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NORTON NOTICE; 
Published by the Northern California Norton 

Owner’s Club, its purpose is to inform and 

entertain the club members. The Norton No-

tice is a reflection of the readership who are 

encouraged to submit articles, technical tips, 

photographs (original or otherwise). The 

Norton Notice prefers contributions submit-

ted electronically. Send to 

Loinguy@yahoo.com. The NCNOC / Norton 

Notice Newsletter accepts ads from qualified 

business for the purpose of information for 

the readership. Acceptance and publication 

of ads is in no way meant to be an endorse-

ment of or a recommendation, for service. 

The Club does not accept any responsibility 

for the qualifications of or reliability of adver-

tisers. 

MEMBERSHIP 
The Northern California Norton Owners Club 
is open to all British motorcycle enthusiasts. 
Membership and renewals can be paid for 
via our web site and is available for $25 per 
year. Membership offers a wide range of 
benefits including the mailed Norton Notice, 
website, yahoo group, Social activities, Tech 
sessions and Monthly rides.  

2016 Club Executive Board and 
Members in Service 

 

President: 

 Ken Armann 

 851 B McGlincey Ln. Campbell , 
CA 95008, 408.626.0061 

president@nortonclub.com 
Vice President: 

 Alan Goldwater  

 vice-president@nortonclub.com 
Secretary/Treasurer/Membership : 

 Alan Goldwater 

 treasurer@nortonclub.com 
Norton Notice Editor: 

 Lorin & Kathryn Guy  

 Newsletter-editor@nortonclub.com 
 

Members in Service: 
Web Master : 

 Ian Reddy 408.218.1087 

 webmaster@nortonclub.com 
Regalia Manager : 

 Harry Bunting  

 quartermaster@nortonclub.com 
Rides Coordinator:  

 Harry Bunting (408) 615.1234 

 Rides-coordinator@nortonclub.com 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:  
The Club gratefully acknowledges the 
work of Fred Fortune  (Fortune2.com)  for 
the designs used in this journal and on the 
club web site. Website program is thanks 
to club member Ian Reddy.  
 

See us at www.nortonclub.com  and 
join our Yahoo group for information 
and club activities at  
NorCalNOC@yahoogroups.com 
All rights reserved  © NCNOC 2005-2016 
no part can be reproduced without per-
mission.  

AFFILIATIONS ;   
The NCNOC  is affiliated with both the Norton 
Owner’s Club of England (NOC) http://
nortonownersclub.org/ and the International Nor-
ton Owner’s Association (INOA) http://
inoanorton.com/  see page 15. 
 

Honorary Members, Brian Slark,  
Dick Slusher, Jodi Nickolas 

Advertising : Ads are $100.00 per 1/4 
page for the year. Contact the Editor for 
information and pricing on lager ads.  
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Membership Application to the Northern California Norton Owner’s Club 

 

Membership cost is $25.00 per year and includes a subscription to the 
Norton Notice, a publication which provides an enormous wealth of 
information to Norton owners, announces and re-caps of club events. 
 
I hereby apply for Membership in the Northern California Norton Owners 
Club (NCNOC) 
Name______________________________________________ 
Phone________________________ 
Address _______________________________________________  
City_____________________________________________ State____ 
Zip______________     E-Mail___________________________________ 
This is a new ____ renewal ____ application. 
Norton(s) owned:  Year _____  Model ________________________ 
          Year _____  Model ________________________ 
 

The undersigned applicant certifies that he or she is a legal resident of the US over the age 
of 18, has a valid motorcycle driver’s license, and will use legally required safety equipment 
in connection with club activities. Participant does hereby execute this release, waiver, and 
indemnification for himself or herself and his or hers, successors, representatives, and as-
signs, and hereby agrees and represents as follows: To release the Northern California Nor-
ton Owners Club (the Club) and its officers, agents and members from any and all liability, 
loss, damage, costs, claims, and/or cause of action, including but not limited to all bodily 
injuries and property damage arising out of participation in the club’s activities, it being spe-
cifically understood that such activities include the operation and use by applicant and oth-
ers of motorcycles. The undersigned further agrees to indemnify the club and its officers, 
agents, and members and hold them harmless for the results of the undersigned’s participa-
tion in those activities. This indemnification shall include attorney’s fees incurred in defend-
ing any claim or judgment and incurred in the negotiation of any settlement. It is understood 
and agreed that the undersigned shall have the opportunity to consent to any settlement; 
provided, however, that such consent shall not be unreasonably withheld. 

I have read and agree to the additional terms and conditions set forth on all parts 
of this application. Other affiliated clubs and organizations are also represented 
and protected by this release. 
Applicants Signature and date (required) 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Make your check for $25 payable to: 

 Northern California Norton Owners Club.  
Send all applications & inquiries to  Treasurer Alan Goldwater 1780 

Chanticleer Ave. Santa Cruz Ca. 95062  
You can also join on line at nortonclub.com and use credit card 

through our pay pal account.  
 

Join our club Yahoo group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NorCalNOC/ 
 

*The NCNOC is associated with both the NOC and the INOA You can join 
the INOA and the NOC from our website at Nortonclub.com 
 

Contents © 2005-2016 All rights reserved. 
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Member Information:  
 
Norton Notice: your club newsletter is a bi-monthly publication and is available 
in full color printable PDF form on line at your club website Nortonclub.com see 
“Norton Notice”. 

 
Norton Notice submissions and articles: All members are encouraged to 
write about your Norton, motorcycle riding or mechanical experiences. Please 
submit via E mail, pictures (Jpeg format) and tidbits are welcome. All submission 
subject to edit for space or content. Send to loringuy@yahoo. Or from your Club 
Website : Editors :  

 
Club members, you can now get your club newsletter Via e mail, instead of in 
the mail.  There are some distinct advantages to getting it this way, first you get 
it before the mailed version is out, secondly, it’s in FULL COLOR! How can 
you get it ? Request “My Norton Notice” via Email by sending a note with 
your Email address to: newsletter-editor@nortonclub.com 

 
Yahoo Group: Your club maintains a Yahoo Groups page, for all up to date 
event info and changes, questions about your bike or just queries, it’s a quick 
way to get an answer or opinion. You can join the Yahoo Group from your club 
Website Nortonclub.com, click on About Us.. at the bottom of that page, Join us!  

 
Club Membership: Club membership is $25.00 per 
year and is open to all British motorcycle enthusi-
asts, regardless of Norton motorcycle ownership.  
You can join from the Clubs website Norton-
club.com  

 
Club Dues: you can pay your yearly club dues On 
Line.. from your club website Nortonclub.com see  
About Us, then click on the “Buy Now” icon Or you 
can mail a check the address and info is the last 
page of your printed Norton Notice. Credit Cards 
and PayPal accepted on line.  

 
Club Events: Club events are printed in your 

mailed Norton Notice; page 3, “2016 Ride and 

Event Diary”. Club events are in “bold print” type, 

other events of interest to the club are in regular 

type.   

Feel free to invite your non-member friends to rides 

and events too, we are an open club, although a 

liability release needs to be signed (the club “sign in 

sheet”) everyone signs before events.  

3 

 

2016 RIDE AND EVENT DIARY:  
note: dates in bold are NCNOC club events those not in bold are events of interest 
to the club.  For event details see your club website at Nortonclub.com. Cal-
endar  
   

 
Thurs Sep 8: Club meeting, Swiss Park, Newark, CA meeting starts 
8pm come early get dinner..  
 
Sun Sept.11: Delta Ride, start ,Carl's Jr, 915 Main St. Oakley, CA 10 
am Ride leader Dave Crader. Ride total distance 91 miles, two ferry crossings 
this time (Ryer Island and Walker Landing) Grand Island, north along either Rd 
144 or Rd145 to Clarksburg, then south on 160 to Locke for lunch will be at “Al the 

Wops” in Locke, Ca.  ( see Website for details) 
  
Sun Oct 2: AGM meeting BBQ and Ride, Los Gatos Creek Park, 
Campbell Ca. Traditional Ride and End of Year Club meeting / Elec-
tion of New Club officers for 2017. BBQ and Pot Luck lunch highlights 
the event. (see website for details) 
 
Sat. Nov 5: BSA Clubs' All British Ride, Novato, CA (points ride).Ride de-
parts 10:00 am - 940 Seventh Street, Novato, BRITISH BIKES only please 
Lunch tickets sold at sign-in, before the ride - $20  Info:  Don Danmeier, 415-
898-0330 (see Ad in this edition for more details)  

 
 
Sun Nov 6: Hanson Dam ride 35th Annual  Southern California Norton 
Club (see website for details) 
 
Thurs Nov 10: Club meeting, Swinging Door, San Carlos CA.meeting 
starts 8pm come early get dinner.. Really good Fish and Chips! 
 
 Sun Nov 13:  Adopt-a-Highway Highway Clean up and Turkey Ride: 
 10:30am  Alice’s, ride start 11:30..     
 
Sun Dec 4: Holiday Party, TBA 
 
Sun Dec 18: Freeze Ride, Alice's, 10:30am, double points show up /
weather depending ride is optional:  
 
 
 

—-Always check your club “on line calendar” for updates and your 
Yahoo Group for up to the minute ride and event information. 

www.nortonclub.com 
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President’s Message : 
 

Welcome home NCNOC/ INOA Rally attendees, we all 
had a really great time. Harry and Ian (with help from their 
families) and all the volunteers did a stellar job. I cannot 
say enough good things about the time we had, rides were 
great, food was good, weather cooperated, and the field 
events were fun. About 325 people attended our event and 
the malfunctions were few and minor. The club made $$$$ 
selling shirts and pins so our bank account is happy as 
well. 
 

Owen Greenfield came from South Australia to help me 
out and he had a great time learning to drive on the right 
side of the road and shift with the right hand in my little 
Ranger (truck). He had a flat on one of the rides and was 
able to get back to town fix it and rejoin the ride, good on 
you! Thanks for joining us my friend. 
 

The Dardanelle camp-out was also a great success with the only major hiccup 
being the invasion of yellow jackets. I have been going here for 55 years and 
have never seen this many before, being there a week before everyone else, I 
helped with setting out traps and destroying the nests. We were not as good at 
destroying all of the yellow jackets and hopefully over the winter the colonies will 
die out. Fishing was fair and weather was perfect.  
The meteor shower was not as predicted, not many 
shooting stars were seen, apparently prediction of 
these showers is not as good as weather prediction.   
 

The AGM will be on October 2 this year and I hope 
you can all make it. We are going to the Los Gatos 
Creek Park one more time, we have not found a 
better venue and would appreciate and suggestions 
for next year. We looked at a park in Saratoga and 
found it to be a nice spot however parking and haul-
ing food etc. in and out looks to be more effort than 
other venues we have used. Watch the website for 
more information on the ride. 
 
Thanks again for all your efforts on behalf of the club 
to Harry, Ian and all the volunteers, who stepped up 
and gave a hand when we needed it without your 
help and support I am not sure what we would do  

Credits: Cover header, Fred Fortune, Cover 
Photo Lorin Guy, page 4 Ken Armann, pages 6-7 
Lorin Guy, Jerry Kaplan, Harry Bunting page 11 
Jerry Kaplan and Harry Bunting page 8-9 
Sportster Diana page 12 Jerry Kaplan 
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INOA and the NOC Events:   
 
 

The NCNOC is associated with the NOC of England (Norton Owner’s Club)  Af-
ter years of establishing ourselves as the Norton representatives in the USA we 
joined with the INOA (International Norton Owner’s Association). We highly en-
courage all members to join both organizations, for the benefits to you and your 
club.  
 

Coming events in the INOA: 
31

st 
Annual Lake O' the Pines Rallye 

Thursday, 1 October to Sunday, 4 October, 2015 
 

Dennis Tackett - Rallye Chairman 
The rally draws over 400 people displaying over 150 of the finest vintage motor-
cycles anywhere in the country.  Join us at Big Cypress Marina at Lake O' the 
Pines which is just outside of Jefferson, Texas.  Display your bike in the bike 
show, ride in the Rolling Concours and enjoy a weekend full of great entertain-
ment and fun. Information and entry see INOA Events page on the web site.  
 
 

Coming events  in the NOC:  
Isle of Wight Branch Hotel Weekend  

 

The Isle of Wight Branch invites you to this annual event  
Event details 
When: Sep 23, 2016 05:00 PM to   Sep 25, 2016 03:00 PM  
Where: Brunswick Hotel, Queens Road, Shanklin, Isle of Wight, PO37 6AN  
Contact Name: Graeme Mudge  
Contact Phone: 01983 400481  
The Isle of Wight Branch is holding its well established hotel weekend 
again.  The hotel has 25 rooms reserved for us for a short time only. The prices 
this year are £55 B&B pppn and £70 half board pppn and a £20 pp deposit is 
needed when booking. Please mention the Norton Owners Club to get the dis-
counted rates. 
 
 

 

You can join the NOC at:  
www.nortonownersclub.org/membership 

 
  

You can join the INOA:  
www. inoanorton.com/Membership/ 

mailto:g.mudge5863@googlemail.com
http://www.nortonownersclub.org/membership
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NCNOC      meeting: 6/9/2016        Special Note: 
 

Submitted for discussion :  by Lorin Guy NCNOC Newsletter editor and NCNOC 
Board member for 12 years.  
 

After occurrences at events this year it’s important we add to our club By-Laws as 
in keeping with that document we are posting this in the next three issues of the 
Norton Notice, and it will be brought up for discussion at the next three club meet-
ing, discussed and voted on if approved added to the by-Laws. See below for sec-
tion, and proposal.  
 
Purposed Addition to:  IX. Responsibilities of the Executive Committee:  
 
Section D. which currently reads: “The Committee shall make required ar-
rangements for the social and sporting activities of the Club,  
   
 The proposal would add,  Section D appendix 1:  
 
Club Equipment:   In the pursuit of activities, sporting or social any equip-
ment either owned by, or loaned to the club, be signed out by a member who 
takes responsibility and fiscal accountability for said equipment, including 
replacing lost or damaged equipment, and returning to designated keeper 

after the event. 
 
Club owned equipment is kept in the posses-
sion of and distributed by a club member des-
ignated annually by the board.  

Harry Bunting and pillion rider Ken Armann compete in 
the  grass games at the Feather River Rally. 
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Road Ramblings:  
I don't always ride my Norton, but when I do 
I take my tools and cellphone. 
 

Rally Chairperson: “Whew what a party” by Harry Bunting  
 

In summary, you never really know how a volunteer sponsored rally like this will 
turn out and previous INOA rally chairman’s told me that you have to put one of 
these on to fully understand how much work it takes to do it and your actions are 
constantly being scrutinized.  Yes, it did take a lot of work and I wanted everyone 
to have a great time with lots of different things always happening with no is-
sues.   
I hope it was fun for every single one of you and it was my pleasure serving you.   
I am amazed at the amount of 2016 INOA rally info on Facebook and You Tube 
Videos and it all appears to all be very positive.   Thanks’ so much.    
 

Thanks for everyone's help with the rally.  Here is the list of NCNOC people as I 
remember it, there were others who I am sure did rally tasks, so please forgive 
me if I missed you.   
 

Isabel Gloege, Ron Bastiaans, Ken and Cindy Armann, Ian Reddy and Erin Red-
dy, Lorin and Kathryn Guy, Fred and Cathleen Fortune, Mary and Gary Vogt, 
Leo and Pat Christianson, Tom and Liz Dable, George and Sachie Shoblo, Mar-
gie Siegal and Robert Briscoe, Frank and Elizabeth Recoder, Chuck and Stella 
Bohn, Bill and Bhabe Keegan, Jerry Kaplan, Linda Migliore.  Michael Sullivan. 
Charlie Brookman, David Warnes, Alan Goldwater, Gar Jorgenson,  
Thank you NCNOC members and volunteers for all your help.  
 

Stay tuned for Harry Buntings, HOW TO:  put 

on a Motorcycle Rally.  
A multi edition Norton Notice article outlining 
the blow by blow account of the amazing 
task of putting on a rally for 400 people.  
 

Ed. Note:  
The club owes a huge debt of gratitude to Harry Bunt-
ing and Isabel Gloege for taking on this task. It is for 
most people inconceivable the amount of hours it 
takes to put on a show or rally, it just  doesn’t happen.  
Harry and crew did an amazing job of organization and 
execution during rally week. Their efforts made our 
club again look amazing (which it is). But to shine so 
bright in the eyes of all the INOA chapters is quite a 
feat. The club would also like to thank all the sponsors 
and contributors, prizes raffle items  for helping make 
this event a success.  
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Motorcycle Logic:  Not sure if riding is good therapy or an addiction. 

Right: Suzi Greenway (INOA President)  
and Isabel Gloege  “Big Hug” Below: Event 
T-shirt design by NCNOC member Fred 
Fortune. 

Middle Right: Jerry Kaplan chatting 
at registration desk. Ken and Cindy 
Armann in background 
 
Middle Left: The Club Booth set up 
in the dining and meeting hall see 
special Club Sponsor for the rally 
Heidenau Tires. 
 
Left: Grass games registration 
booth and Mike Sullivan (back to 
camera).  
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Sign Up !! 
Electronic Norton Notice now available:  

Send a note that you want it send via E mail 
to::newsletter-editor@nortonclub.com 

Right: Isabel Gloege Har-
ry Bunting Phil Radford 
working to prep the Ice 
Cream Social evening at 
the Rally Hall.  
 

 
 

Lower:  Members Leo and 
Pat Christianson at their 
campsite. Both put in 
many hours volunteering 
at events and registration. 

Left:  members Jerry Grainger, 
Shirley Soucie and Don Danmeier at 
the Trivia night put on by Erin Ready 
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BSA Owner’s of NorCal Present  the  27th Annual 
ALL-BRITISH RIDE 

Saturday, November 5, 2016 
BRITISH BIKES ONLY! ***NO EXCEPTIONS*** 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Ride departs 10:00 am from 940 Seventh Street,  
Novato, Ca.  

 

DIRECTIONS: 
Highway 101, take the Downtown (DeLong) 
Exit Right on Novato Blvd., then right on 7th 

St.  
Meet in front of Novato Gymnastics Center 

 
Lunch tickets sold at sign-in, before the ride 

 
 -@$20 ea. 

 
 
 

DO NOT PARK BIKES OR TRUCKS  
IN THE GYMNASTICS CENTER PARKING 

LOT 
ON-STREET PARKING ONLY 

Bikes at the curb, Trucks/trailers use neighborhoods 
 

Lunch after the ride at   Stafford Lake Park 
 

Info:  Don Danmeier, 415-898-0330 
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Upper Left:  Dining /meeting hall 
dinner being served. 
 
Upper Right: Linda Migliore 
 
Left: Registration  Harry Bunting, 
Leo Christianson, Cindy Armann, 
Linda Migliore, Isable Gloege, 
Sachi Shoblo, Liz Sain-Dablel  
 
Lower Left: Ken Armann in the 
grass games.  
 
Lower Right Erin Ready and her 
Norton Trivial Night stumpers  
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Riding a Mercury                                                        By SportsterDiana 
 

      FRIDAY: With temperatures in the triple digits across the central valley and 
early start is the only thing that makes sense, for the bikes comfort as well as my 
own.  I've been riding the Mercury for a week, she is already packed and she 
starts on the first kick.  The marine layer hides the sun keeping temps down, and 
Friday traffic keeps the speeds down, a perfect start for taking it easy on the bike.  
Speed and temperature climb as I cross over Altamont into the fire fed haze of the 
central valley.  Crossing the valley floor it’s still not hot and the 650 vertical twin 
does an admirable job of keeping up with traffic, still it’s a relief to get off the inter-
states and into the mountains.  While there is a little pinging on some of the 
climbs, working the gears more keeps it at bae.  The light weight and good han-
dling of the featherbed frame makes the Mercury a real pleasure to ride, weaving 
through the towering trees alongside 108.  She took me up over the 6,000 foot 
mark no problem. 
 

At Dardanelle most of the club is still there with a mixture of old Norton, new Tri-
umphs and assorted opposed twins.  There are so many conversations to have, 
but the road calls and soon everyone is heading for the summit, and then on for 
ice cream I believe.  As tempting as that sounds, fishing up at Kennedy Meadows 
is what I really want to try.  As Ken is getting things ready I get to talk with several 
riders on the Jamestown HD weekend run.  They all remember Norton and a few 
are very impressed that one can be ridden from the bay area up to there.  
 

The short ride up to Kennedy Meadows is so pretty I almost regret my choice not 
to go over the summit.  Those thoughts quickly fad hiking out on a horse trail 
(watch your step!) to where the river is less crowded to fish.  It's like having a per-
sonal sized Yosemite all to ourselves.  Ken was fishing, and got one nice one.  
The fish all saw me coming and while I never came close to catching one, I got 
pretty good at baiting the hook each time they picked it clean.  It was getting late 
and we only had time for a short visit with everyone on the way back down so we 
could get to the outdoor theater 25 miles down the mountain.  Just to put the final 
touch on a great day I was lucky 
enough to see two shooting 
stars before packing it in. 
 

SATURDAY greeted me with 54 
degrees in the morning.  The 
Merc started on the first kick, 
fluttered a bit, and died.  On the 
second kick we were off and 
running in search of gas.  125 
miles on the tank and she took 
2.7 gallons, though I might have 
filled her just a hair more than I 
did on the way up.  Another cou-
ple of miles down 108 some 
deer with white on their backside 
decided to make an appear-
ance, thankfully they kept the 
white part facing the road.   

9 

 

Fred’s Garage Tips: • 
An old turkey baster makes a great tool to quickly remove oil from a 
difficult to drain primary (tube frame bikes) or oil bag. If you need 
more reach slip a length of clear tubing over the end. 
Thanks to  Fred Fourtune, Diana Pettijohn, “Sportster Diana” and Ken Armann of Ken Armann Classic 
Motorcycle Restoration. 

Riding a Mercury: cont.  
 
It seemed too soon that the road flattened out and warmed up, so I thought I 
would stop at McDs in Oakdale to get a quick bite and change gloves.   
 

Traffic east bound was already backing up and the parking lot at McDs was be-
yond packed so I rode on past and stopped in some shade on the east side of 
town to swap to my summer gloves. 
 

When I got back to the faster paced roads I had a bit of luck, a classic car, proba-
bly late 40s was going my way and made the perfect pace car.  I was able to fol-
low him to Tracy where I stopped for gas.  I thought about staying with him to Liv-
ermoor but I knew on Altamont I would want to set my own pace, faster than he 
was going to avoid third gear.  At the station I ran into a guy riding a better than 
new 2001 RC51.  Not normally a bike that attracts me but this one was beautiful.  
We stood in the shade and talked bikes for a bit, but the temp was only going up 
so it was time to get back on the road.  The Merc had be flawless all this way, so 
I guess I can't complain that when I got back up to speed the speedo needle was 
waving back and forth covering a 40mph sweep on the face.  Ten miles later it fell 
dead leaving me guessing at my speed going up Altamont in 4th the whole way.  
After that is was a small shock to find a cold headwind on the Sanol grade that 
left me in the slow lane using 3rd gear for the second half of the climb.   
 

With that the trip should be over, and me saying how great the bike did for a 46 
year old British 650cc twin, and it did do great.  There was one more test though, 
one I hadn't planned.  The swerve test.  On 680 just as I was coming into the val-
ley, some cager digging in her purse swerved half way into my lane, it was really 
handy to be so familiar with the bike now for a very fast dive out of the way. 
 

 
 

 

Page8: Ken Armann’s Norton Mercury 
 

Right: Looking over the handle bars 
on the Mercury 
 

Trip 375 approx., mileage averaged 
out at 48.5 
 

Ride and a stop up at the Dardanelle 
Camp Out with the NCNOC  


