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NO. 98 JUNE, 1986

10 th ANNUAL Owners Club Picnic &
@, Old Timers

Motorcycle
Oorion) -
SUNDAY JUNE 22, 1986

SAN MATEO COUNTY MEMORIAL PARK
HUCKLEBERRY FLAT PICNIC AREA #2
(HALF A MILE WEST OF MAIN PARK
ENTRANCE ON PESCADERO RD.)

ACTION BEGINS AT NOON

ALL NORTON RIDERS AND
EARLY NORTONS

ESPECIALLY WELCOME!

SPONSORED BY
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA BRANCH
NORTON OWNERS CLUB

—
CALIFORNIA

Hot Dogs & Soft Drinks Available - No Beer Supplied

FOR MORE INFO, CALL 5COTT {415) 833 e 0268
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is published by the Northern California Branch
of the Norton Owners Club. Its purpose 1is to
inform and entertain members regarding all
aspects of the Norton motorcycle, including
history, technical advice, and preservation of
the marque.

NORTON NOTICE is a reflection of its
readership, who are encouraged to submit any
article, technical tip, photograph {original or
otherwise) as long as it is in good taste, so
that other Norton enthusiasts may enjoy it.
For Branch members who cannot attend club
meetings or club rides, the NORTON NOTICE
affords an opportunity to share experiences and
information with the membership of the Branch,
and to bring the Branch members closer together.

The deadline for items to be submitted for
publication is the 15th of each month.

Membership in the Northern California Branch of
the Norton Owners Club is available for $25.00
per year.

Membership dues are payable to the Branch
Secretary/Treasurer.

Renewal dues are payable at the end of the
individual’s membership year, that month being
designated by  the last number of the
individual’s membership pumber as located on

the mailing label of the NORTON NOTICE or the
membership card. For example, 745/2 denotes
member 745 with dues expiring on the 1st of

February.

All changes of address should go to the Branch
Secretary/Treasurer, not the NOTICE Editor.

Subscription to the NORTON NOTICE only is
available for $15.00 per year. This does not
include membership in the Northern California
Branch of the Norton Owners Club, nor does it
afford any of the rights or privileges of
membership in the NOC.

Membership in the Northern California Branch of
the MNorton Owners Club entitles a member to
monthly issues of the NORTON NOTICE and
bi-monthly issues of ROADHOLDER magazine, which
is sent directly from England, keeping members
informed of Norton owners’ activities
worldwide. Membership provides voting
privileges at all NOC and Branch meetings, and
allows one to purchase HNorton spares directly
from England, at significant savings, through
the NOC Spares Program.

Nowlon
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PRESIDENT

Scot Marburger
8422 Cypress Ct.
Dublin, CA 94588
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Art Sirota

1281 Laurel St.
Menlo Park, CA 94025
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Tim Coburn
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(415)854-4364

EDITOR PARAPHERNALIA
Lou Caputo
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(Please take note of the following fine print.)

The object of the Northern California Branch of the Norton
Owners Club is to promote, encourage and develop all motor-
cycling activities. The Club's members are owners of Norton
motorcycles, and they often submit for publication in the
Norton Notice technical tips pertaining to motorcycles of the
Norton marque.Technical tips so published have been reviewed
for technical content and are believed to be both acceptable
and workable, but no guaranme is made or implied that they
will work correctly, nor is any liability assumed by either the
Norton Owners Club or the authors for any problems resulting
from use of these technical tips. The Club also assumes no
responsibility for the acts or omissions of its members in
connection with Club activities. Norton Notice articles or
other material express the authors' views only and not neces-
sarily the official policy of the Norton Owners Club or its
Northern California Branch., The editor reserves the right to
accept, reject or alter all editorial and advertising material
submitted for publication, Advertising published does not
imply endorsement of products, goods or services. Now you
know.

1963 catalog drawing of Manx 30M and 40M




NOTICE: IN THE EVENT OF RAIN ON THE DAY OF A CLUB RIDE, THE RIDE IS AUTO-
MATICALLY POSTPONED ONE WEEK. ALS0O. RIDERS SHOULD HAVE PLENTY OF OIL AND

CASOLINE BY THE SCHEDULED DEPARTURE TIME AND ALL PERSONAL PROBLEMS TAKEN OF.
» IN OTHER WORDS . . . FULL TANKS AND EMPTY BLADDERS! “
June Sat Sun Znd Annual Rocky Mountain British Hoad Rallye,
Carbo [ov] ee page 8
JJune 8 Suniday Swap meet at TT Motors. Berkeley. JUNE
S M T W T F S
June & Sunday AFM races, Sears Foint 12 3 4 5 6 7
g 910 11 12 12 14
June 12 Thursday Branch meeting. Class Reunion, Palo Alto, 7:30 PM. 15 16 17 18 19 20 24
o o . B s . 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
June 14,1% Sat.. Sun. Classic Motorecycle Auction, Studio City, CA. See 29 130
page 8.
June 20-22 Fri-Sun West Coast Bikefest, Hanford, CA.
Sunday 0ld Timers Ride and Annual Picnic at Huckleberry Flat JULy

Muteo County Memorial Park. Old Timers ride begins at Alice’s at

S M T WTF s
1 2 3 4 5

July 8 Sunday AFM races, Sears Point. 6 7 8 910 11 12
- . R ~ 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
July 10 Thurs Branch meeting. The Hot House, 4052 Balboa, SF, 7:30 209 21 22 23 24 25 28
PM. 27 28 29 30 N
July 13 Sunday Laguna Seca
Aug. 22-74 Fri-Sun Annual Norton Rally. Near Leggett, CA, on the Eel
Fiver. Detalls upcoming. The Big One AUGUST
S M T WTEF S
12
P . 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
COl H
CONTINUING 1011 12 13 14 15 16
. . . . 718 19 20 21 22 23
CMC Night Motoeross. Ever Wed. & Fri. night, Baylands Raceway, F L. !
ant M v e € i Yo Fremont. 4 25 26 27 28 20 20

Info: (415)651-2545, 3
1

AMA Speedway Racing. Every Thurs. night, Baylands, 8:00 PM.

The Norton experience




RISKY BUSINESS

(This article comes from the Winter, 1978 issue
of Road Rider. It was written by Bob Mendel.)

A doctor who made a study of motoreycle
riders and their sport not too many years

ago
divided sports in general into Risk Experience
(RE) sports, such as biking, skydiving, skiing,
etc. and non-RE sports, such as tennis, golf,
ete. He found some interesting differences

between the effects
of the participants.
First, the people who were intc RE sports
usually felt exhilarated and refreshed after
finishing their activity. The others often felt
simply relaxed or tired.
The non-RE sports often stressed

of the RE and non-RE sports

winning in

order to provide any meaning or enjoyment for
the participants-- at least they seemed to feel
that winning was crucial. The RE sports were

enjoyed Jjust for +the sake of participating in
that kind of an experience.

The USA today has a bad case of winneritis.
Famous football coaches and businessmen, even
presidents, all have the bug and claim that
"Winning is everything." That’s pure trash.
Striving for excellence is dreat. Winning in
itself is meaningless. The problem is that such

a philosophy takes the fun out of playing. It
makes play a business.
People who ride motorcycles are among the

luckier cnes, since they enjoy Risk Experience
and yet really don’t take an inordinate amount
of risk.

Most people who don’t ride a bike usually
cite the risk as the main reason-- sooner or
later. The risk or danger that exists lies in
the fact that the rider is more vulnerable. He
can’t afford many mistakes or even one serious
mistake. Cn the other hand, there is a
balancing factor at work. The rider has greater
response from his machine, better
maneuverability and tremendously increased
visibility. If you want to see how great the
difference is in visibility alone, climb into
some of the "luxury” cars. The windows must
have been copied from the gun turrets of a tank.

So  the rider participating in his Risk
Experience has a fair shake. But why do it?
One theory goes that for a long, long time on
this planet, man was a hunter, thrown into the
arena with a bunch of wild beasts that you now
see only on TV shows. He was living in the
caves and fields with those beasts and some of
them thought he looked Ilike apple pie. To

survive, he had to be keen. His senses had to be
fine-tuned, he had to breathe fully, run well,
hear the whisper of footpads in the brush, move
stealthily-- and strike.

This kind of 1living on the edde either
developed or maintained a tremendous sensory
system that has been handed down +to us. While

many of us neglect it in our daily routins to
the office and back, those folks who succeed in
sports, particularly the RE kind, are tapping
this ability. And they’re enjoying the reward,
which is a sense of really being alive and part
of an exciting world.

The other part of the
responsibility. While most
criticize biking tend to
irresponsible,
gal riding

equation concerns

nonriders who
look on bikers as
the opposite is true. The guy or
a bike is taking responsibility for
the condition of his or her machine-- or paying
the price. If you go out on bald tires, chances
are you’ll unload. If you use poor Jjudgment and
speed in the rain, overload the bike, fail to
tighten down bolts periodically or a host of
other things, you’ll pay a price in pain or
inconvenience.

ATHE NEWSLETTER OF THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA BRANCH

What you don't do on a bike
someone else to take care of it all for you. Or
expect a legislature to pass laws guaranteeing
your hide. Or expect Detroit, Tokyo, Munich or
Modena to invent a motorcycle that won’t €0 boom
if you screw up. So you-- we-- have taken some
responsibility for ourselves, and that’s all to
the good.

Now if only we could get all those cars off
the road . . . .

is expect

Eric Swortsfigure tries new cornering technique
around turn 11, Lap time was only marginally
better.

IRATE NORTON OWNER SPEAKS OUT

John
SF Examiner
Editor:

Covell took
straight in

the time to set the
a recent letter to the

Your April 12 story, "Motoreyclist dies in
crash with fire truck," left out the most
important information, Was the unfortunate
young man riding without =a helmet? Did the
autopsy show he was intoxicated? Did he have a
valid license?

As  a member of the Norton
Northern California, I am irritated every time I
read a news report that serves only to fuel
unreasoned fears about motorecycles and those who
ride them. When common sense is applied, one
can ride on two wheels every bit as safely as on
four-- and often more so.

Owners Club of

The Examiner printed the
page of the 4/16/86 issue.

letter on
Here, here!

the front
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HNELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Robert Witham Scotts Valley, CA

Ron Cowan Sacramento, CA
Lynn Fields Livermore, CA

John Meyer

Los Angeles, CA
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John Covell has located a restaurant in SF
which we will try for a Branch meeting. It's
called The Hot House and is located at 4052
Balboa. We'll set it up for the July 10th
meeting and hope for the best. Thanks, John.

EDRITOR'S3
NOTES

This issue is yet another +twenty pages so be
put up your feet and relax a while. With this

That new super cleaner Motorrad S100 really
works although it ain’t cheap. If you try the
stuff make sure you rinse well--otherwise
it leaves a hard, orusty deposit which needs to
be scrubbed off.

Now that the cold weather is moving on 111
packing away a handy neck piece that I found

D : while wandering around in a ski shop. It’s an
issue, however, I noticed that my supply of expandable knitted collar which looks like a
literature is beginning to thin. aAnd I feel watchcap without the top. Or maybe a turtleneck
that the NOTICE really does need more

without the turtle. It's a handy alternative to

correspondence from club members. So write. We an Apple Warmer or turtleneck and stopped up one

can use just about anything you think of f{om of the leaks in my clothing. I also picked up
rides you’'ve taken, repairs or purchases you've some "Mini-Mini Heaters" which I didn’t use but
made, even recipes~- Norton souffle anyone? which sound promising for +the feet. With a

little cutting and squeezing these 1little bags
guarantee to “warm your [feet] continucusly--
anytime anywhere.” At $.69 a pop they might be
Jjust the thing for longer rides.

I'm hopeful that the guality of photos will
begin to imprave. Alan Goldwater has cranked up
a darkroom and the elub is backing his efforts
to  the tune of $50 Color prints have just not
proved useable and so we are trying all black Congratulations to Art Sirota for winning

. a?d white. With at least two _Df us taking 2nd place- Best Norton- at Tulare, The SDNOC
plc‘:turesrwe may be able t.r_: provide some decent recognized Art’s skills in restoring a
prints in the future. Quite frankly I have 195£0minatur Model 7.
mixed emotions about photos; the majority of
newsletters T see either have a poor quality
print or don’t hbother to run photos. It’s
expensive, time consuming, and requires someone B
willing to work in B&N. On the other hand I Keep Hort’n.
enjoy them when they’re well done and know from
the survey that many of you do too. So we’ll Lou
keep plugging away at it.
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PARAPHERNAL IA
I
L. "My success is due to my unapproachable Horton" T-shirt, black with gold print
Large only, $8.00
2. NOC classic "N" T-shirt, dark blue with white print, Large and X-large only. 8.00
3. 0" " " ", black with white print, Large only. 8.00
4, " " " ", white with black print. Medium and large only. 8.00
5. Northern California Branch logo T-shirt, white with blue and red print.
Small, medium and large. 8.00
6. Northern California Branch logo baseball jersey, white with blue and red print,
X-large only, 9,50
NOTE: A1l T-shirts are $1.50 postage.
7. Commando Service Notes, 45 pages compiled and printed in England by NOC. 5.00
8. 3"x 3" NOC machine badge. 6.00
9, 4 1/2" red NOC sticker 1.00
10, 2¢ P W 50
11, 2 1/2" x 3 1/2" red, white, and blue NOC sticker Tom Borman .75
12. 2" red, silver, and black NOC sticker 4278 25th St. .75
13. 4" red and white embroidered cloth NOC patch San Francisco, CA 94114 2.50
13 2% o ow w " i I " (415) 282-9304 1.50
15. red enamel NOC lapel pin 1.25
6. " " " key fob 1.50
17. red, white, and blue enamel John Player Norton lapei pin 1.50
18w " " " " " " " key fob 1.75
Call or write for details concerning availability and postage of items.

HORTHERN CALIFORNIA BRANCH
TOOL LOAN-OUT PROGRAM

Get in touch with Harry Bunting if you need
one or more of the following tools for working
on your Commando. A refundable deposit equal
to the replacement cost of the tool is
required at the time you pick it up.

TOOL DEPOSIT
exhaust lock ring tool
timing cover oil seal guide
clutch spring compressor... .
clutch Tocking tool...... .. 18
valve spring compressor
rocker spindle puller..
crankshaft sprocket puller. .
timing pinion puller...........coons 20
gearbox layshaft bearing extractor.. 15

Harry Bunting (415) 968-2020
1401 Gilmore St.
Mountain View, CA 94040

Slick set-up at Tulare. Asking price toé high
to print in a family publication.

TUMBLEWEEDS WITH APOLOGIES TO: Tom K. Ryan

“THIS MONTH THE COVETER BLACK
FEATHER 60ES TOTHE CLUB'S
BEST BIKE TRAPER! THAT
PREED HEYEV STEEV HEEPER,
METATASTIC MOLE, | NAME You

INPIAN OF THE MONTH!!

V Whans (T TAKE D\ You
BEAGOOP BIKE JHAVETD

ANP BE APLE
T0 TAKE AWVANTAGE:
OF THEIR IP10CY,




ALL ADS WILL RUN FOR TWO MONTHS UNLESS YOU
RESUBMIT THEM IN WRITING TO THE EDITOR.

SPRING CLEANING SALE!

New parts for sale:

1. Commande oil filters, &4 each

2. Commandn fuel line assembly #065192, $8

3. Amal throttle slides, #3%, $15 pr.
4, > Amal gasket and seal kits, $2 pair
5. upper throttle cable, $2

6. chrome stem inlet valves, $518 pair
7. pushrod set, %20

3. cam chain, §5

9. primary chain, $30
10. v steel clucch plates (set of 4), $20
11, Commando shifc lever with rubber, $§12

12, Commando '71-'74 chrome headlight shell, $30
13. Commando early chrome fork slider exrension

F060350, (2 374" long), 820 pair

L4, Commando ferodo disc brake pad set, §7

15. Commande warning light assimilator
#062054, 85

16. Forged aluminum clip-ons for Roadholders
and other 35mm forks,

17. Atlas/Dommie fork top nuts (chromed sreel)

$12 pair
18. Atlas/Dommie rocker arm set, %25
19, pas i 3 st aat i D

P

Sk ier—ti2 Sold

Used parts for sale:
L. Atlas/Dommie front wheel assembly with SLS
brake, $25
2. Atlas/Dommie rocker arm set, free
3. Arlas/Dommie oil pump in excellent shape, 520
4. Commando Roadster exhaust pipes, $10 set
5, Commando 750 swing arm,
6. Commando valve lifter set in excellent
condition, $30
/. Commando turn signal flashers, $2 each
8. Commando warning light assimilator, %2
9. Commando Lucas orange side reflectors, free
10. Commando turn signal parts (a shoebox full),
make offer
Ll. Commando pre-MKIII rectifiers, $4 ecach
12. Commando pre-MKITI engine cradle and front
mount, $20

Hustle up on these used parts. bnme of them
will end up in the trash if I can't get rid
of them soon,

New publications for sale:

1. 76 page SpdrE parts list for
models 1, 16H, 18, and ES2 and '46-"49
models %0, 40, BOM, and 40M. $10
78 page spare parts list for 1950 models
1, 16H, 18, ES2, 30, 40, 30M, and 40M. $10
3. 42 page maintenance manual for International

models 30 and 40 and Manx models 30 and
40, §10

48 & 49

ra

None of the above items ineclude shipping, so
include a rea:onabTG amount if you want some-
thing shipped. Don't wait a couple of months
to write concerning these items as I've been
very successful with my ads recently.

Gene Austin
985 E. Grant P1.
San Mateo, CA 94402

FOR SALE

4 speed Commando trans.
$100 /best offer

w/9,000 miles on it.

2. Dunstall 1/2 fairing
instruments, mirrors and all bracketry.
cond. $200/best offer.

with dash for
Exlnt

3. Leather bombadier type
36. $80. /best offer.

jacket, wvery warm, sz

4. Stock Commando mirror and stem (mirror not
available in stores) and one stem w/o mirror.
$7.50.

5. One pr. Fiam horns (get rid of that wimpy

horn) $20.

6. One pr. Commando shocks w/springs. $15

Doug McCulloch
(415)647-6708
(Between 1-3 PM)

1975 NORTON 850 ELECTRIC START,

NEEDS ELECTRICAL WORK, IGNITIOM CONSOLE
MISSING, SIDE PANEL AND BATTERY MISSING,
EVERYTHING ELSE IN GOOD CONDITION,
ENGINE AND TRANS REAL GOOD CONDITION,

W/ BARNETT CLUTCH. 964-9234 AFT. 5:00PM

FOR SALE

1. 1975 Norton MKIII, steel Interstate tank,
new forks, good tires, new seat, carbs, BoyEI.',
registration. Runs well but intake cam lobe is
wearing. $1,000/B.0.

2. 1950 Norton ES-2, plunger frame, basket in

process of restoration, new steel armor fenders

good toolbox, fender stays. new fork legs, cast
ears, NOS headlight, new handlebars, new
muffler, etc. 90% complete, ready for paint and

ass’'y., Motor ran fine and tranny shifted fine
before disass’y. $1,000

3. Large black fairing w/tall windshield.
$40. 00,

4. Sm. Shoei fairing w/short shield. $10.00.

5. Craven bags. Lg., black w/rack. $100.

620 copiesof ClassioBike—s310-00. s0LD
7. Roy Bacon’s NORTON SINGLES. $10.00.
8. Front wheel 1950ish Norton. $30.00.

Call Dave
Hickory Ave.,

Kerst at (209)835-7468, 4-10 PM. 371
Tracy, CA 95376.

FOR SALE

*76(F?) B50 Commando that is
and does not run. COwner is moving.

partly disassembled
$425.

David
(415)754-B976

(Continued on page /& )
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LETTERS

VIEWS FROM SO CAL

It was nice to see the Eleventh Annual
Easter Ride be such a success. This being the
third ride I have attended in the last four
years (There wasn’t one last year.). The
turnout was the best that I have seen on this
run. I figured that thirty plus bikes going up
the mountain was a good number, considering the
starting time. This year, due to the active
participation of the Norton and B.S.A. clubs
the run was a huge success.

While on the subject of British runs—-
anyone who would like to come down to L. 4. for
the Hansen Dam All British Ride on the first
Sunday in November can be put up for the night
by the Scuthern Cal Norton Owners Club if I am
contacted in advance. My address is as follows.

Bruce Graf
1421 Lark Ellen
Valinda, CA 91744

This particular run
English motoreyecles
featured in
magazines.

draws three hundred plus
every vear and has also been
several national motorcyele

Thirdly, when the
British shops was posted,
omissions.First is
Foothill Blwvd.,
personally dealt
understand
need if you
Prices.

list of West Coast
I noticed two glaring
Symonds Cycles, 120206
San Fernando, C4 I have never
with Symonds Cycles, but I
that he has anything that you might

are willing to put up with his high

The second shop is Century Motareyele, 1640
South Pacific, San Pedro, CA. While Century
Motorcyele deals in new Kawasakis, they stock a
good supply of English parts for Nortons, etc.
There is also a nice collection of Nortons

Vincents, and Ariels to occupy your time while
down there. Also, Cindy Rutherford (who runs
the place} puts on one great Christmas party
every year for the British riders (Reminds me of
Mean Marhsall’s fifth year anniversary party. ).

Till our clubs can get together:

Bruce Graf

N15CS, P11, P11A, etc. Owners Take Note

Peter
recently
stated,

Thistle, Secretary of the
wrote a letter to Art in

NocC,
which he

on the lookout for suitable
photos  for the NOC calendar so any submissions
are welcome. I am particularly interested in
obtaining photos of the AMC/Norton hybrids such
as the NISCS, P11, P11A, etc. as these were
almost exclusively export models and although I
do have a very old friend who prefers these
things to proper Mortons (He’s a hit perverted),
and  runs a club/info exchange for like minded
deviates, he reckons that there are no Norton
badged versions in England in a suitable
condition for our calendar

I am always

So, P11 owners, get that
camera out and go to it!

polishing cloth and

AACA 2-WHEELERS SOUTHWESTERN REGION
14TH ANNUAL SHOW AND RALLY

WHEN - August 9&10

Show begins 9:00 AM

Sunday ride/Poker run begins 9:00 AM
WHERE : Mira Mesa Mall, 8150 Mira Mesa Blwvd.,
San Diego.

For further info call:

Lloyd Whitworth
{619)585-3335 (day)
(619)1229-0115 (eves)

CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE AUCTION

WHEN : June 14&15

For info call or write:

Frank Callinicos
11660 Ventura Blwd,
Studio City, CA 91804
(818)761-2304

Lee) ééeinmetz at Sears.

SECOND ANNUAL
ROCKY MOUNTAIN BRITISH ROAD RALLYE

WHEN: June 7&S

In and around Carbendale, CO

Saturday, 10:00 AM meet in mall parking
lot in West Glenwood Springs adjacent to I-70

WHERE :

Sunday, 9:00 AM meet at Carbondale
Shopping Center for breakfast ride
WHAT: Meeting of bikes and riders in West
Glenwood Springs
Approx. 110 mile ride from
Glenwnod-Paonia- return to near Redstone (Mac

McCarthy’'s place)
Cookout.,, pienic dinner
(4:00 PM Sat., mile marker #58 on Hwy.
Free overnight camping
Sunday morning breakfast ride
Additional available activities:
Hot Springs Pool in Glenwood
Motel lodging in Redstone or
{make reservations)
45 minutes to Aspen
Historic mining towns and
nearby

at MeCarthy’s
133)

Carbondale
tourist sites

WHY : To enjoy riding British bikes and to share
info with fellow Limeys

For more info, call or write:

Mac McCarthy

11258 Hwy. 133
Carbondale, CO 81623
(303)963-21689

Riders of European and American Bikes Welcome




SHOW IT AT LAGUNA

NOTICE has word  that the

"Collector for a que,

E special interest

il again bhe =2 feature at Laguna

t ear. You Loo can display  that  rare

imber you  own. The “Seri " will have classes

~ judging warids for all

particip: . There is fre but there is
an entry deadline

bir in a special ar in a
center of the race course

tent

judging and dieplay  are
i unrestored

and  later, must be
1 Special Interest
ENTE I5 MONDAY, Jof TTH. For
entry for itional info contact:

e Proomtions
‘abricante #EO09

weekdays from 9-4.

: Foxy
President.

Dan Phillips (right), aboard his B50SS

. attempts
to outhustle a Ducati mounted rider at Sears.

DYNAMICS

1150 Pike Lane « Oceano, California 93445 « 805-481-6300

New Product Release

Triumph Belt Drive

For 1964 and later 650 and 750 twin.
Developed by the world's leading belt drive
manufacturer. Guaranteed to fit and work
perfectly. Now only 8248 plus shipping. We
also accept Mastercard and Visa by tele
phone. Dealer inquiries invited.

After much time and testing of intake systems, we have developed
the ultimate in dependability and performance for your British motor-
cycle. This Dellorto pumper carburetor gives amazing response in alt
throttle ranges. Kit comes ready to bolt on with simple frame

modification.

Kit consists of:

« 36 mm Dellorto pumper carburetor
« Polished aluminum intake manifold

« K &N air filter
« Barnett throttle cable

Sold retail $249.00.

Discount available to qualified dealers.

Technical information available upon request

Thanks for your interest in our products.

Sincerely,

25% DISCOUNT ON 3 KITS
TO NOC MEMBERS ONLY

Perry Kime

FLO Dynamics

Buon Qe

No Lead
Gasoline Conversion

For Norten Commando and Triumph
Twin. These USA Import model British
motorcycles were designed to use premium
gasoline with 88 octane with 4 grams of
lead per gallon included, As of January 1,
1986. the EPA has limited our gasoline to 82
with 0.1 grams of lead and caused big
problems for the Norton-Triumph owner.
Top end overhals don't come cheap but our
Auto Advance Conversion does. We can
overhaul yourautoadvanceand modifythe
spark curve to use no lead gasoline and
return it to you the following day for only
835 plus shipping. Send 838 and avoid
COD charge.




LET’S GO

RACER PROFILE-- MARK WIESENDANGER
Mark Wiesendanger is yet another WNOCCER who
has taken up racing. I managed to have a look
at his latest project and talk to him about it.

LC: When did you get started in racing?

MW : I bought my first motorcycle about four
years ago-- a Yamaha XS500. It’s still alive
today, about to dgo on to its fifth owner. I
got into racing because I had a loet of trouble
with the DMV, I had this problem with speeding
wherever I went. They pulled my license for a
little while and then I realized it was time to

straighten my act up. So I got into the AFM. I
didn’t do very well my first year but I had a
lot of fun. I got into Nortons through my buddy
Tom Walker who has one. I was so impressed with
it—-- the sound, the way it handled., He let me
ride it a couple of times and 1 figured I had to
get one. That was my first Norton-- basically a
stock 850 which I wired .up so I could race with
it. &nd I generally finished last. Then I
bought a Norton off of Harvey Loucks, thus
making me a member of the "I bought a bike from
Harvey club”. You can see the frame’'s main
tubepracked. I had one of the isolastic head
steadies, and I must not have had it hooked up

quite right. Dave Murray welded a steel tube
over the cracked area for me. My friend Tom
Terry who we call "Dr. Norton”, helped me tear
the whole bike apart and rebuild it It held
together for almost +two racing seasons! [Mark
suffered a cracked crankcase in the March 29th
race at Sears]. So basically it’s a slightly

modified street bike and it’s done really well

LC: So you had no
prior to this bike?

endine building experience

MW: Right. Actually up to about one and
years ago I hadn’t done any engine work,

a half

LC: Why don’t you give us a description of the
bike?

MH: It’s a '69 S5 model, S pipes, with Fox
shocks that work pretty well. I read the
writeup about Lee Steinmetz in the NOTICE and he
really is a fine mechanic-- in fact he’s helped
me out a bit. Basically it’s got
transmission and an 18" rear wheel.
fork brace and a steering dampener
about it. The engine has

It has a
and that’s
a John DeLong cam.

[Mark shows me the crank]. You can see that
someone had lightened and balanced the crank

And  that really helped out. The engine revved
fantastically. So the motor had a little work

done to it but that’s it.

The head had some work done to it.
it down .080" and some porting work was done on
it. The carbs are stock(3Zmm), it has a stock
single disec, and the front rim is stock. The
pipes are modified stock ’S’ pipes. They were
cut down to equal length and the baffles
removed. At the end of last year I decided that
this was costing so much money I might as well
go' full bore for one year and that’s when I
started building my new racer. Nortons can
nickel and dime you to death. &nd you really
have to keep after them-- +they’'re not bikes you
Jjust gas up and race on.

LC: What was your
School like?

experience at the New Riders

MW: The school was good and very worthwhile

Unfortunately we only got about three laps of
practice in before it started to rain. So
that’s all the track time I had. After that it
was sort of throw ’em to the wolves and it
scared the hell out of me in my first race. The

first year went pretty well though. I had a

a stock |

I milled
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couple of wrecks. On

one of them last year I
had one of the

cheaper o0il filters models and

apparently you get what you pay for. The
pressure relief valve which should be made of
rubber was made of plastic and I guess due to

the heat it decomposed, and little bits broke
off, plugging my oil return line. Coming out of
turn 5 the oil filter seal blew sending oil all
over my rear tire. I thought I could save it
but I eventually highsided. I ruined a good set
of leathers and wound up wearing a knee splint
for a couple of months. But it’s fine now.

LC: How about your new bike?

MW: Well, let’s start with the frame. I bought
it from a guy in Mountain View, It was
basically just a frame with a freshly built
stock motor in it. Eric Swortsfigure, who has
been getting consistent second place on his
Norton, had a high performance head. It has

modified oversize Chevy wvalves, so I'm going to
run that. I can only run a stock cam otherwise
the valves overlap. The frame is gusseted in two
places; the swingarm has been braced and notched
by Dave Murray at West Bay Cycles. Now 1 can
get the larger (WM5) rim and tire in there. We
also welded a plate in the engine cradle. The
swingarm spindle is mounted in +three places
instead of one. The tires are 18" Dunlep slicks
front and rear; there’s a WM4 rim up front. The
rims are DID. I put a CC fork brace on, and a
Yamaha master cylinder. The stock Norton master
cylinder just doesn’t seem to build the pressure
that the Yamaha can. Eric had tried it and it
seemed to work well. The single disc works fine
and I'm starting to learn how to use it more and
more. I think a lot of the secret to getting
the bike set up right 1is using the advice that
others have to offer. I'm still trying to learn
all this stuff. I talk to Bob and Bill down at
Raber’s a lot, and Tom Terry.

LC: HWhat’s
course for you?

the toughest part of the Sears

MW: Last year I had a lot of
4. For some reason

trouble in turn
I just couldn’t negotiate it

well. So I watched what others were doing,
tried a few new things and now I feel real
comfortable with it. Now I need to work on
turns 3a and 3b. It’s a quick uphill left and

then an off camber right.
had never been up there to practice this year
and in my first race my time had come down two
seconds a lap over the previous year on the same
bike, It’'s almost as if I never got off it.
The last race before my motor went I was getting
consistent 2:01s. That’s really good for me.
So with the addition of slicks, some better
shocks, and a strengthened frame I'm hoping
it’11 pay off for me. _

LC: Have you ever been to Willow Springs?

It’s interesting-- I

M Yes. Last year I tried it. During
practice I was terribly frustrated at first, but
I sat down and thought about what I was doing
wrong and that really helped. I took a third in
the race. I 1like the track a lot now that I
feel comfortable on it. You don’t get the
speeds at Sears that you can get at Willow. I
hope to go down there a couple of times this
year but it's aquite far and it costs a lot to
get there. Actually the ideal would be +to find
someone who has a bike that they would like to
see raced but which they deon’t want to race
themselves. But there’s nothing like racing. No
matter how fast you are on the street, I
guarantee you will go much faster on the track.
Racing  is an amazing test of you, your
abilities, and your equipment.

See photo page 12.

RACING!
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IT HAS TAKEN QUITE AWHILE for the customizing craze to
catch on in Britain, but now that it has caught on, it
is very big business, indeed, across the pond. Last year,
the sales of specialist firms involved in the customizing
business exceeded $998,000, yet six years ago, there was
no such thing as the “goodies trade,” as the British call it.
It started more by accident than design, when, in 1961,
a 22-year-old scooter shop manager named Paul Dunstall
was asked by some casual customers to supply replicas of
swept-back exhaust pipes he had fitted to a Norton twin,
which he was then entering in races. More requests for
pipes, followed by demands for rear-set foot pegs and
clip-on handlebars, made Dunstall suddenly realize there
was a market for such items. Norton twins were popular
then, and enthusiasts wanted to convert them to street
racers, complete with Rorty exhausts. Dunstall’s racing
twins were rapid and successful; the equipment he used on
them was near-identical to that which he sold in his shop,
and business boomed. When Nortons sold out at Brace-
bridge Street, Birmingham, in 1962, Duastall bought all the
experimental Domiracer twin engines and development
bits and pieces. From then onward, he was in business
with his Domiracer line of speed equipment for engines, in
addition to the goodies for face-lifting the motorcycle parts.
Now he is the accepted king of the glittering customiz-
ing business, and the trend setter whose every move is
watched as closely by his competitors as Pierre Cardin’s
latest Paris fashions are by the other rag merchants.
Though the idea of customizing originated here in
America, the difference between our conception of it and
the British idea was fundamentally different at the outset.
Whereas we merely wished to dress up the machines for
greater eye appeal, largely disregarding the practical angles
or the extra weight added, the British idea was to chop
weight and make the standard machine as much like a
track racer, such as a Manx Norton, as possible. Perfor-
mance equipment was developed for road use—camshafts
with greater lift, lightened valve gear, high-compression
pistons, bigger flow oil pumps. These could be purchased
over the counter, or ugh the mail, and the owner
could tune his engine to almost racing pitch, if desired.

Next important development was the demand for com-
pletely equipped new machines, and this previously un-
heard of situation in Britain was met by Dunstall providing
a new Norton twin fitted with his speed gear and goodies
for about $120 above the factory price o? the new model.
He prospered to such an extent that the British taxation
authorities last year classified him as a manufacturer in
his own right, on the grounds that he was making a larger
share of the machine than the original manufacturer. The
Auto-Cycle Union, governing body of the sport in Britain,
followed suit and accepted Dunstall's Dominators as a
rr}a.r ue for the production machine event at the 1967 Isle
of Man TT.

' That background puts the 745cc Dunstall Dominator,
subject of this test, in perspective. The powerplant is a
Dunstall version of the Atlas engine, produced by Norton-
Villiers. Modifications include Dunstall's 10-to-1 pistons,
latest camshaft (which is one step down from a full racing
rig) giving a lift of 0.405 inch compared with 0.365
inch standard lift, stronger valve springs, bronze valve
guides, lightened rockers and cam followers with Dunstall
pressure feed (which differs from standard in that it has
a restrictor jet at the feed end), 1Ys-inch diameter inlet
ports with paired Amal Monoblocs to match, and a mega-
Ehnne exhaust system (with baffles) in conjunction with a

alance pipe. This latter feature was first used successfully
by Triumph, and patented by them on their Thruxton

Bonnevilles two years ago; it is made by Dunstall under
license from Triumph.

'

The machine was tested in two versions. In British
trim it is normally supplied with clip-on handlebars, rear-
set footrest assemblies and a fairing which is modeled on
Dunstall's racing number, with the addition of a headlamp.
This trim is undoubtedly the best for sustained speeds of
70 mph upward, because the low bars afford a natural
crouched position behind the fairing, which, in turn, pro-
tects the nider from fatigue in the face of continuous wind
pressure. Wherever conditions permit, an effortless cruis-
ing speed is in the 70-to-100 mph bracket, with sufficient
reserve of power to blast up to a genuine 118-t0-120 mph.

The machine was geared to do 136 mph, but on test,
it was not possible to artain that figure because of an in-
sufficient length of straight and a 10 mph headwind. Be-
cause of the nature of the test track, it was impossible to
obtain the benefit of a2 10 mph tailwind in the opposite
direction, which would have helped obtain a higher maxi-
mum speed.

The second guise in which the model was tested would
be more likely to appeal to customers interested in an
around-town and occasional open-road machine. In this
form, a straight handlebar replaces the clip-ons, and the
fairing (which cannot be used with a straight bar) is re-
moved, but the “rear-sets” are retained. The result is a
noticeably more upright riding position which is more
comfortable for town riding, because the rider’s weight is
not thrown on his wrists. The upright position also allows
casier maneuvering in town traffic and, up to about 75 to
80 mph, it is acceptably comfortable on the highwa{. But
above this speed the rider is forced to pull on the bar to
counteract wind pressure and the steering consequently
becomes increasingly lighter, which tends to upset corner-
ing stability — especially on bumpy or rippled surfaces,
With the clip-ons, this is entirely absent, and stability at
all times is rock steady. With an Avon GP rear tire and
a ribbed Speedmaster Mk II front, the machine could be
leaned unul the extra-high footrests touched on 90-mph
curves without the slightest qualms. Front and rear sus-
pension were extremely well matched, and the racing rear
units provided noticeably more positive rebound damping
than standard.

An interesting sidelight on the benefits of a fairing oc-
curred while testing the model at the Snetterton 2.7-mile

circuit in Norfolk, England. Apart from a marked im-
provement in handling after fitting the fairing and clip-ons,
the superior penetration — with the tester flat on the tank
behind the screen — allowed the engine to reach peak rpm
in second and third gears more rapidly than without the
fairing, and a gain of 600 rpm in top gear was obtained.
Net result of these gains was a reduction of lap times by
2.5 seconds. The fastest lap, incidentally, was 1 minute,
34.5 seconds, equivalent to 85.28 mph, which compares
very favorably with true racing machinery.

In terms of sheer acceleration, the Dominator is
jquicker up to 100 mph than, say, a 499cc Manx Norton
or 496cc G50 Matchless, in spite of being approximately
95 pounds heavier. Drill for taking the standing-start
performance figures was to rev the motor to 6,000 pm,
then drop the clutch smartly and spin off the mark for
about 25 feet before the tire bit again. Drastic though the
treatment may sound, it saved abusing the clutch on a high
bottom gear and consistently returned times under 13
seconds, with a terminal speed of over 100 mph. (A stan-
dard unfaired Atlas has a maximum of around 115 mph,
turns the quarter in 15 seconds, with a terminal speed of
92 mph).

Although the new Amal concentric-bowl carburetors
are now being fitted to many British production mounts,
Dunstall has so far failed to obtain as good results with
them as with the superseded Monoblocs. For some reason,
an Atlas fitted with concentrics lacks bottogteend power,
and this has been reflected in relatively inferior standing-
start acceleration figures on previous tests. Until the con-
centric proves superior, Dunstall is sticking to Monoblocs.

A claimed benefit of the exhaust balance pipe is a
power boost in the middle rpm range because of the effect
the balance pipe exerts on the exhaust resonance.

{Continued on page /2 )




The megaphone-pattern silencers are patented and de-
signed to provide an extractor effect for the exhaust gases.
Up to about 3,500 rpm, the level of exhaust noise is ac-
ceptably low and torque is such that these revs need never
be exceeded in towns or built-up areas — 3,500 in top is
equivalent to 68 mph. From 4,000 upward, the exhaust
note becomes louder, but the distinctive feature is that the
note is deep-throated, and because it does not have the
sharp, high-pitched note of a small-capacity four-stroke or
two-stroke, it is not obtrusive or offensive.

A characteristic feature of Dunstall's engines is their
smoothness. This is no accident, but comes from careful
assembly and preparation. In standard form, the Atlas has
never been the smoothest of units and sharpening it for
higher performance might have aggravated the roughness,
but this has proved unfounded. It is without any noticeable
vibration period, and at peak rpm, is smoother than most
production big twins at half that engine speed.

Standard Norton brakes are among the most powerful
in production, but this is not to say they cannot be im-
proved. A radical, and unique, departure are the Lyster
twin-disc hydraulically operated brakes which Dunstall
now offers as part of his conversion service. Tested under
racing conditions — surely the stiffest test — the discs
proved extremely powerful fade-free stopping. Operation
is light and positive, without any lost motion in the linkage
to the hydraulic master cylinder. and it is sufficiently sensi-
tive to allow delicate and easily controllable braking on
tricky surfaces, such as wet or greasy streets. When making
a series of maximum-effort stops from 120 mph, the front
tire could be made to squeal from that speed nght down to
zero without actually locking the wheel. Stopping from 125
mph to standstill took 215 yards. Only snag with discs is
the problem of rust in wet or damp weather, but the disc
discoloration clears on the friction surface after the brake
has been used. Experiments are in hand to find a perma-
nent cure.

Bright red fiberglass is used for the fairing, fuel tank
and seat unit. The fairing has detachable side panels, fin-
ished in metallic gray, for access to the engine; the match-
ing speedometer and rev counter, with an ammeter and
light switch, are mounted in a raised facia in the nose of
the fairing. Finish of the fiberglass work and chrome-
plated parts is of a high quality, Although the Dominator
is intended as a super-sporting roadster, provision is made
for carrying a passenger in reasonable comfort on short
runs. With a small gas tank holding 3% gallons, range is
no more than 140 miles between refilling.

For those accustomed to push-button starters, a few
shocks are in store; the Atlas engine was never intended
for striplings. Tt starts on the second or third swing from
cold, after liberal flooding of both carburetors (cold
starting chokes are not fitted) and with the throttles set
slightly open; but a really beefy effort is needed with a
good follow-through on the crank. A throttle setting of
one-third open is required when the engine is warm.

That, then, is the Dunstall Dominator — a specialist
mount for those who want more suds than any other cur-
rent production machine can offer. Dunstall makes no
proud claims, but he could justifiably say it is the fastest
machine generally available anywhere in the world today.

Sepfcmf)er , 1967 CYCLE WORLD

IvoRrY SoAP

No other soap 1s found in so
many homes,

THE J. L. MOTT IRON WORKS,
NEW YORE AND CHICAGO.
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MOTT'S PATENT DIRECT-ACTION SYPHON JET
WATER-CLOSET,

The Primo.

The Primo is an imported Syphon Jet Water-closet.
warranied not (o craze or discolor.  The Bowl contains
a large body of water, and there are no mechanical parts
luble to get out of order. When the Puli is drawn
down lhtnsdyphon is staried and contents of Bowl are
quickly and “aimost noiselessly eiected A featore af
the Primo is the grext depth of water in the Bowl
which affords an efiecnal barrier against sewer gas

Iustrated Price Lisis miled on apphcation.




BRITISH ENGINEERING/MANUFACTURING

First off 1 want to state that the Norton
is as pleasing to the eye as it is to the ear.
All the aesthetics of the bike are favorable.
It’s the lack of quality control over parts
production that turns my stomach.

What I am talking about is the workmanship
that makes up the bike. The Norton is simply
the sum of its parts, which is to say that it’'s
a pile of crap.

I'm not talking about the engineering-- or
the design-- or the assembly of the bike. These
areas were state of the art for a long time.
No, the engineering is sound-- it’s the
substandard production of some parts which
causes the problems. The simple process of
following a spelled-out procedure and delivering
a part that meets the specifications is all but
absent. A more disturbing fact is that these
parts are accepted, obviously without passing
any quality inspection other than count, and
sold to individuals helplessly reliant upon the
sense and wisdom of the vendor and manufacturer.
Is this a fault of the British manufacturing
philosophy? Or, is Norton so desperate for
anyvone to make parts that the lowest bidder is
chosen and the parts are accepted as received,
with the buyer feeling fortunate to have them?

I personally believe that this is not so.

Intentional deception ecarries with it harsh
penalties. So I assume that bad or inferior
parts are sold purely by accident or through
ignorance. Shouldn’t steps be taken to prevent
this? I personally know that individuals are

securing vendors to manufacture parts for them—-
specifying the exact quality of parts desired.
This is a step in the right direction.

Example: Clutch center P.N.083979. This
part has been investigated for failure of
splines where it connects to the transmission

mainshaft, and to clutch plates.

Problem: The part was not properly
hardened for compatibility with the mainshaft.

Discussion: The clutch center was made of
good carbon steel. The part was machined very
well, but was never aquenched and tempered or
hardened. The part was 26-27 Rc rather than
57-59 Re like it should have been. Why ws this

last step not taken? Why ws this error not
detected? Is this continuing to happen?

Example: Camshaft (S8) P.N.061084 (Ref.
Chris Nichol's article in NN, Feb., 1986). This

part was sold to a customer and had missed the
heat treating department. The cam was soft, the

followers were hard faced (stellite surfaced).
The camshaft was consumed-- transformed into
lapping compound. How did this cam get sold?

Are there checks during the manufacturing/produc-
tion process?

I realize that

some parts must wear to do

their intended job, ie., brake pads/shoes, and
that a certain amount of planned

obsolescence is intended, but
come on guys! Don’t the British realize that
they are being Jjudged on their products? What

happened to pride in workmanship?
I have studied the Commando enough to
realize that the basic design is good, and with
proper components the bike could run 75,000
miles easily without anyone touching the gearbox
OR engine. Doesn’t this cound amazing? Of
course this is only an opinion, but it’s one
based on much study of the Norton’s engineering.

Conclusion: If any Jjob is
trouble doing, it’s worth doing right.

worth the

It may cost a little more to harden a part,

but what you are paying for is quality, not just
a more expensive part. Good quality is
expensive, donkey manure is cheap. Cost is

based on relative worth. You get what you pay

for. What am I getting at? Don’t buy the
cheapest thing on the shelf, be it oil,
skiboots, batteries, or motorcycle parts. Shop
for good quality and price will naturally
follow. Why do you think Fram automotive parts
are more expensive than Checker’s. Is it
because Fram decided to have higher prices but
sell fewer goods? HNot at all. You get what you
pay for (usually), Fram knows it, Mr. Checker

knows it, you know it, I
quality were the same the price would be the
same, redardless of who had the most aesthetic
looking package.

know it. If the

Besides hardness, straightness is another
important qualitative aspect of parts
manufacture, 1 recently checked the
straightness of three camshafts directly off the
shelf of a local Norton parts dealer. The three
camshafts were "out of round” .001", .003", and

. 008" respectively. It’s obvious what an out of

true cam can do to valve lift and valve springs,
in addition to raising general havoc with
bearings.

So much for quality and the
of it in parts manufacture.
Some points to remember:
--Most people who sell Norton replacement
parts are ignorant of inferior parts, and are

observed lack

not guilty therefore of intentionally selling
bad parts.

--Most people do not know exactly what
physical oproperties a certain finished part

should possess.

—-The folks who might realize a part is not
to finished manufactured specifications have no
way to check the part, let alone the facilities
to bring the part +to spec (ie., heat treating,
straightening, machining, grinding).

As  for straightening
giving the home mechanic some
destiny (rather than

out this mess, and

control over his
leaving him as a helpless
consumer), there is hope. Make sure all
important items are hardness tested before
installation. ALL heat treaters have hardness
testers and all heat treaters are in the yellow
pages. Get the logical correlation? I am happy
to help anyone with questions concerning this
matter.

In the meantime rest easy. The problem is
sporadic at best, but shows up.often enough to
warrant our attention. My stock gearbox has 30K
miles and upon inspection last week showed no
sign of gear pitting or other catastrophic wear
except for the jackshaft 3rd gear, which was
found to be soft, and replaced.

Cordially,

Nick Wiltz




Have You Ever?

® HAVE YOU EVER TRIED TO TEACH YOUR
girl to ride a dirt bike and never seen her
again? Have you ever run a long-reach
plug in a short-reach head by screwing it
in halfway? Have you ever been so tired
you couldn't reset your speedo? Have you
ever been bulldogging down a siope and
had a bee walk across your eyelid? Have
you ever hitched up a loaded three-bike
trailer then spent five minutes straighten-
ing up again? Have you ever checked
your jacket pockets and found five open-
end wrenches the same size? Have you
ever criss-crossed 200 yards at a 10-yard
mud hole? Have you ever tried to push-
start on a two-foot ledge? Have you ever
changed plugs and put the old one back
in again? Have you ever entered an en-
duro with your last six dollars and had to
use gas from the bike to get home? Have
you ever waited for resuits until the next
morning? Have you ever had to give back
a trophy because of a scoring error?

Have you ever sold a bike half now and
half never? Have you ever pulled a rear
wheel and kept the bike on the milk crate
with your nose? Have you ever ruined a
$14 ratchet handle driving out a rusted
axle? Have you ever followed Burleson to
learn something and couldn't believe
what you were seeing? Have you ever
oiled the lawn trying to time a running
four-siroke? Have you ever tried to kick-
start a 500 in your bare feet? Have you
ever collided with just one rider out of the
612 in the event, and he was a fellow club
member? Have you ever fried to drive a
van up a wei grass slope?

Have you ever found the chain lube
where you left it? Have you ever used an
insect repellent that was worse than the
insects? Have you ever waved to some-
one you know with one hand and pulled a
handgrip off with the other? Have you ever
found a beautiful pair of goggles on the
trail and then lost them? Have you ever
spent $600 making an $800 motorcycle
handie like a $1200 motorcycle? Have you
ever taken the ice from your cooler, given
it to a rider with a broken hand, and then
felt worse than he did? Have you ever
done your route sheet in ink and found it
dissolved the next morning? Have you
ever reset your speedometer and forgot-
ten to push the button back in? Have you
ever ridden with a rag tied around your
forehead and had it drop down over your
eyes? Have you ever felt stiff and sore on
Monday and worse on Tuesday? Have
you ever stared at a pile of gas cans for

m
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five minutes before finding yours right in
front of you? Have you ever found out who
was thumping the side of your van at three
in the morming? Have you ever wondered
how far you could go on RESERVE? Have
you ever bent your loading ramp? Have
you ever tried to find a cotter pin in pine
needles?

Have you ever tried to write “Honda" in
yellow snow? Have you ever replaced a
wheel, then discovered a {eft-over
spacer? Have you ever tightened a spoke
at a gas stop and broken the end off?
Have you ever loaned out your bike trailer
and had to track it down through four
different guys? Have you sat on a Harley
12007 Have you ever met a deer coming
the other way on a narrow trail? Have you
ever tried to start someone else's motor-
cycle and thought you caught your foot
ina bear trap?

Have you ever replaced a flcat bowl
and wished you had six fingers on each
hand? Have you ever crested a sharp
ridge and hung there with both wheels off
the ground? Have you ever thought your
clutch cable 'had breken until you found
the adjusting nut three feet down the
cable? Have you ever ridden through so
much water that your engine oil looked
like battleship paint? Have you ever tipped
over your last can of beer when a pillhead
truck driver ran out of depth perception?
Have you ever bugged a lovely Husky 125
rider for her phone number and wasted a
dime on Dial-a-Prayer? Have you ever
used a ski rack to carry your crutches?

Have you ever needed a stud that was
six milimeter on one end, eight millimeter
on the other and ten millimeter in the
middle? Have you ever lied to a wife that
her husband spent the night in your van?
Have you ever banged your nose so hard
you couldn’t enjoy picking it for four
weeks? Have you ever gone to a swap
meet and seen anything you really
needed? Have you ever left your bridge-
work in the Gatorade then met a really
foxy lady? Have you ever forgotten your
AM.A, card and had to buy a new one two
weeks in a row? Have you ever put a six
volt bulb in a 12 volt system? Have you
ever eaten a sandwich soaked in Blend-
zall? Have you ever tried to sleep parked
next to a guy with a new girl? Have you
ever left your keys under the floor mat
then wonder where your van went?

Have you ever litted your bike onto a
milk crate then tried to get something out
of the crate? Have you ever tried to enter

Ed Hertfelder
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an out-of-state event with a personal
check? Have you ever lucked your way
around 40 riders in a swamp then run four
miles down the wrong trail?

Have you ever signed up before you
unloaded and got a number that staris in
four minutes? Have you ever ridden to the
sign-up table ready to go, and gotten a
number that starts in 82 minutes? Have
you ever guzzled four glasses of strong
iced tea and thought you were going to
die? Have you ever lost the jaw from an
adjustable wrench? Have you ever bent
an ignition key with your knee? Have you
everhad a tired 260-pound rider total your
folding chair? Have you ever caught a
broken branch on the throat and thought
you had a tracheotomy? Have you ever
put a tall trophy in a two-door car and
cracked the windshield? Have you ever
quit riding forever, four weeks in a row?

Have you ever worked a checkpoint
where riders came in in bunches of
twelve? Have you ever crashed because
of a Playboy centerfold stapled to a tree?
Have you ever had a loose watch grind a
hole in your wrist? Have you ever tried to
put a motercycle with a sissy bar into a
van? Have you ever mounted a tire using
shaving cream to lubricate the bead?
Have you ever leaned your bike against
an old truck just before it drove away?
Have you ever phoned for enduro infor-
mation and found the number has been
changed to unlisted? Have you ever
asked directions from someone who stut-
tered? Have you ever eaten chili and
cream soda and developed enough gas to
fill the Goodyear blimp?

Have you ever searched five minutes
for a tire valve stem and found it between
your teeth? Have you ever pinched the
web between your fingers and tried to
throw a tire iron through a garage door?
Have you ever ridden in the back of a van
loaded with four motorcycles, four gas
cans, four milk crates and a bushel of
apples? Have you ever squeezed sweat
out of a dollar bill so you could spend it?
Have you ever hung up on a wet log and
gotten going ten miles an hour sideways?
Have you ever taken your boot off and
been afraid to look at your foot? Have you
ever sheared your starter splines and
started the bike with Vicegrips? Have you
ever started a gasoline fire in your
garage? Have you ever cracked a rib and
rode standing up with bent knees for 15
miles? Have you ever had your canteen

(Continued on page |§)



ISOLASTIC CONVERSION KITS
March 23, 1986

I recently installed front and rear MKIII
Isolastic conversion kits on a 1972 Commando 750
and learned a few lessons which I°d like to pass

on. First, when the kit arrives, you’'ll
discover that the front engine mounting (part
number 061410) has to be modified so that the

main tube protrudes past the plates on each side
by only 1/4" and that to do this correctly
requires a lathe. A machine shop will charge you
an additional twenty to thirty dollars to carry
out this work,

When wyou order the kit specify that you
want both threaded abutments (front #065514,
rear #065518) plus both threaded adjusters
(#084865) made out of stainless steel. This way

when the rubber gaiters let in the
dirt that they don’t let
abutments won’t rust.

water and the
out, the adjusters and

Make sure that your kits include the spring
clips (#064723) and the MKIII isolastie
ad justment tool (#066532)-- mine didn’t.

Specify that you want the later type soft
rubber front and rear gaiters (#064674 and
#0646658)  because these make adjustment much
easier than the earlier type.

Getting the earlier rubber doughnuts out of
the endine mountings is no problem. They should

come right out. Getting the new ones in is
another story. Spray Armor-All over the new
rubber doughnuts, and press as much into the
endine mounting as you can with your fingers.

Using a dull, flat metal screwdriver blade which
is about 3/8" wide, begin to work your way
around the rubber’s outside edge and force the

rubber inside the metal tube. Keep constant
pressure on the part of the rubber which is
already inside the tube to prevent it from

coming out. Work your way
outer circle until a small part

around the entire
of the leading

edge of the rubber is inside the metal tube.
Then press down on the entire new isolastic
assembly until the first rubber doughnut is
completely inside +the tube. The two inside
doughnuts will go inside the tube without any
problem. Now do the same thing with the last
rubber doughnut and wvoila! you’'re finished.
Good luck!

Art Sirota

H TIPS

No. N3/10

Isolastic mounting shimming.
- A3l Commando
Worldwide (general distribution).

Service Release N.11 of June 1970 laid down a method
of shimming Isolastic engine mountings. The method
recommended produces satisfactory results but due to
varying techniques worldwide, one particular method
_of shimming has been tested widely and has been
approved by the Factory Engineering and Development
departments. This will now become the sole method
used by all Factory service personnel and, by all
concerned with assembly and servicing of the Commandc.
During shimming, support pre-1971 models on the centre
stand but 1971 and later medels on a strong box placed
beneatn the main frame tubes, to relieve tension on the
mountings. The recommended ideal clearance from this
time, both front and rear, is 0.010in.

Shims dre available in thicknesses of .005in., .070in.,
.020in.i, .030in. Where possible, avoid the use of
the thinnest shims which tend to disintegrate after
prolonged use, but where provem to be absolutely
essential - ALWAYS ENSURE the thinner shims are fitted
first onto the tube cap, the thicker shims bearing the
load against the mounting tube end. Check the mounting
clearance and record the figure prior to re-shimming.
Mse, it is advisable to renew the polyeurathene
washers on both sides of each mounting to maintain
engine symmetry, whenever re-shimming proves to be
necessary after the first 10,000 miles.

Check existing shimming as follows:

Front mounting - Slide left side gaiter back to give
access to the shims and polyurethane washer. Insert
feeler gauges as required between the tube cap and
polyurethane washer and record the clearance.

Rear mounting - Slide the right side gaiter back to give
access to the tube cap and polyurethane washer and
record the clearance. Having established that
re-sghimming is neceseary, proceed as below:-

Shimming front mounting - Remove the self-locking
out and plain washer from the mounting bolt. Align

the flats on the hexagon of the mounting bolt with
the timing case casting of the engine. Using a soft
metal drift to avoid damaging the threads drive the
bolt through sufficiently that the gpiter collar and
polyurethane washer can be removed together.

Remove the tube end cap. If at the time of checking,
the clearance was found to be, for example, 0.030in.,
then a shim of 0.020in. thickness should be added to
fit between the end cap counterbore and the end of

the engine mounting tube. Prior to reassembly, clean
all the parts including inside the gaiters, and grease
lightly using silicone grease RELEASIL No.7. Examine
the polyurethane washer for excessive wear producing
uneven thickness and replace if necessary. Reassemble
the gaiter, mounting collar and polyurethane washer
after attention. Note
that the reassembly procedure is a reversal of that
used in dismantling but take care to fit the end cap
with shims enugly over the actual mounting to allow
reom for the gaiter, spacing washer and polyurethane
washer to be fitted together. Secure the mounting
bolt and nut to a torque reading of 251b./ft.

(Continued on page /7 )
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Summer clearout--used Commando parts

1 MKIII Roadster seat, small tear. $25.
2. Pair 3Zmm Amals, good cond. §20.
3 750 Commando swing arm. $20.
4. Complete Commando wiring harness (incl.
MKIII). s20.
5 Commando cluteh hubs (inner and outer). $35
[ Glass Roadster tank, rough loocking but
sound. 310

Commando transmissicon cradles. 5.
8. MKIII rear wheel, complete w/dise, cush
drive, and sprocket. §75.
9. MKIII rear wheel, hub and cush drive. $30.
10. 850 front wheel, incl. dise. $50

11. Commando Roadster oil tanks.
12. Commando footrests. $15 ea.
13. Commando front and rear brake calipers. $25.

$10.

14, MKIII headsteady. $25.
15, 750 Commando trans., complete. $125.
16, MKIII swing arm and trans. cradle. $50.

17. MKIII trans. case. $35.

18. MKIII alternator (stator and rotor). $70.
19. NEW Hi-Rider style stepped seat to fit
Commando.  $35.

20. 1951 Indian "Warrior” 500ce engine,
complete. $150.

21. Assorted MKITT primary case internals,

starter gdear, ete. Call for your needs
22. MKIII primary chaincases (pr. ) $B60.
23 MKIII primary outer cover. $3

n

Phil Radford
(408)293-4548
Call morns or wknds

P, HELP! Does anyone out there know a good
us for the aluminum footrest mounting plates?
1've got a mountain of the suckers!

FOR SALE
1972 850 Commando. Needs a lot of TLC. Stored
over 8 years. $500.

Richard Lee

730 Emerson

Palo Alto, CA

(415)321-9510
OR SALE

steady. New from Fair Spares.

solastic head
35.00.

Rodger Sandula
4317 Faraday Dr.
San Jose, CA 95124
(408)978-0535

FOR SALE

Fair of aluminum Campbray wheels with new Avon

Roadrunners installed. Each wheel has fourteen
gold painted spokes with polished rim edges.
Front wheel is WM3-18 (4.10-19 tire) and rear is
WM4-18 (4.25-18 tire). Wheels bolt right on
‘71-'74 Commandos with cush drive rear hub and
dise front brake. Speedometer drive is
included. HWrite for more info or pictures.
$400. /set.

Gene Austin

985 E. Grant P1.

San Mateo, CA 94402
FOR SALE
1970 Norton Roadster. Stored °72-°78, rebuilt

by TT in '80. Deec.,’83 new carbs; Dec.,’'85 new
tires and relined brakes Since then new batt.,
coils, air cleaner, short bars w/mirrors in
grips, saddle, tankbag, paint. 6,000k on new
engine (total 13k on bike). A good bike for
any guy (or gal) who Jjust likes to ride and
doesn’t want to have to rebuild. $1700.
Also, 10° cab over camper, knotty pine interior
Mellow. $500.

Jim Wahl

4677 Piper St.

Fremont, CA 94538

{415)490-4479

L W‘,“'f‘ wYou
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All you have to do is to ask for Schliz in

Brown Bottles.
Sunlight grows hops, but spoils the beer.
“Beer acted upon by light soon tkes up

1912 the very disagreeable, so-called ‘lighe
taste,” and also a repulsive, skunk-like odor,”
says no less an authority than the Wahl-Henius Institute

ol Fermemology, the scientific authoritics on the sub-
Ject. “‘Beer so affected,” they say,
palate of most consumers.”

‘is offensive to the

Light mans decay even in pure beer.  Dark glass gives the best
protection agamst light  The Brown Humle prutects Schitz punty
rom the brewery 1o your glas,

Why don't you, oo, drink Schlicz ¢
people every year are demanding it

More and more

We sarted in a hut.  Tuwlay our ageacies dot the earth,

Our output exceeds a million bareels a year,

S’ g éThe Beer

M

That Made Milwaulkee Famous




(Cont. from page (§ )

Shimming rear mounting - Remove the self-locking nut

and washer from the right end of the main mounting stud.
Using a soft metal drift drive the mounting stud
partially through, right to left until it protrudes
some 4in. from the left hand side. Slide the right
gaiter lip off the mounting tube then push down and
rearwards clear of the frame the gaiter, mounting
collar and polyurethane washer as a group. Collect

the right side tube cap complete with shims.

As with the front mounting, the thiclmess of shims
required should be determined from the measurement

at the time of checking against the designed clearance.
For example, to correct a clearance of 0.030in., a
single 0.002in. shim would need to be added. Reassemble
as fellows:

Clean and grease lightly the parts of the right tube
cap/gaiter group using silicone grease RELEASIL No.7.
Examine the polyurethane washer for excessive wear
producing uneven thickness and replace if necessary.
Fit the shims into the tube cap counter bore and
reassezble to the mounting with the thickest shim

to the cap.

In order to refit the gaiter, polyurethane washer

and mounting collar, the gaiter must be held back as
far as possible on the lip of the collar to gain
sufficient room for fitting. If it proves extremely
difficult to insert the parts, have a second operator
push the rear wheel as far as pPossible from right to
left, thus Providing maximum clearance at the end of
the rear mounting.

After entering the end cap, gaiter, etc., ensure

that the gaiter fits completely over the mounting
and cap without being trapped at either end. Check
then that the collar, polyurethane washer, etc. are
free to revolve with the gaiter. Using a soft metal
drift, tap the main mounting stud right through from
the left side and have the assistance of a second
operator to align the frame lug with the mounting
bolt, levering if necessary between the engine plate
and frame tube to aid alignment, and inserting the
spacer between the alley footrest mounting plate and
frame bracket, Fit the plain washer and self-locking
nut and tighten to a torque of 25lbs.ft.

Finally, check that both gaiter/end cap assemblies
can be revolved by finger pressure. If not, recheck
to ensure that the gaiters have mot been trapped.

TECH TI1P:

SPRAY CAN PAINTING

(The following was culled from the Ducati Inter-
national Owners Club Newsleltter. Our thanks
to them and the author, Mark.)

Start out by stripping off the old paint and
scratch the metal with 320 web/dry sandpaper.
Then apply four or five coats of RUST-OLEUM
auto primer, let dry completely, and scratch
up with 320 paper. After it's dry spray on
three or four heavy coats of paint, watching
out not Lo cause runs.  Scrabtch with 400 wet/
dry paper between each coalt to help get a good
bond. Krylon works great. T used Pratt and
Lambert but found it to be about three times
as expensive and not any better.

When your paint is dry, scratch your final
coat and spray DEFT brand Polyurethane over
your scratched paint. Let the clear polyurethane
dry for eight hours and sand with 600 wet/dry
paper. Spray the DEFT on fairly think - -

three or four coats will give a deep glow

in the dark shine. DEFT is a brand name and
1 wouldn't use any other, especially not Red
Devil as it has a tendency to peel off. DEFT
can be used over any paint as long as it has
been sanded first.

P.S. Don't use DEFT with satin finish.

TECH TTP: REMOVING BRO-—
KEN STUDS AND BOLTS
1970

(The following appeared in the Nov.,
issue of CYCLE GUIDE)

I don't believe there is a mechanic who
has not broken off a bolt or stud in an engine
and had to take it oult with an "easy out”
This is not a hard job and it requires a minimum
of tools, one of which is a drill. Of course
if the stud or bolt is broken off above the
surface where it can be gripped with pliers
or vise-grips and removed, it is no problem.
When it has broken off below the surface is
when most home mechanics have problems. As
it is never a clean, even, smooth break, the
rider has a problem has a problem in starting
the drill directly in the center of the broken
stud. As the "easy-out" forces its biting edges
outward to get a bit against the outside edge
of the drilled hole, if the hole is off-center,
it will bite into the threads holding the stud
and you will be shoveling sand against the tide.

If a small propane torch or a good soldering
iron is used, the hole can be filled with solder.
With the hole filled with solder. it is no problem
to centerpunch it and drill it correctly. 1In
a case where solder would not be appropriate
(like on the bottom of the engine: solder doesn't
run uphill too well) a small wooden dowel can
be tapped into the hole and the drill started
in the dowel.

NORTON OWNERS CLUB

THE MOTOR CYCLE IS WRONC.

We build light and heavy motors and ride both, but prefer the

Wa get all the speed we want (and we like some in the right place;

sh At 1 in 12,
‘ﬁ:‘a NORTON light motor.
We build single and bwin-cylinder bicycles and frames from 1}

MORTON light ones, because we don't have to getb off and
v and we get less vibration, that is, with

Efficiency is in the design and build not & big engine and weight.

toBjb.h.p. Write the

NORTON MANUFACTURING GO., BRADFORD STREET, BIRMINGHAM.

m
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Hall-Burdelle

MOTORCYCLES

Norfop
SUEATI

—_—
MOTOIGU221

We have been selling and servicing
Nortons since 1948 and have a good
supply of parts and accessories, both
new and used. Our mechanic, Bob
Bennett, has been repairing Nortons for
over 20 years and is a recognized ex-
pert. Thor Berke, our parts manager,
has a thorough familiarity with all
Norton parts and accessories,

ical factory appointed

Horton

enuine parts a-ents

2010 DeL Paso BLvD.
SachamEnTO, CALIFORMIA B3815
PromE (818) §25-1797

01

WALNECK'S
» MOTORCYCLE
‘CLASSIC FIEDS

VINTAGE & CLASSIC
MO THLYMAGAZINE

oX $16°--

(12 Issues

Huge...56 Pages Per issue
“FREE" 100 Word Ad w/Subscription
Road Tests .~ Evenis

AU U U

Services ~ Ads
ORDERTODAY

312 385-4995

WALNECK’S INC., 6280 JANES, SUITE 222.1700
WOODRIDGE, IL. 80517

= T.T.

Swemii MOTORS

" MOTO MORINI

Norton Owners - T.T. specializes in
European motorcycles and offers com-
plete parts, service, and machine shap
for all the wonderful bikes we sell.

Stop by and visit and check us out!

* Complete line of British tools
* Manuals and spares for your Norton
* Speed Equipment:

Megacycle and webcam camshafts
Single Mikuni kits

Exhaust port repair $45 each
Valve jobs and port work
Cycliner boring and surfacing

* 10% discount on all parts (except
Lucas) to N.0.C. members

2800 Adeline Strest
Berkeley, CA 84703
gam. -8pm. Tues —Sal

8458235

You'll find more than
motorcycle parts & service
at Raber’s!

At Raber’s you'll find an honest, experienced
friend with cycle expertise. Ask for Beb or Bill
and solve your motorcycle problems today.
Raber’s supplies parts for:

‘TRAMPD 4]
“Norlop) SUEATI

Raber’s

European Cycle Works Inc. (408) 998-4495
1615-C Almaden Rd. (Rear Bldg.) Tue-Fri 9-6
San Jose, CA 95125 Sat8-5

J




HERTFELDER {cont, )

rotate completely around your waist?
Have you ever ridden two miles dragging
your brakes to dry them, then hit another
deep water crossing? Have you ever got a
Velcre collar tab caught in your beard?
Have you ever tried to describe a good
ride in mixed company?

Have you ever tasted anything better
than a cold glass of water? Have you ever
drop-kicked a cold meat ball sandwich?
Have you ever tried to make up time on a
gravel road and overshot a turn by 220
yards? Have you ever got in your van after
a hundred-mile event and tried to drop
your leg on the next left turn? Have you
ever ridden on the same number with
three other guys, and you all had the
same first name? Have you ever re-run an
entire eighty-mile event in your sleep?
Have you ever needed help getting your
wallet out of your pocket? Have you ever
had to lean out the side to avoid the mud - e
flying from your front tire? Have you ever Mt. Hamilton ride. President's mount hogs

why YOU a
| motor cyclist
i should drink

wondered if all the have-you-evers really center of picture.
happen? . —Ed Hertfelder

¢ Nothing softens the|

beard like the appli- _
cation of the rich— L ZAD
creamy lather pro-

duced by
SHAVING

SOAP.

Because it replaces

lost energy
You need that!

Because it refreshes—
deliciously

You need that!
Because it stimulates

the appelite
You need that!

You're bound to use up an excessive amount
of energy when motor cycling, and work up
a healthy thirst—and very often you don’t
feel much like eating. So drink Lucozade to
give you energy, to quench your thirst, to
stimulate your appetite . . . you and your
performance will be so much berter for it
Ask for Lucozade wherever you go !

LUCOZADE the sparkling glivcoss dink
REPLACES LOST ENERGY

s S T e A

Ray Bebe’s (SDNOC) imposing Norton at Tulare. THE NORTON w

BREAKS VALVES.

%



