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The Northern California Norton Owner’s Club  

2017 Club Executive Board and  

Members in Service 

President: 

• Ken Armann 

• 851 B McGlincey Ln. Campbell, CA. 

95008 408-626-001 

• KenArmann@Gmail.com 

Vice President: 

• SportsterDiana 

• vice-president@nortonclub.com 

Treasurer/Membership: 

• Alan Goldwater  

• treasurer@nortonclub.com 

Secretary/Editor: 

• SportsterDiana 

• sportsterdiana@yahoo.com 
 

Members in Service: 

Web Master: 

• Ian Reddy 408-218-1087 

• webmaster@nortonclub.com 

Regalia Manager: 

• TBD 

• quartermaster@nortonclub.com 

Rides Coordinator:  

• TBD 

• Rides-coordinator@nortonclub.com 

NORTON NOTICE: 

Published by the Northern California Norton 

Owner’s Club, its purpose is to inform and 

entertain the club members. The Norton 

Notice is a reflection of the readership who 

are encouraged to submit articles, technical 

tips, photographs (original or otherwise). 

The Norton Notice prefers contributions 

submitted electronically. Send to 

sportsterdiana@yahoo.com. The NCNOC/

Norton Notice Newsletter accepts ads from 

qualified business for the purpose of infor-

mation for the readership. Acceptance and 

publication of ads is in no way meant to be 

an endorsement of or a recommendation, 

for service. The Club does not accept any 

responsibility for the qualifications of or relia-

bility of advertisers. 

MEMBERSHIP: 

The Northern California Norton Owners Club 

is open to all British motorcycle enthusiasts. 

Membership and renewals can be paid for 

via our web site and is available for $25 per 

year. Membership offers a wide range of 

benefits including the mailed Norton Notice, 

website, yahoo group, Social activities, Tech 

sessions and Monthly rides.  

AFFILIATIONS:  

The NCNOC is affiliated with both the  

Norton Owner’s Club of England (NOC)  

http://nortonownersclub.org/ and the  

International Norton Owner’s Association 

(INOA) http://inoanorton.com/  

 

HONORARY MEMBERS:  

Ray Abrams, Robert Bausch, Jerry Kaplan, 

Bill Knight, Maya Lai, Brian Slark, & Dick 

Slusher 

Advertising:  

Ads are $100.00 per 1/4 page for the year. 

Contact the Editor for information and pric-

ing on lager ads.   

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:  

The Club gratefully acknowledges the work 

of Fred Fortune (Fortune2.com) for the de-

signs used in this journal and on the club 

web site. Website program is thanks to club 

member Ian Reddy.  

See us at www.nortonclub.com and join 

our Yahoo group for information and 

club activities at NorCal-

NOC@yahoogroups.com  

 

All rights reserved © NCNOC 2017 no 

part can be reproduced without per-

mission. 
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Membership Application to the Northern California Norton Owner’s Club  

Membership cost is $25.00 per year and includes a subscription to the 

Norton Notice, a publication which provides an enormous wealth of 

information to Norton owners, announces and re-caps of club events.  

I hereby apply for Membership in the Northern California Norton Owners 

Club (NCNOC)  

Name_______________________________________________________ 

Phone______________________________________________________  

Address ____________________________________________________  

City_____________________________________________ State______ 

Zip______________ E-Mail_____________________________________  
 

This is a new ____ renewal ____ application.  

Norton(s) owned:  Year _____ Model ________________________  

   Year _____ Model ________________________  

The undersigned applicant certifies that he or she is a legal resident of the US over the age of 

18, has a valid motorcycle driver’s license, and will use legally required safety equipment in 

connection with club activities. Participant does hereby execute this release, waiver, and in-

demnification for himself or herself and his or hers, successors, representatives, and as-signs, 

and hereby agrees and represents as follows: To release the Northern California Nor-ton Own-

ers Club (the Club) and its officers, agents and members from any and all liability, loss, dam-

age, costs, claims, and/or cause of action, including but not limited to all bodily injuries and 

property damage arising out of participation in the club’s activities, it being specifically under-

stood that such activities include the operation and use by applicant and others of motorcycles. 

The undersigned further agrees to indemnify the club and its officers, agents, and members 

and hold them harmless for the results of the undersigned’s participation in those activities. 

This indemnification shall include attorney’s fees incurred in defending any claim or judgment 

and incurred in the negotiation of any settlement. It is understood and agreed that the under-

signed shall have the opportunity to consent to any settlement; provided, however, that such 

consent shall not be unreasonably withheld.  

I have read and agree to the additional terms and conditions set forth on all parts of 

this application. Other affiliated clubs and organizations are also represented and 

protected by this release.  

Applicants Signature and date (required)  
 

___________________________________________________________________  

Make your check for $25 payable to:  

Northern California Norton Owners Club  

Send all applications & inquiries to Treasurer  

Alan Goldwater 1780 Chanticleer Ave. Santa Cruz Ca. 95062  
You can also join on line at nortonclub.com and use credit card through our pay pal account.  

Join our club Yahoo group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NorCalNOC/  
 

The NCNOC is associated with both the NOC and the INOA You can join the INOA 

and the NOC from our website at Nortonclub.com  
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The Northern California Norton Owner’s Club  

Classifieds 

Do you have something to sell? Something you are looking for? Email the 

editor with details for a free classified add. 

(Club or Norton Related Please!) 

3 

The Northern California Norton Owner’s Club  

Upcoming Events 

Dec      16  Christmas Party and Meeting 

   @ 1260 Pine Ave, San Jose, CA 95125 

Dec      17  Freeze Ride up Mount Umunhum 

   Starts @ Hult’s in Los Gatos - 10AM 
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The Northern California Norton Owner’s Club  

It is with a heavy heart I bring the 

news of one of the very best 

among us has passed away Harry 

Bunting who has been and incredi-

ble help and backer of the club has 

died. 

Harry was always the guy helping 

out be it running the club or cook-

ing Spaghetti with Isabel in the tiny 

motor home at the Dardanelle. He 

was always there at our events to 

lend a hand and be the quiet sup-

port we knew we could count on. I 

took over the club when he asked 

me to pitch in and I knew with eve-

rything else he had going I needed 

to step up, he said he would back 

me to the end of the earth and he 

did. He was kind and funny without 

being brash and loud something it 

is tough to do in a motorcycle club. 

He put on the very best rally I have 

ever been to last year and most 

everyone I have spoken with about 

the rally agrees. He will be greatly 

missed by all of us and I wish to 

express my heartfelt thanks to all 

for your outpouring of love.  

I wish to express my thanks and 

love for Isabel for all she had done 

for us and Harry if there is any way 

I or we as a club can help please let 
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The Northern California Norton Owner’s Club  

12) At the 2015 INOA Rally in Asheville, I got on their stage describing the 

2016 INOA rally and indicated we would have Flat Track Racing at the 2016 

INOA rally in Quincy. I knew it might not happen, and I felt like a typical 

presidential candidate telling a fib, and in September 2015, the Quincy, 

"American Valley Speedway" promotor indicated there were No plans for 

any racing during our 2016 INOA rally. Bummer! Then, out of the blue sky, I 

got a call indicating racing would occur on Saturday night July 16, around 6 

PM after the rally was over. Bummer! Then, I waited a little longer and got 

another call indicating car flat track racing on Friday July 15th at about 6:00 

PM as well as Saturday at 6:00 PM. Whoopee! I actually told the truth and 

had nothing to do with it. Thank goodness the building we had the rally ban-

quet was somewhat sound insulated. I am not sure how this all happened 

but I would like to thank all those involved and I saw many people go to the 

racetrack after the final banquet. Thanks Quincy and American Valley 

Speedway especially Judi Madden. 

In summary, you never really know how a volunteer sponsored rally like this 

will turn out and previous INOA rally chairman’s told me that you have to 

put one of these on to fully understand how much work it takes to do it and 

your actions are constantly being scrutinized. Yes, it did take a lot of work 

and I wanted everyone to have a great time with lots of different things al-

ways happening with no issues. I hope it was fun for every single one of 

you and it was my pleasure serving you. I am amazed at the amount of 

2016 INOA rally info on Facebook and You Tube Videos and it all appears 

to all be very positive. Thanks’ so much. 

Best Regards,       

Harry Bunting - 2016 INOA Feather River Rally Chairman 
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The Northern California Norton Owner’s Club  

bikes behind you, what a thrill! Mike Sullivan, Lorin & Kathryn Guy and Leo 

Christianson from the NCNOC volunteered as chase drivers. We had other 

anonymous chase drivers, I will never know who they were? One bike ran 

out of gas outside town. One minor slide out and I didn't hear about any 

other issues. Although we had a "gate" guard, we didn't really need them 

and let him go on Thursday.  

11) I watched the 2015 Concours in Asheville carefully, they marked each 

bike with a letter for bike category with entry number and had a simple bal-

let for People’s Choice Judging. I emulated their process at Quincy as best I 

could but we didn't have their cute little colored boxes. You need lots of vol-

unteers to make this happen, so plan for it. In retrospect, we did have some 

issues with bike categories, some categories were too broad like the Com-

mando Class's and one category excluded Commando's altogether. I rec-

ommend the INOA develop an approved rally Concourse motorcycles list to 

reduce this confusion but do not generate too many categories. I also had 

second and third place on the ballet, which made people do more work 

judging the bikes, yada yada yada. I would not do that again, just have one 

bike winner on the ballet, 2nd and 3rd place based on the weighed tally. 

The 1st Place Concours Plaques from the 2015 Asheville rally where abso-

lutely stunning and were made by some special individual in the Georgia 

Norton Club. I knew we could not do that so I had to find a trophy/plaque 

company to make all of them. Every-

one told me to get plaques because 

they are easier to carry around on a 

motorcycle and you just hang them 

on the wall to get them out of the 

way. I tried the company in NY the 

Asheville rally used for plaques but I 

got the best deal and great quality 

from the company I used at the 2005 

INOA rally in Lake Selmac, "Botkin 

Trophies and Laser Engraving". I 

would recommend them, you do 

have choices but remember trophy 

costs can escalate quickly. We used 

"QualityLapelPins.com" in Colorado 

for the rally pins and they were on 

time, high quality and reasonable 

price.  
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The Northern California Norton Owner’s Club  

us do for you, we will always consider you our family and want you to know 

we are here for you. 

I like to think Harry has gone to the place where his Norton never: runs out 

of gas, breaks down, or gets a ticket! 

God love you, we do. 
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The Northern California Norton Owner’s Club  

By Margie 

Robert Briscoe 1946-2017 

 

 In 1983, I was spending too much time hanging out at 

Berkeley's Britbike shop, TT Motors. At the time I was riding a 

500 cc Moto Guzzi to work as a printing press operator. TT 

Motors would sometimes have a Not So Annual Picnic. Of 

course I went-- and there was a tall bearded man in a Belstaff 

jacket, riding a black Interstate Mark III. Robert was a third 

generation San Franciscan, a craftsman of the old school, a 

sailor and Britbike rider. At the time I met him, he was running 

his own print shop and living nearby in San Francisco's Rich-

mond district. 

 Robert Briscoe had bought the Interstate several years 

earlier from friend Tom Skillington. He joined the Norton club 

at a time when raucous meetings were held at San Francisco's 

Edinburg Castle, and Japanese motorcycle owners found their 

rides on picnic tables during campouts. He fit right in. Robert 

edited the Norton Notice for a while. He talked me into buying 

my own Norton. 

 Later, he moved to Alameda, and bought a house there. 

Although he detoured into sailing wooden boats, Robert kept 

his Norton. After he retired, he started talking about restoring 

and riding it. Although his last ten years were marked by re-

peated medical issues, Robert  did what he could and re-

mained optimistic.  

 Robert has now gone on to his next adventure. He was 

quite a guy.  
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The Northern California Norton Owner’s Club  

Favill. It seemed like a good idea at the time, we had an NCNOC member 

who worked for United Airlines get John Favill from Milwaukee to Reno on 

"Standby" at a much favorable cost so we went with that. It was very 

thoughtful contribution, Thanks Charlie. I didn't even know Peter Williams 

but John Favill gave me his phone number and email so I called him and for 

some time we talked about Peter flying to California until we heard it would 

cost ~$10k. Whoops, lets try something else, how about Skype? Peter 

agreed, now I had a working plan. I brought up a pretty fast PC to the rally, 

tested it with the Quincy Fairgrounds Internet ($25/week) and a T-Mobile 

Hotspot and tried Skyping Peter Williams using either method; total failure, 

the data rate was too slow. Again, Ian came through with his high speed hot 

spot and it worked great and it was just in time. Thanks Ian. As you might 

already know, John Favill, could not get a connecting flight from Denver to 

Reno so he didn't come to the rally at all, however, I knew he was disap-

pointed so I needed a new plan. At 3:00 AM Wednesday morning after 

sweating bullets, a few hours before John was supposed to speak I came 

up with the idea that John would talk on the phone, the output would be 

shared to the audience via an audio amplifier plugged into my phone. So at 

8:30 AM Wednesday morning, Peter Williams was live on Skype, everyone 

could see him on the large screen and no jittering. I had prearranged all the 

questions to keep the conversation flowing. I called up John Favill and he 

was ready to go and had a prepared speech. I previously rented a 4 speak-

er sound system in Quincy and the vendor hooked the whole thing up and 

we used a guitar amplifier as the phone amplifier. It all worked out, John 

and Peter both talked for about 1 1/2 hours. I was very pleased with the 

outcome and so was the audience! I was so excited I went on the La Porte 

ride. If you are going to do something like this at your next INOA rally, make 

sure you pretest all your electronic gadgets at the rally site and make re-

quired adjustments and have an electronic guru available. Always think 

about potential disasters and possible alternatives. We had lots of tech 

Speakers, some were planned and some just did it on the spot including: 

Alan Goldwater, Ken Armann, Jim Comstock, Ken Bucannan, Doug Tows-

ley, Owen GreenField, Jeremy Doe, John Favill and Peter Williams. Thank 

you tech speakers everyone was very enjoyable and the topics were all 

very interesting.  

10) I was told again and again we needed rally ride leaders and SAG Wag-

ons planned well before the rally. Frank Recoder from the NCNOC accept-

ed the challenge to lead the "Antelope Lake" ride and Jerry Kaplan from the 

NCNOC accepted the "La Porte/Bucks Lake" ride. Yours truly led the 

"Moment of Thunder" main ride to Portola Park. Nothing like having 200 
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8) I had to think of an exciting way to get NCNOC club members to volun-

teer for helping out with the rally. I used our NCNOC website as well as e-

mails and club meetings to get rally volunteers. Volunteers signed up in 

droves but I wanted to make sure they were recognized so we published all 

their names on the rally website and in the NCNOC Notice well before the 

rally. That seemed to clinch the deal and I even had Volunteer requests 

from other clubs as well. Thanks for everyone's help with the rally. Here is 

the list of NCNOC people as I remember it, there were others who I am 

sure did rally tasks, so please forgive me if I missed you. Isabel Gloege, 

Ron Bastiaans, Ken and Cindy Armann, Ian Reddy and Erin Reddy, Lorin 

and Kathryn Guy, Fred and Cathleen Fortune, Mary and Gary Vogt, Leo 

and Pat Christianson, Tom and Liz Dable, George and Sachie Shobl, Mar-

gie Siegal and Robert Briscoe, Frank and Elizabeth Recoder, Chuck and 

Stella Bohn, Bill and Bhabe Keegan, Jerry Kaplan, Linda Migliore. Michael 

Sullivan. Charlie Brookman, David Warnes, Alan Goldwater, Thank you 

NCNOC volunteers for all your help.  

9) I met John Favill (Norton Com-

mando Design Engineer) at the 2015 

INOA rally and asked him to come to 

our rally in 2016. He was very excit-

ed about coming. He indicated he 

knew Peter Williams (1973 Isle of 

Man Winner) and Jeremy Doe 

(Access Norton Website). Well, I 

said to myself, I want ALL of them at 

our 2016 INOA rally as Guest of 

Honor speakers! This turned out to 

be one of my most difficult tasks; I 

spent lots of time planning this and 

at the last minute, it almost all fell 

apart. Jeremy Doe was a no brainer 

and he only had to drive from the LA 

area, he preregistered early and was 

willing to speak and work with John 

By Harry Bunting 

2016 INOA Feather River Rally  
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