinking "This bike really doesn’t like these
meetings". The last time I tried to ride it to one
the wield for the carb flange broke off leaving
the carb hanging from the cable.
There was a great turnout for the meeting, 23 I
think. Aside from our three bikes there was a
Commando and a rubber mounted Sportster
already there.
Ken just had to point out "You know, if not for
the test ride earlier, you would have made it
here.", sad part was he was right. Jose, who
still wants to find a proddy racer if he can ever
stop deploying by Uncle Sam long enough
showed up on his Sportster making six bike
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In D.C. the right water pump on the V12 began to leak and not being prepared to
rebuild it on the street, I called Alan Weilihan who has his business supplying vintage car parts one hour north of there. Yes, he had a right pump in stock (luck be
told) and I was soon at his shop. The Lincoln water pump is one of the easiest of
all to replace and the task was soon complete. Alan then gave me a tour of his
shop and as the day was in late afternoon, I retreated to the belly of the beast and
a delightful dinner party. I then pointed Ole Red toward the east shore of Chesapeake Bay and more friends. Apparently I‘ve solved Ole Red’s oil burning problem, 900 miles to the quart keeps it full, still I need a case of SL or better in the
trunk as the miles slip away.
In Florida I enjoyed a visit with a high school friend who suggested visiting the Don
Garlits Dragster Museum. Garlets was a famous race car builder and driver, his
display of some 40 shiny large dragsters fills a couple big building. We admired
his H12 powered A- Bucket. Adjacent is another building of equal size with his
cars of years past all pristine restorations, Fords and Chryslers and a great 1917
Loco mobile model 48 “gunboat”, the last one known to exist, this should be on a
pedestal. When we exited the building, a man was examining my car. ”Can I see
the motor?” he asked…, “ Sure, why not” I said. A small crowd gathered, the man
was very interested in the motor. Someone whispered, “That’s Don Garlits”. The
man asked good questions and I had a few of my own. He asked “Would you like
to see my projects shop?” “you bet,” he did not have to ask twice! He unlocked
another building and the little crowd followed. Inside was a line of Ford flathead
engines each on a nice stand with a battery, small fuel tank, and a shiny instrument panel. Our instructor started several and asked us to listen to the exhaust
note of each. At the end of the line was one with Ardun overhead valve cylinder
heads. Ardun, of England, made these as a kit to increase the power of flathead
Ford trucks.
They brought them here just as Ford came out with its overhead valve engine.
There was no more market for them, as with so many cool old innovations they
disappeared. Don fired up the Ardun head motor, It’s loud crisp sound filled the
shop, I was impressed and said so. Other projects include a Hydrogen powered
car and more dragsters, this was great fun. Don is a hands on guy with strong
worker hands, rough and well used, very likable guy. A Navy jet fighter on a pedestal graces his lawn out front of his shops and museum.
Winter storm “Boris” was causing problems across the country but Florida’s location kept us comfortable. Carefully monitoring the Weather channel, Thanksgiving
Day seemed a good time to start west. New storm “Clio” was predicted to cover
the whole country with freezing rain or snow and strong winds. I had a window of
opportunity to sneak around the southern edge of it. Time to go, I’d never seen
the Texas Hill Country north of San Antonio so I was off and I-10 cuts through the
Limestone Strata of the hilltops for mile after mile. The Ole Red Lincoln was up to
the job and with no problems, cruised from Florida to Northern California in six
days of warm sunshine for a round trip total of 9,800 miles, @ 17.2 MPG, arriving
on Tuesday, Dec.3, A fine ride in a comfortable car.
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George Poore’s 1947 Lincoln V12 Sedan on the
boarder of Maine.
Below George shows Don
Garlets and a group of museum goers his V12 with
modifications only George
could have come up with,
or explain. .

Below is the map of
Georges route, I must admit
it was very adventurous, I’m
not sure I’d have the confidence to drive a 1947 Car
all that way

Remembrances from bygone days

By Sportster Diana & Dani

I mentioned working on bikes to a friend in Canada and she had some
pictures she took as a little girl. I asked her if it was OK to share them
and she said yes, so her is the story to go with the pictures.
These are pictures I took at the scrambles with my brownie; this was back
in England in 1952 or 53. My brother is 5 years older and usually he
wouldn't take me with him to motorcycle races, but for some reason he
did to the scrambles at least twice. I was probably 7 or 8 and they were
held on a farm near enough to town that we could ride there on our bicycles. The first time it was held just after a heavy rain. The bikes chewed
up the fields and bogged in mud in some spots.
The bikes burned Caster oil back then and it had a very distinct
smell. While it was mostly English bikes there were some European
bikes as well. After we left England there were no more trips to the
scrambles, just the radio. I use to listen to the TT races on the Isle of
Man, Geoff Duke on his Norton was my favorite rider.
Ed Note:
Grass Scrambles in England were a sort of cross
between a Hare Scramble
and an Enduro.
Generally on a farm or in
a grassy field, come rain
or shine and were well
attended by the enthusiast
of the day.
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