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November/December 2018 & January 2019

The Northern California Norton Owner’s Club

2019 Club Executive Board
President:
• Ken Armann (408-626-0061)

•

KenArmann@Gmail.com
VP/Treasurer/Secretary:
• Alan Goldwater

•
•

treasurer@nortonclub.com

•

editor@nortonclub.com

vice-president@nortonclub.com
Editor:
• TBD

NORTON NOTICE:
Published by the Northern California Norton
Owner’s Club, its purpose is to inform and
entertain the club members. The Norton
Notice is a reflection of the readership who
are encouraged to submit articles, technical
tips, photographs (original or otherwise).
The Norton Notice prefers contributions
submitted electronically. Send to
sportsterdiana@yahoo.com. The NCNOC/
Norton Notice Newsletter accepts ads from
qualified business for the purpose of information for the readership. Acceptance and
publication of ads is in no way meant to be
an endorsement of or a recommendation,
for service. The Club does not accept any
responsibility for the qualifications of or reliability of advertisers.

Members in Service:
Web Master:
• Ian Reddy 408-218-1087

•

webmaster@nortonclub.com
Regalia Manager:
• Ken Armann

•

quartermaster@nortonclub.com
Rides Coordinator:
• Alan & Tom

•

Rides-coordinator@nortonclub.com
Highway Clean-Up Coordinators:
• Lorin & Kathryn Guy

•

Loringuy@yahoo.com
Graphic Designer:
• Frederick Fortune

MEMBERSHIP:
The Northern California Norton Owners Club
is open to all British motorcycle enthusiasts.
Membership and renewals can be paid for
via our web site and is available for $25 per
year. Membership offers a wide range of
benefits including the mailed Norton Notice,
website, yahoo group, Social activities, Tech
sessions and Monthly rides.

•

Frederick@fortune2.com

Advertising:
Ads are $100.00 per 1/4 page for the year.
Contact the Editor for information and pricing on lager ads.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:
The Club gratefully acknowledges the work
of Fred Fortune (Fortune2.com) for the designs used in this journal and on the club
web site. Website program is thanks to club
member Ian Reddy.
See us at www.nortonclub.com and join
our Yahoo group for information and
club activities at NorCalNOC@yahoogroups.com

AFFILIATIONS:
The NCNOC is affiliated with both the
Norton Owner’s Club of England (NOC)
http://nortonownersclub.org/ and the
International Norton Owner’s Association
(INOA) http://inoanorton.com/
HONORARY MEMBERS:
Ray Abrams, Robert Bausch, Jerry Kaplan,
Bill Knight, Maya Lai, Brian Slark, & Dick
Slusher

All rights reserved © NCNOC 2017 no
part can be reproduced without permission.
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Membership Application to the Northern California Norton Owner’s Club

Membership cost is $25.00 per year and includes a subscription to the
Norton Notice, a publication which provides an enormous wealth of
information to Norton owners, announces and re-caps of club events.
I hereby apply for Membership in the Northern California Norton Owners
Club (NCNOC)
Name_______________________________________________________
Phone______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
City_____________________________________________ State______
Zip______________ E-Mail_____________________________________
This is a new ____ renewal ____ application.
Norton(s) owned:
Year _____ Model ________________________
Year _____ Model ________________________
The undersigned applicant certifies that he or she is a legal resident of the US over the age of
18, has a valid motorcycle driver’s license, and will use legally required safety equipment in
connection with club activities. Participant does hereby execute this release, waiver, and indemnification for himself or herself and his or hers, successors, representatives, and as-signs,
and hereby agrees and represents as follows: To release the Northern California Nor-ton Owners Club (the Club) and its officers, agents and members from any and all liability, loss, damage, costs, claims, and/or cause of action, including but not limited to all bodily injuries and
property damage arising out of participation in the club’s activities, it being specifically understood that such activities include the operation and use by applicant and others of motorcycles.
The undersigned further agrees to indemnify the club and its officers, agents, and members
and hold them harmless for the results of the undersigned’s participation in those activities.
This indemnification shall include attorney’s fees incurred in defending any claim or judgment
and incurred in the negotiation of any settlement. It is understood and agreed that the undersigned shall have the opportunity to consent to any settlement; provided, however, that such
consent shall not be unreasonably withheld.

I have read and agree to the additional terms and conditions set forth on all parts of
this application. Other affiliated clubs and organizations are also represented and
protected by this release.
Applicants Signature and date (required)
___________________________________________________________________

Make your check for $25 payable to:
Northern California Norton Owners Club
Send all applications & inquiries to Treasurer
Alan Goldwater 1780 Chanticleer Ave. Santa Cruz Ca. 95062
You can also join on line at nortonclub.com and use credit card through our pay pal account.

Join our club Yahoo group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NorCalNOC/
The NCNOC is associated with both the NOC and the INOA You can join the INOA
and the NOC from our website at Nortonclub.com
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Upcoming Events
March

14 Meeting Swiss Park
17 Ride Alice's start point (Highway Cleanup)

April

11 Meeting Round Table
14 Santa Cruz Mtn Ride RL:Alan

May

3-5 Quail Motorcycle Gathering
9 Meeting Swinging Door
12 Mt Hamilton Ride

June

13 Meeting Swiss Park
16 Alice's (Highway Cleanup)
24-28 INOA Pure Michigan Rally

July

11 Meeting Round Table
14 Mt. Umunhum Ride

August

8-11 Dardanelles? Ride & Meeting
18 (Highway Cleanup)

Classifieds
1973 850 Commando Blue
Roadster for sale, $8,300
Excellent condition with upgraded
electronics and wiring. Only 12,000
miles on this lovely Roadster.
Located in Oakland. (pictured right)
Contact Philip at 510-414-8808 or
Philip@Barlago.biz

September 12 Meeting Swinging Door
15 Delta Ride

Do you have something to sell?
Want to Buy something?
Contact the Norton Newsletter Editor
@ editor@nortonclub.com

October

6 NCNOC AMG & Ride (Highway Cleanup)

November

2 BSAOCNC All Brit Ride - our club ride
14 Meeting Swiss Park

December

1 Christmas Party & Meeting
8 Freeze Ride

(Club or Norton Related Please!)
18
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The new year is off to a cold
start, but this is California and
spring will be here soon! We've
got a lot more up in the air than
normal this year so wee need to
get working.

The Northern California Norton Owner’s Club

Freeze Ride 2018
By SportsterDiana
Pulling into Alice's around 10:30, some members were there, the main
group showed up a few minutes later. When all was said and done counting club members friends we had three Nortons, two modern Triumphs,
Several BMWs and two Sportsters. Kevin even had on his NCNOC shirt, I'd
forgotten mine. After visiting for a while most of the group went to have
lunch at Alice's. The three Norton riders all headed home. Kevin and I
headed for the coast after I did a little new member recruitment for the
NCNOC. (Pictures in Center Fold)

-First, we are still looking for a
location to hold a swap meet so
keep your eyes and ears open
and let me know if you find anything that might work.

84 down started out a mad house with slow cars in front, fast ones in back,
and sport bikes cutting through. Once that all got sorted out it was like having a private road, and just as I was thinking that two deer showed up. One
was on the left side of the road. The other finished crossing and we didn't
see any others. I was shocked to be able to get my glove of and camera
out in time for one picture before they had both disappeared.

-Second, we are looking for a
good location for our August
campout. The Dardanelles will
probably not be ready, and with
a lot of other camp areas
burned out as well we need to
find something soon and get

reservations in.

Big surf was still pounding the coast, and the small beaches were mostly
under water. We spent a long time at the south end lot of Pescadero beach
talking and watching the surf.

Another great day on two wheels!

-Third, the weather has us already behind on highway clean
up dates. When we setup new
dates, please come out and help!
-Fourth, we still don't know if we
will have a booth at the Quail this
year. I'm doing my best to make
it happen, and will let you all
know as soon as I know.
-And finally fifth, the club wants
and needs to see more of you at
our club events so come out and
join in whenever you can!
Have fun and play nice with each
other!
4
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Dec 16, Freeze Ride Postponed
By SportsterDiana

Club Meeting—November 8th, 2018

Bad weather postponed the Freeze Ride a week, but it wasn't raining yet.
Well, at least not much. The ride up was not bad, light sprinkles off and on
settled into a soft rain for the last four miles. Pulling into the lot there were
only three bikes to be seen, all of them older BMWs. Sliding my Sportster
in next to them and wondering across the street to Alice's confirmed there

were no other bikes. It didn't take long to find the riders, knowing just who
they were helped of course. Soon I was sitting in a booth with Liz, Tom and
Dave W. It was raining a little more when we left, but still not bad, in fact a
few other bikes had showed up. It seemed like no time and I was back
home, another good day on two wheels.

Meeting was called to (semi) order by El Presidente Ken Armann, Present were Margie Siegal (a first!) Dave Crader and
Keith Karns, Ken and Keith rode Nortons. Other were four
wheeling it. Margie took notes for Alan Goldwater, who was
unwilling to make the trek across the Sahara to get to the
meeting. Apparently his camel got ornery.
More or less regular business:
The Christmas Party will take place at Fred Fortune's lovely
home, corner of Pine and Cottle Streets, San Jose. The club
will contribute a ham and turkey. Margie will bring a vegetarian
main dish, possibly artichoke lasagna. Keith will bring wine.
Others should bring desserts, side dishes, appetizers

Ken has observed some highway cleanup people walking with
the flow of traffic, i.e on the right. It is safest (especially with
texting drivers, blind drivers and inattentive drivers all over the
roads) to walk against traffic, on the left. Easier to see cars
coming and jump out of the way.
Rides for next year may be similar to this year. Discussion of
possibility of overnighter in Murphys, on Highway 4 in the Sierras. This will probably happen in September. We may delay
the ride for a week in hopes of less oven like temperatures.
Murphys has frequent live music and there is a motel nearby
with a huge parking lot where trailers may be left, also great
roads to the East.
The swap meet with happen IF WE CAN GET A VENUE. We
will not be able to use last year's venue. Folks who would like
to see the swap meet happen, get out and start asking around.
We would like to have this event in March and time's a wastin'.
Quail is also going to happen again, and Ken will negotiate
with the Quail Powers that Be to get a club booth at an affordable price.
16
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Meeting Minutes Jan 10, 2019
11 attended, a Buell Blast was the only bike ridden.
We need a location for the swap meet
We need a new location for our August
camp out since the
Dardanelle probably
will not be open then.
We are in need of ride
leaders.

The Northern California Norton Owner’s Club

hard to start from cold, but it had been like that for years. I
judged that I had just about run through my quota of neighbor
favors. Off to see Ken.
I drop off the bike at Ken's shop and head over to the nearby
Starbucks. An hour and a half later, my cell phone rings. “Your
bike is ready.” I pack up and walk back. Ken starts pushing the
bike out of the shop. “Wait a second – why is it so hard to
push?” I said that I thought it had something to do with the centerstand, but had not actually checked this out.
[LESSON LEARNED: Never assume. Get a flashlight and look
at all moving parts that could be causing the problem. Red Norton is such a great teacher!]

Alan says the club still
has money.

Turned out the front brake line was not working properly and
the front brakes were binding on the rotor. Damn. Ken calls
around. Someone has the part, but it will take several days to
get to The Shop of Ken. Go to Plan B. Ken drives me to
Amtrack and I get home on train, BART and bus.
Several days later, Ken calls. “Your bike is ready.” Reverse sequence to the San Jose Amtrack station. Ken picks me up. I
suit up and swing the kickstarter over. As usual, Red Norton
does not start immediately. Ken thinks that something is wrong.
I never realized this – figured that Norton was just hard to start
from cold. The bike goes back on the lift and Sportster Diana
finds a multimeter. After fifteen minutes of checking systems,
Ken and Diana find a bad wire. Back down off the lift. Back out
into the parking lot. Swing over the kickstarter. Wow- Norton
starts first kick. Wonders never cease.
I ride home on Red Norton, who will now get up on the centerstand without neighbor assist and is easy to push.
Thanks, Ken and Diana!
6
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Can O Worms
By Margie Siegal

“I do not work on old bikes,” said the motorcycle dealer. “Old
bikes are a can of worms. You try to fix one thing and then
there are four other things that you have to fix first.”
We are luck to have Ken Armann, who is crazy enough to work
on old bikes. Like my Red Norton. Red Norton probably has
run at least 70,000 miles by now. It's on the third odometer –
the firstone was destroyed before I got the bike and the second
one didn't survive a discussion with a deer (That's another story). Point being the bike is Old and Things Wear Out.
As this story opens, I needed to take Red Norton to see Ken.
The centerstand bearings were worn out and I needed to ask
for help from the neighbors to get the bike on the centerstand.
The neutrallight wire had broken off and I couldn't figure out
where it went. Norton was hard to push, as well. It was also

Your Club Needs You!
It is your club, and it needs you to survive!
We need Officers and Ride leaders, yes, but
we need you even if you can't do those things.
We need a new Editor ASAP!
We need you to show up for meetings, on a
bike if possible, in a car if not.
We need you to show up for rides! We'd rather
see you on a BMW or Yamaha than not see
you at all!
We also need you to represent us well and
help bring in new members.
It's worth repeating, it's your club, it's survival is
up to you!
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NCNOC Holiday Party 2018

Remembering

We were fortunate enough to have the Fortunes open their
home to nearly 40 of us again this year.
Thank you Fred and Cathleen!
Assorted roast beasts were carved by our prez, deserts of every type filled the serving area in the dinning room, and Margie's
home made veggie lasagna made sure there was something
for everyone. Lita said she will forego the cookies next year
and double down on the deviled eggs since none of them never made it out of the kitchen this year.

by SportsterDiana

The Feb ride use to be the memorial ride, to remember those
that have ridden on ahead. One of them was Duncan. I never
knew him myself, but his memory lives on in the club, and riding on ahead was something he often did in life, at a very brisk
pace. I had the chance to ride his bike. It was a cold sunny
day, and a nice 20 mile ride. A mile from our exit, a Harley
blew past at about 85mph. I could almost hear a laugh, and
feel the Commando wanting to give chase...

Margie won the Norton Cup with her solo ride to the INOA rally
on her modern Triumph. Only three people rode, Keith on his
new Buell, Margie on her Triumph and a Sportster.
The only Norton was Fred's cafe Commando in the garage.
While the weather outside was crisp and cool, the atmosphere
inside the both the house and garage was filled with warmth
and holiday cheer!

8
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Christmas Ride
By Erin Reddy

Christmas is a time for celebrating family and traditions. And
what better way to celebrate those than, perhaps, creating a
new tradition? This Christmas, between opening gifts and family supper, I asked my dad if we could go for a ride on his 750
Commando - the one we last rode in Elma, WA during the
2018 INOA rally. He obliged, and we went for a beautiful ride
through the sloping hills through Gilroy and the Santa Clara
Valley Wine Trail. The weather was perfect for such a ride.
Sunny and crisp; a luxury most Vancouverites don't get to appreciate from Halloween through St. Patrick's Day. All of my
riding gear was in British Columbia, so we had to piece together a set from what could be found through our garage and closets, including some sweet "flood length" riding pants, which
made the ride that much more fun. We passed very few cars, a
couple of bikes, and a number of deer all out enjoying what a
beautiful Christmas Day it was. The Commando was so distinct
in sound we even had some other motorists turn around at a
rest stop to give an enthusiastic wave. I can't say it wasn't
nice to return to a warm
house after riding in pants 3
inches too short, but I wouldn't have traded the ride for
anything else. I hope this
might develop into a California Christmas tradition over
the next few years (maybe
even with me riding my own
bike down from Vancouver??); only time will tell.
Thank you, Dad!
12
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