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NORTON NOTICE:
Published by the Northern California Norton
Owner’s Club, its purpose is to inform and
entertain the club members. The Norton
Notice is a reflection of the readership who
are encouraged to submit articles, technical
tips, photographs (original or otherwise).
The Norton Notice prefers contributions
submitted electronically. Send to
sportsterdiana@yahoo.com. The NCNOC/
Norton Notice Newsletter accepts ads from
qualified business for the purpose of information for the readership. Acceptance and
publication of ads is in no way meant to be
an endorsement of or a recommendation,
for service. The Club does not accept any
responsibility for the qualifications of or reliability of advertisers.
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MEMBERSHIP:
The Northern California Norton Owners Club
is open to all British motorcycle enthusiasts.
Membership and renewals can be paid for
via our web site and is available for $25 per
year. Membership offers a wide range of
benefits including the mailed Norton Notice,
website, yahoo group, Social activities, Tech
sessions and Monthly rides.

Rides-coordinator@nortonclub.com

Advertising:
Ads are $100.00 per 1/4 page for the year.
Contact the Editor for information and pricing on lager ads.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:
The Club gratefully acknowledges the work
of Fred Fortune (Fortune2.com) for the designs used in this journal and on the club
web site. Website program is thanks to club
member Ian Reddy.
See us at www.nortonclub.com and join
our Yahoo group for information and
club activities at NorCalNOC@yahoogroups.com

AFFILIATIONS:
The NCNOC is affiliated with both the
Norton Owner’s Club of England (NOC)
http://nortonownersclub.org/ and the
International Norton Owner’s Association
(INOA) http://inoanorton.com/
HONORARY MEMBERS:
Ray Abrams, Robert Bausch, Jerry Kaplan,
Bill Knight, Maya Lai, Brian Slark, & Dick
Slusher

All rights reserved © NCNOC 2017 no
part can be reproduced without permission.
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Upcoming Events
March

25 Clubman Show
26 Morning After Ride

April

8 Meeting@Ken’s Shop at 11AM
16 The Goldwater Ride

May

5 & 6 Quail Lodge Event Carmel Valley
11 Meeting@Swiss Park
14 Ride Mt Hamilton Ride

June

8 Meeting@Swinging Door
11 Hwy Cleanup and Ride

July

13 Meeting@Round Table
16 I Didn't Make the Rally Ride
17-21 INOA Rally Glen Maury Campground,
Buena Vista, VA

Aug

10-13 Dardanelle Resort Camp-Out
(meeting on 12)
20 Hwy Cleanup

Sept

14 Meeting@Swinging Door
17 Delta Ride

Oct

1 AGM and Ride
15 Hwy Cleanup

Nov

4 All Britt Ride (Points Ride)
9 Meeting@Swiss Park

Dec

3 Christmas Party and Meeting
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Welcome to a new year seems like
it was just Christmas. With the soggy weather we are having it was
good to see so many shows up for
our two rides so far. If you haven't
joined us yet, drain the sump then
top off the oil, air up the tires and
join us for the Morning After Ride!
Due to damage from all the storms
it appears that our riding roads are
going to be a challenge this
year. Any suggestions for open
routs that have been scouted would

be appreciated; you could be a ride
leader!
We could always use more help
with both The Clubman Show and
the Quail Lodge event. Hopefully
we will have a great turnout for both
events as it is the 50th anniversary
of the Commando, get your Quail
tickets on line and use the promo
code from the website (seems a bit
pricey however lunch makes it
great) and we will have a display
area for our club bikes. Weather
has always been excellent not too
hot or cold so if you have not made
it before you should do so this year.
This summer should be really excellent with all the wet weather do
your best to join us. Fishing at the
Dardanelle resort should be really
great so make it a point to join
us August 10-13th. The 12th being
the heaviest meteor shower night of
the year, so come and watch the
sky fall!!!
I hope this finds everyone well and
hope to see you all soon.
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Meeting Minutes
Minutes for January 12th submitted by SportsterDiana
·
·

·

·
·
·
·

13 attending, one rode.
The topic was raised of moving the monthly club meetings to
Saturdays. The locations proposed, based on weather, are Alice's when it’s nice, and Ken's shop when the weather is bad.
Over 40 Commando's already lined up for the 50th anniversary
of the Commando at the Quail lodge. Lorin is trying to get the
NCNOC a larger booth, so we can display more vintage nonCommando's.
At the Clubman show our club will be displaying Commando's for
the 50th, and to also spread the word about the Quail event.
Maya will be made an honorary member of the NCNOC.
The highway cleanup on the 15th is postponed due to the wet
conditions.
The Polar Bear ride will take place as planned on the 15th.

Minutes for Feb 9th submitted by SportsterDiana
·
·
·

·

·
·

9 attending, one rode.
Thank you from Ken to the brave souls that went out in the storm
to attend this meeting.
No vote was taken on the topic of moving the monthly club meetings to Saturdays. Please keep thinking it over since this is a
major change we need to vote on.
Please try and help out at the club booth during the Clubman
show our club. We need people for all times to man the booth,
sell shirts and sign up members.
The Quail lodge event will be here before you know it, be sure to
get your tickets. This is the one to go to for Norton fans.
The ride on the 12th will be determined based on what roads are
open.
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From the Road
By Bruce Chamberlin

Back in the mid-80s, a few other NCNOC members and I decided to
ride 2000 miles to a USNOA/Canadian NOA rally in the Ozarks of
Missouri. It was a predictably eventful ride as we nursed our scooters along the way. After a storm and flash-flood cut our first riding
day short on the way home, we wanted to make up time. We rode
from Tucumcari, NM to Barstow, CA the next day. After a mere 800
miles or so, Dave Kerst said he had to take a break. We pulled off at
a rest area in Barstow. This was the same time as Sturgis so there
were a lot of bikes on the road. Dave rolled out his sleeping bag and
took his place with the many others. Me, I'm a kid from northern
Michigan and see no sense in sharing the desert floor with rattlesnakes and scorpions. I climbed atop the service building roof and
looked up at the stars. Before long, I heard that familiar sound ...
Tsch, tsch, tsch, tsch ... Suddenly there were grumblings from
down below accompanied by
flying sleeping bags and that
persistent, threatening sound ...
Tsch, tsch, tsch, tsch ... There
was no diamondback, just an
array of Rainbird™ sprinklers
to keep the grass green!
That's one memory from that
road trip. Other good ones
too. ~The End
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On any Sunday when there is
not a club event somewhere
else, you’re almost certain to
find a few NCNOC members up
at Alice’s. Bikes in the east lot
made it clear a walk across the
street to say hi was in order.
This is who I found from left to
right, Ann, Ray, Liz, Linda, Isabel, Isabel's long riding son,
Harry, David, Dave, Carolyn
and John on his Velo.
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Polar Bear Ride January 15th
By SportsterDiana

While a lot dark overcast greeted those heading to the Polar Bear ride the
weather was vastly better than it had been a week earlier and no rain gear
was needed. Hwy 84 East of Skyline was down to one lane due to a slide
that took part of the road in last week’s storms. Hwy 9 fared better, and the
large slide that had blocked it was cleared leaving both lanes open. Climbing up it didn't take long to break through the overcast and ride out into the
light of the sun, hanging low in the south. Clouds and fog covered the landscape below on either side of the road hiding the land scape with an almost
a snowy look.
Getting there before 10 left time for coffee and chatting while everyone
showed up in ones or twos, some not making it until after 11. There were
eight of us around the table in the back Alice's warmed, nicely by the heaters above. From left to right are Harry, Dave, Isabel, Liz, Lawrence, Tom
and Frank. Out in the lot on the other side of hwy35 the bikes were paired
up, two classic Nortons, two BMW R80G/Ses and two modern Triumph
twins and all parked together in the clubs normal area next to the northern
exit. The Nortons which included Frank's SilverBullet were getting their fair
share of looks from the handful of other riders milling around, they were the
oldest bikes in the lot.
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On a personal note, 11 years ago I took my first polar bear ride with the
NCNOC. It was also my first club ride on my just acquired P-11. The bike
was perfect, though that was not something it would be very often for club
events, and I had a great time. Over the years it was a great source of entertainment as the bike found simple ways, like broken clutch cables, to
unbelievable things like broken wields on the carb, to keep me from getting
to meetings riding it. This year I again rode the bike on the Polar Bear ride,
and it did well. It started in 3 kicks leaving with several people watching. I
got home fine, but the clutch I had been nursing along for years was finally
done. Two days later it got the new clutch I'd bought for it years ago, and
then to my surprise, on Wednesday I sold it. She is on her way to the
mother land; hopefully a picture of her in front of the Ace Cafe will come
back to us.
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2016 INOA Feather River Rally Summary Part 2
By Harry Bunting

2) Next, I needed to find out what having a rally at the Quincy, CA. Plumas
County Fairgrounds really meant?
The rally "site", included tent and RV camping at a per night cost, bathrooms with showers, a big building with air conditioning, tables, chairs, video screen, kitchen,
Elks club beer garden but no sewer connections for RV's, and a giant field
for Field Events and lots of space and extra buildings. And, it included a
well banked car flat track right next door that was ready to go.
All this at very reasonable cost,
attendees had to pay tent or RV
camping separately in addition to
the rally fee and we had to rent a
giant dumpster for our garbage.
Turns out, I really needed a dumpster about 3 times larger than what
we received. Alan Goldwater paid
the initial cleaning deposit and we
had the site. Little did I know, our
2016 INOA rally was only 7 days
after 15k people had come to the
fairgrounds for a Music Festival
and they literally trashed the joint.
The music promoters spent a week
cleaning up; overall, I would never
have guessed this had even happened if they didn't tell me.
When our INOA rally started, we
did have some bathroom functionality and cleanliness issues but
overall it was a wonderful rally site.
Make sure the INOA/AMA fills out
the AMA insurance forms correctly,
hint, hint.
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petition issues
I saw at previous rallies.
You will have completely different
accommodation issues at your
INOA rally, potentially renting a
high cost tent, so choose your rally
site very carefully and understand
your rally site pros and cons before
committing.
Continues with Part 3 in the next issue.

Thanks John Stephanic and Oran
Morrison from the Quincy Plumas
County Fairgrounds, we appreciated all your help.
Remember, the INOA and AMA
has rules about serving alcohol at
the rally so make sure you understand them. Using the Elks club
met the requirement, but, the Elks
were a little unhappy with us, we
didn't drink much beer and went to
bed at 9:00 PM. Yes, we are getting old and many rally attendees
stayed in Quincy Motels.
We didn't have a breakfast food
truck until Tuesday, and overall
they didn't sell as many breakfast
burritos as they would have liked,
but they were also our Caterer so
they were very busy and I enjoyed
working with Adrienne and Kent
from "Southern Accent".
We had multiple food truck vendor
offers but I chose to stick with just
one vendor and not deal with com11
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The Sweetheart Ride...NOT! February 12th
By SportsterDiana

The rain let up for the February ride, so all that was left for Tom, the ride
leader, to do was figure out what roads were left we could actually ride on.
Our traditional ride up Niles Canyon was out since that road was closed.
With 9 closed in two places, Hwy 35 closed south of 9, 84 east of 35 down
to one lane, and mud nearly every place else it was decided to meet up at
Alice's. The open routes were Page Mill, Alpine, Kings Mt, 84 from the
west and 35 from the north.
The ride up Page Mill was fairly clear, only a few places with water running
across the road, or mud standing in it. As we arrived at Alice’s there were
more adventure/supermoto bikes than any other class of motorcycle.
When it was all said and done we
had a decent showing though, 4
Nortons, 3 modern Triumphs, 2
BMWs and a Moto Guzzi 500.
They found a table big enough for
us and tales were told and we ate.
Going back down 84 there was a
long delay at one lane section, but
after that it was clear sailing. Ducking out Sand Hill kept us on better
roads for just a little longer before
the freeway run back home.
It may be hard to believe that
spring is coming with our weather
lately, but the dead mosquito on
my visor assures me it’s on the
way!
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Seven of the nine brave souls that went out in the storm for the February at Swiss
Park in Fremont. (Above)
Blast from the past, Feb 12th, 2007. (Below)

Classifieds
Want to Buy: 1960 or newer Norton ES2. Prefer fully restored example in
#2 condition or better. Must be in excellent condition and roadworthy.
Serious cash buyer. Contact Michael Roberts at 360-892-5421.
Email michael.roberts@comcast.net
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Membership Application to the Northern California Norton Owner’s Club

Membership cost is $25.00 per year and includes a subscription to the
Norton Notice, a publication which provides an enormous wealth of
information to Norton owners, announces and re-caps of club events.
I hereby apply for Membership in the Northern California Norton Owners
Club (NCNOC)
Name_______________________________________________________
Phone______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
City_____________________________________________ State______
Zip______________ E-Mail_____________________________________
This is a new ____ renewal ____ application.
Norton(s) owned:
Year _____ Model ________________________
Year _____ Model ________________________
The undersigned applicant certifies that he or she is a legal resident of the US over the age of
18, has a valid motorcycle driver’s license, and will use legally required safety equipment in
connection with club activities. Participant does hereby execute this release, waiver, and indemnification for himself or herself and his or hers, successors, representatives, and as-signs,
and hereby agrees and represents as follows: To release the Northern California Nor-ton Owners Club (the Club) and its officers, agents and members from any and all liability, loss, damage, costs, claims, and/or cause of action, including but not limited to all bodily injuries and
property damage arising out of participation in the club’s activities, it being specifically understood that such activities include the operation and use by applicant and others of motorcycles.
The undersigned further agrees to indemnify the club and its officers, agents, and members
and hold them harmless for the results of the undersigned’s participation in those activities.
This indemnification shall include attorney’s fees incurred in defending any claim or judgment
and incurred in the negotiation of any settlement. It is understood and agreed that the undersigned shall have the opportunity to consent to any settlement; provided, however, that such
consent shall not be unreasonably withheld.

I have read and agree to the additional terms and conditions set forth on all parts of
this application. Other affiliated clubs and organizations are also represented and
protected by this release.
Applicants Signature and date (required)
___________________________________________________________________

Make your check for $25 payable to:
Northern California Norton Owners Club
Send all applications & inquiries to Treasurer
Alan Goldwater 1780 Chanticleer Ave. Santa Cruz Ca. 95062
You can also join on line at nortonclub.com and use credit card through our pay pal account.

Join our club Yahoo group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NorCalNOC/
The NCNOC is associated with both the NOC and the INOA You can join the INOA
and the NOC from our website at Nortonclub.com
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