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Celebrating our 50th Year!
Look for vintage/throwback photos throughout this issue!

The Northern California Norton Owner’s Club
2021 Club Executive Board
President:
• Ken Armann (408-626-0061)

•

KenArmann@Gmail.com
VP/Treasurer/Secretary:
• Alan Goldwater

•
•

treasurer@nortonclub.com

•

editor@nortonclub.com

vice-president@nortonclub.com
Editor:
• Michael Sehnert

NORTON NOTICE:
Published by the Northern California Norton Owner’s Club, its purpose is to inform
and entertain the club members. The Norton Notice is a reflection of the readership
who are encouraged to submit articles,
technical tips, photographs (original or
otherwise). The Norton Notice prefers
contributions submitted electronically to
editor@nortonclub.com. The NCNOC/
Norton Notice Newsletter accepts ads
from qualified business for the purpose of
information for the readership. Acceptance
and publication of ads is in no way meant
to be an endorsement of or a recommendation, for service. The Club does not
accept any responsibility for the qualifications of or reliability of advertisers.

Members in Service:
Web Master:
• Ian Reddy 408-218-1087

•

webmaster@nortonclub.com
Regalia Manager:
• Ken Armann

•

quartermaster@nortonclub.com
Rides Coordinator:
• Alan & Tom

•

Rides-coordinator@nortonclub.com
Highway Clean-Up Coordinators:
• Lorin & Kathryn Guy

•

Loringuy@yahoo.com
Graphic Designer:
• Frederick Fortune

MEMBERSHIP:
The Northern California Norton Owners
Club is open to all British motorcycle enthusiasts. Membership and renewals can
be paid for via our web site and is available for $25 per year. Membership offers a
wide range of benefits including the mailed
Norton Notice, website, Email group, Social activities, Tech sessions and Monthly
rides.

•

Frederick@fortune2.com

Advertising:
Ads are $100.00 per 1/4 page for the year.
Contact the Editor for information and pricing on lager ads.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:

AFFILIATIONS:
The NCNOC is affiliated with both the
Norton Owner’s Club of England (NOC)
http://nortonownersclub.org/ and the
International Norton Owner’s Association
(INOA) http://inoanorton.com/

The Club gratefully acknowledges the work
of Fred Fortune (Fortune2.com) for the designs used in this journal and on the club
web site. Website program is thanks to club
member Ian Reddy.
See us at www.nortonclub.com and join
our IO group for information and club
activities at https://groups.io/g/
NorCalNOC

HONORARY MEMBERS:
Ray Abrams, Robert Bausch, Jerry
Kaplan, Bill Knight, Maya Lai, Brian Slark,
& Dick Slusher
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Membership Application to the Northern California Norton Owner’s Club

Membership cost is $25.00 per year and includes a subscription to the
Norton Notice, a publication which provides an enormous wealth of
information to Norton owners, announces and re-caps of club events.
I hereby apply for Membership in the Northern California Norton Owners
Club (NCNOC)
Name_______________________________________________________
Phone______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
City_____________________________________________ State______
Zip______________ E-Mail_____________________________________

This is a new ____ renewal ____ application.
Norton(s) owned:
Year _____ Model ________________________
Year _____ Model ________________________
The undersigned applicant certifies that he or she is a legal resident of the US over the age of
18, has a valid motorcycle driver’s license, and will use legally required safety equipment in
connection with club activities. Participant does hereby execute this release, waiver, and indemnification for himself or herself and his or hers, successors, representatives, and as-signs,
and hereby agrees and represents as follows: To release the Northern California Nor-ton Owners Club (the Club) and its officers, agents and members from any and all liability, loss, damage, costs, claims, and/or cause of action, including but not limited to all bodily injuries and
property damage arising out of participation in the club’s activities, it being specifically understood that such activities include the operation and use by applicant and others of motorcycles.
The undersigned further agrees to indemnify the club and its officers, agents, and members
and hold them harmless for the results of the undersigned’s participation in those activities.
This indemnification shall include attorney’s fees incurred in defending any claim or judgment
and incurred in the negotiation of any settlement. It is understood and agreed that the undersigned shall have the opportunity to consent to any settlement; provided, however, that such
consent shall not be unreasonably withheld.

I have read and agree to the additional terms and conditions set forth on all parts of
this application. Other affiliated clubs and organizations are also represented and
protected by this release.
Applicants Signature and date (required)
___________________________________________________________________

Make your check for $25 payable to:
Northern California Norton Owners Club
Send all applications & inquiries to Treasurer
Alan Goldwater 1780 Chanticleer Ave. Santa Cruz Ca. 95062
You can also join on line at nortonclub.com and use credit card through our pay pal account.
See us at www.nortonclub.com and join our IO group for information and club activities
at https://groups.io/g/NorCalNOC
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The Northern California Norton Owner’s Club
Classifieds
Do you have something to sell? Want to Buy something?
Contact the Norton Newsletter Editor @ editor@nortonclub.com
(Club or Norton Related Please!)

The Northern California Norton Owner’s Club

Upcoming Events
We're working towards resuming a regular schedule of ride/
meetings. For latest info, please join our email discussion list
https://groups.io/g/NorCalNOC
April 10 Santa Cruz ride. Meet 10 AM at Flights in Los Gatos

Destination is Davenport via Bear Creek & Bonnie Doon Road

Pair of hard shell/leather like external. Not perfect but functional. Requires a rack/bar to mount, not included. $20 for
the pair. Contact the editor

Cars @ Kaffeehaus 7-10 AM - 2nd Sunday of each month
92 E. 3rd Ave San Mateo. Want to meet up there? If so, contact
editor@nortonclub.com
or post interest on groups.io/g/NorCalNOC
_________________________________________

We had a quick ride to Camerons in Half Moon Bay, but
only 6 bikes due to the cold overcast day. The fish & chips
was OK but not to past quality. Still a good time with friends!

FOR SALE
Manx 500cc Competition shop motor: F11m30; One
of 19 for the 1951 Daytona Beach races driven by Red
Farwell #62. A little rough, missing the oil pump, cam
lobes, and case needs bearing sleeve, head fin broken.
Last August 2020 NOC England valued the motor at
between $7,000 and $9,900 U.S. Mark Stockslager
aka northernnortonnut@gmail.com

For latest info, please join our email discussion list at https://
groups.io/g/NorCalNOC
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The Northern California Norton Owner’s Club

Impromptu club member gathering at Alices on January 21,
2021!. Liz’s sister met us there and graciously provided chairs. I
noticed at least 3 Nortons, 1 modern Triumph, 1 BMW

Art, Tom, Alan, Liz’s sister,
Dave, Ken the President, all
pictured above.
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The Northern California Norton Owner’s Club

Photos of Niles gathering by Norm (pictured here)

The Northern California Norton Owner’s Club
Book Review by club member, James Cowdry

Norton Commando Restoration Manual - Norman White
Twenty five years ago, while still living in
the UK, I took delivery of my first Norton, a
silver 1970 Commando Roadster. After
owning it for a while, I decided upon some
improvements including the fitting of a spin
-on oil filter. I contacted the NOC for the
recommendation of a competent mechanic
and was referred to Norman White. Norman's shop, near Andover, was about an
hour from where I was living at the time so
I rode my Roadster back to its place of
birth. I don't remember that much about
the visit except Norman talking about the
850 MK III being the best Commando and
how it addressed many of the problems of the earlier machines. Since the visit, I learned about the significant contribution Norman made to Norton's racing success in the
early seventies.
Naturally when I recently heard about the release of Norman's book, buying a copy was an easy decision. Containing 222 pages covering restoration and improvement topics, specific chapters cover the various motorcycle systems. Each section contains step by step instructions detailing some of the more challenging tasks. Norman's collection of wisdom makes an ideal companion to a workshop
manual as topics are often picked up where most literature
stops. I would highly recommend it to owners who know
the basic maintenance tasks well and are now looking to go
deeper by performing major improvements or taking on a
complete restoration. Experts should also find it a thoroughly enjoyable read. Some of the more interesting sections include:
- Rear swing-arm cotter pin conversion
- Fitting a performance camshaft
- 1972 Oil scavenger pick-up modification
- Improving front drum brake performance
(continued on page 6)
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The Northern California Norton Owner’s Club
The Northern California Norton Owner’s Club

Gathering at Milpitas b

Continued book review from page 5:
The book covers upgrades and improvements in detail, it
does not contain reference information such as factory
run changes or the details of the various models. There is
some interesting historical information in the introduction
but this book is not intended to be a historical reference.
While the Commando is a thoroughly rewarding machine
to ride, it is not without its faults. Out of necessity, it was
brought to market quickly with mistakes being made during the 7 years it was produced. Thankfully all the problems have been solved and Norman's book will help an
owner navigate the task of overcoming the problems and
improving the breed. It is well written, has clear diagrams
and photography. Most importantly, it benefits from Norman's mastery of Norton's stop-gap design that has been
delighting owners for over 50 years. The Norton Commando Restoration Manual is currently available from Amazon
for $56.
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The Northern California Norton Owner’s Club

Gathering at Milpitas before the ride to Niles

The Northern California Norton Owner’s Club

re riding to Niles

Club memorabilia (shirt). Photo provided by
David Crader
14
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The Northern California Norton Owner’s Club

More of the John Coffman memorial ride by the editor.
A group of about 9, mostly Nortons gathered at Starbucks parking lot in
Milpitas to then ride as a group to Niles.
First to arrive in Milpitas was the editor who came about 40 minutes too
early and had time to enjoy a coffee or two.

Lorin Guy
provided
these photos
from way
back..

Send more
vintage club
photos to editor for use in
Norton Notice throughout the year!

Then a group of 4 riders showed up and thought we should be meeting
at another Starbucks close by. Too many Starbucks within a few block
so each other! We finally worked out that we were at the correct location
after we carefully read the instructions. Always read the instructions!
A few minutes later another group of 4 riders roared in. This was starting to become a rather large group of bikes!
One Norton rolled up with a heck of a clattering due to an exhaust pipe
that had come loose from the head. See photo of attempted repair on
pages 14-15.
We even had a Lexus chase vehicle join us, thanks to Jerry!
We determined that it was not feasible to adequately repair/install the
exhaust flange and sadly other arrangements had to be made to
transport the disabled bike. The good news is that Bill and Bhabe were
able to join us a little later at Niles with the bike in a trailer.
The group gathered up to leave Milpitas with Tom leading the way to
the back roads to Niles. I was greatly impressed by the route through
farmlands, hills and twisty roads. Very few cars or bikes to contend with.
Group leader Tom did excellent job in pulling over somewhere halfway
between Milpitas and Niles to ensure all were accounted for before continuing the rest of the way.to Niles.

Biggest take away from me was how the group rallied together to help a
fellow club member with a repair, or showing up in person despite not
being able to ride a motorcycle to the event or ensuring all were accounted for along the ride. That’s the value of a club!
See photos of the Milpitas gathering Page 14-15 and Niles gathering on
page 16-17
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JOHN COFFMAN MEMORIAL RIDE TO NILES – 2/21/20
By Margie Siegal

Super Bowl
Sunday

A few months ago, I was asked to be the Norton Club “ride coordinator.”
As it was explained, I was not expected to organize or lead rides, but to
encourage others to do so. This didn't quite work out as planned, and I
realized that if we were going to have events, I was going to have to plan
them. I believed that it would be possible to have safe, socially distant,
but fun events, and this has proven to be the case.
One of the things about enforced social distancing is that it gives one
more time for thought, and one of the things I thought about was that
Norton Club ride starts were always inconvenient for someone. Riding 50
miles to get to the start of a ride is just a little daunting. So, as an experiment, I chose a spot that was about equidistant between North and
South, and announced routes that would give everyone a scenic trip to
the eventual destination.
I showed up at the start of the North Bay start- a bakery on Claremont
and Domingo in Berkeley -- not quite sure what to expect, but armed with
maps. There were two other riders at Claremont, and after a short meet,
greet and discussion about waiting for Keith, we were off. The route went
to the top of the East Bay hills, then flowed along the hills, through a few
parks, and then down the hill to Castro Valley. Gas in Castro Valley, a
short trip alongside 580, then under the freeway and back in the country.
We went past ranches and manzanita scrub, then down through a canyon and onto Niles Canyon Road. The road was well paved and mostly
clear of traffic, except in a few spots where would-be hikers were looking
for places to park.
Pulling into the little town of Niles, we saw several riders that had gotten
there ahead of us. This ride was the first well attended ride in several
months, and there was a lot of renewal of auld acquaintance. 18 bikes
appeared (including Keith, better late
than no show!) including 14 Nortons.
Dave Crader came in from Stockton,
but the real long distance champ was
Tom Mullen, who rode at least 64 miles
to come up from San Juan Bautista.
The day was sunny and warm. Joe's
Corner had comfortable outdoor seating
and excellent sandwiches and pizza.
Big John Coffman was with us in spirit &
a good time was had by all, even the Keegans (who broke down – see
Editor's story in this newsletter). I mysteriously ran out of gas, but after
appreciated assistance from Danny Aarons, made it to a gas station.
Bike ran great the twenty miles home.
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By SportsterDiana

Traditions must
be upheld:
It was Super Bowl
Sunday, so a ride
to Alice's was the only thing that would
do. The weather was perfect and warm
thanks to my late noonish start. I saw more
bikes on the ride up than I had seen in
months.
I circled the full lots and confirmed there
were a lot of people in the two-wheeled world
who knew a sunny February day is not meant
for watching TV. I thought I might be too late
to run into the normal crowd and "the Dave's"
were gone before I got there.
After a quick turn through the lots I saw a
Vincent, and when I finally pulled my eyes
away from the bike I found Frank, Liz and
Tom. As much as it felt almost like Spring,
Winter days end quickly and before long it
was time to be on our way, and prepare for
the rainy rides later this week.
See photo on pages 10-11!
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From Superbowl article by SportsterDiana on page 9
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